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Chi:l'pterl
 

INTRO:DUCT ION
 

of the contcmporary JC\.;j h 

tind rside. d little ~an~ whos soul 
.. ;.'. 

the sum of ,its angers, who sutc. elf :in, 'Cll0. str ct 
;" ~;~. ,. 

becnusc h b~longs in the guttE~r Wha;t; dark for'ces in the 
", ,< 

J 'wi h commUlli Ly, in 1sr 01 an<t.in the Unit d Stnt. s, on pi r d to 

Crel1t~ th first Jet" who m ybe prop .rly compored to th 

The eva ll;lat: lon by LeonWieseltier in a. r cent: i su of 111· N t;<; 

l.mcommon one. As leader of the, JcC\"hh Dc[( nso 

Leagu(~ (henccforth JOT.) , and more recently of the radical !sTacH 

p rtY,Koclt (me ning tlthUS!") , Heir Kahan' lias c.:oflsi Lcotly evoked 

sucJi angry denuncia ions. Kahane's reactionary brand of extra:
". . ," "/ '(~, " , 

'njisiJi, In£'l mmatory rh,~tb,dc, and willingness to 

made h:i:mi n casy t rget for the journalists, 

rabbis 'W;hOlIl he appa 11s. 
>':". 

does tU5t ~\Itomatica11y qua11£Y Kahane fot schola-tly 

Ka:hane is not iniportant hecause he repulses most 

J I;'<lclis, but b cau~ his career can help us to 

tnlilnatUtl? of r'adical gronps nct the dangers tb~y pose 

oles, In f.rddlt.ion, the uniqnercflction provokod by Kahane in 

Israel provid Viousl¥ inaCcessible vantage point from which 
~~--~--,----

~	 Leon Wic oltier, "Th D .mon:; 
November n, i 985. p. 15", 
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to vi W Jsra.eli politiCs as a whole. 

"Kahan car cr provid s a r r nnd v III ble case . tudy -ofI. 

right-w'ns Jewish xtrcmism. Sinc Kahane ho practic ~ his phi~ 

losophy of Jnwisllchauvinism ±ntwo n ironmcnts, the' United 

SLaLes uno I r 01; ,b'i<s 'faLe provid sal. l C3_ o[ lh compar

',.... 
~xL rC'm is t chillI .n e. lor ov r, in th c ~ of I reI, lh 

'u.rist dynami cs ~xpo'cd by Kahan lead us~.to conclusion about th 

Vf'.Ty s~ 'lIet' of l.sTt1elliLpolitics. In p rlieul r, ah De I car r 

'xploill paradox in [sr l's po 1 i Lic 1. hiscory,," 

n m·ly: d splLe th. f ct thol 
. -~ 

I r li poli ic 1, c.onomic, nd 

social stru lur.s hOllld, according to th' :,t.ubli b d po_ Hian" 

of poHticfll .'ociolog,Y,,· pr-ovid f rl']o ground for exlrem ro, 

ex r mist ellal1 Ggcs bcCaro K h n were both r rand compora

tivldy·miLd. ISJ:i} 'lis mild domestic politic 1 history c n only b 

U11d'rstood by' looking bcn('.o1th tho structural V ri8~les to Lhc 

underlying pol itical Ciultu.re, . )}e.moc~$cy in Isra 1 ,ow s its sta'-' 

bUily lO n almo'L unqu stiolleq .se:tofobstract. valu's i.ncluding 

Jewish d mocrcy ncl to to Zj,.<m' t dr am. of. 

cr atin mor lly xcmpl8:rys1:at'~\., ~'o, l, importantly, t.hh value' 

tOns riO us sot .limitS' "bE acceptability on politica,l di cours ).' 

limits which, b for Kahan, \o'er inviolabl. y,lithout thiR po1it~> 

ic 1 cultur , it i unl'kcly lh t 1 r el couldh v r 01 iued fr 

from radi ca I eh II enge Eor sa lon~.,. ). 

As I will dcmonstrnt , Israel' s .~demOCI:8cy depends ° heavily Oil 

political culture that Kah no.'s: explicit rej ctian of th value 

" .'- , ,,;" ~,,::" 
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COil n US i 11 serious thr at. AfLer many y r$ of r laLivt: 

obSCllriL•. hi loric 1 circumstance hav provid d K h no with it 

sympatlt t.ic con tituency on th(' ringe of 1 r li society. If his 
" 

.it:" as grow more prom' n nt, Lh ro i a d nger thaL Isra I' v Iu 

cons '0 U!> myron to, the potllL writ could ho long i' }it serve 

politic LabiliLy, Tbu~ un analysi of K ho c is no dod, not 

only to 'Shed UgH on th politics of xtremism, but a1 0 to e'-'Dl~ 

uate {sr l's history of t.\nd'l €ut;urc'p:to pects iordcmocrAt'c st. ,~ 

;.j).ii,Hty." , ~ ,. ! . 

In n 't.t~mpl L cover all 0 these issue in prop r de. th od 

dcetai 1, tJ:ti n divid d into distinc eh pter organ .. 

ized for n lytic 1 rather than chronological rct1I'Oll 

Th s cond chapt. r. det.ails tho current m, in t.r m lsr li 

r· pon e to K h nco Particularly since the 1984 1 ctions; the 

Israel i s t b I ishm nt hus united in an effort. t'o ch ck K<lhanc f s 

accept nee. Thn :!.....;:,u D1 m ~ Rptlyc.1pLur d th spi r it. b- 11ioo 

Lhi effort wh n it wrote, "Within this :lura of de p ning po1ari-' 

zation til r would s 'm: to be 0:1')0 ar a prcon 'n~u a wid pr ad 

'u:nabas:h 'dly r v Ls in 'represonting Jewish racism: H ir K h n '5' 

Kach"2 Not only is the establi!';hm nt rcpul d by K.ahanc, it has 

mobi.liz d a p noply of cQunter;..Kahaneantidotcs: Th r tional 

bcbindth sc m ur.S is, of coursc"torcnder'lmpo'i::cnt K h ne' 

threat to I rae Ii d mocrAey. The irony i that. Lhis attack is :.0 

severe that it has overstepped the co~v ntiona 1 bounds of demo:'" 

cratie poliLies in Isra 1. Thus, in the name of llfeguBrding 

2' 
Jcrusal,m Po t JUly 27) 19'84, pol, 
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de:mocr,tt-J C fro darns in lsra 1. the sL,blislm 'nt' h01S sinSl d 'oul: 

Kc1hnl1,e" in an cffoJrt 1.0 abridge his njoym .nt of Lilo c fr edom 

<\s Wi:U h d mon tr-at d in the final chtlpter, th· xcc :;;ive mea, 

uic~ 'rnploycd aga ii-1St KalHltre reflect I mar accuraLely than allY 

opinion poii could,'the nature o{ .tbe 1. ru Ii politic 1 cl11ture. 

KahO!l1' evoke:> ,uch a ·disptoportiona:t.e r('. pon c b cm; 

th Cor SeL of VJlu 

~/ :On1)' O(tC'.r w und r nd Kahane's ideology con it b examin d '.-. 
;~ . 

·~s 11 d it" 'ct and ullpr cadented challen . to the 1ST ]. po I i. 1. i c I·' 

¢ultur wOrr llLt.ng such .an at·tack. Accordi.n ly, the third chapL r 

t.rllce~ K ~ n 1 s .worldvi.e'W beginning with som' of tho. form Live 
'.".: 

ex'p 'd' ncc'ii> of h if; eh ildho cl und adolcsc nc A umm. ry of. 

Kahan's formlll idnology follo....'s, with sp ci 1 emphasis on how he 

usurp the 'ymbol ism of Revisionist Zionism for 'the s"ak of legit:'" 

im cy ill the CY(~!i of the. right~wing constituency h' wishc to 

llttraCL. In ord r to compl~te thiscomposi tll pictllT of Kllh nl:l, 

the s cond chapter a1 0 includes iln analysis of his dist.ingubhing 

person, lity trAit~ Dnd' obs(~ssions. 'By tbeir very .nat.ure" hese 

chclracLcrisLics I'll: 'n arly impossible to ·ct fi.nitivciy doculTLnt, 

i:ln!i, as a rc ute, tl1(l discussion consists of myotoin itnpressions 

pas d upon per. anal interviews, n lys S ofsp ches,nd exposure . i 
.~ 

to his VoId 'tOll mat rials. Pinally, once this .d~'ta;ilp.d analyis i 

'co l11prErt, it will be pas 'bIe to ch rcte;d·z K hane'siocation.···· 

on" the. ,political Spectrum. I argue that he, along with such fig

ures a Ayat:oUah Kh:omeini, is part of anew ppli·t'ic,al·:~:radition 

of religious Lotlll1tari niSin) and that it is mislcading,,:to 1,llbel' 

.: ltim 'imply s a fascist. 
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1:-;0 cs::.ny bout a pQlit;ieo.l movem~ll1.t can omit a discuss ion of 

how it Lriln late. ideology into practice. Cons qucllt1y, Lhe 

fourLh ch pl.c.t: chrqnic1es the modt!st: but instructive rise and f 11 

Q£i:he JDL in Amcr ie b~twc.en 1968· and Kahaul1 1 s ~li'y'!!! (immigr<l

tioo La Israel) in late 19·n;. As part of that analysis. I 

-the impac·tof -h i:, Lodea 1 can tj ng ncies on the .TDt 's pl"omJncnc. ~nd 

14t r \.kcIille. In p rtleular, wh n K.:th n(', form d Lhe JD1., H 

fiUd a vi t 1 fUlIcUon (or Lhose i '01 L d urban Jews tlH1L it 

J.l trac cd . IO.L importllllxly.:,··the fourth chapter r v <11 how 

. K	 hano' 0\ n progr.1m nd cgoe ntricit:yultim~t'ly 1 d to the down~ 

f J1 o( LhJnL if! l\mc.ric , In l;l:r~,ef > Kuhane WB:> unt..' iII ins to 

,r I inqui. h th spotlight or La join forc _ \0,,' th m insLrcam group' 

on major j:~ -UUS such as $bvietJ wry. ,As the mainstre,:lUl picked up 

his i sues) Kah ne) 1 'keTtl'atlY extremists, 'became mot'c r dical in 

ord l' to (iiff r nL i. LQ h'msclf from moderate groups. Ev nttlal1y 

this prOl.e. propelled the JOL to a level ofcxtr lismthat aliell~ 

ated m ny tallow r llnd de lx-oyed t.he unityof the ~em8ining mem

b.er , Kahau • perh p nsJng the :t.mpel1idi,ng (li as t r. mov d to 

Israel ju~t b [arc the JOL commitlud its lnost tragic ct, u bomb-

j ng wh i ch in dv rLenL ly killed an i'nnocent bystander and Iso 

.permanently damaged the JDL's.,gras;8roots.g·upport. Fin By, the 

t:hird chapt r inclUdes a discuss 'on .bout·hoW intrinsic. tructl.lral 

li\'i1it tion, on extremi ~rQu.pc$i·n America prevent their s'ucceSs' 
. ' . . 

Even if tlte JOL h d target da les-s pl:H;oc4ial constituencY,5t-rue·. 

"tural factors in Am rican "~ocieLy prcvnt the suce 55'0£ Sue!) 

rad ic 1 mov m nts. FoJt·!i;n.stane, th (Hack Panthers. cant mpOI:a" 

.. ~... " 
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n ous with the JDL, w~[ tifled by the same limiting fact-drs. (n 

GOotT st. Ll' w \d·U see in the fi It 1 c:ha:ptol:. Gwen. ·thClll,g''h xtr me 

may m nts hllv bec:l r re iJn Israe1, the stru:c'turaleu'ltironm nt. 

h .r: q:c'tual1y promote, sllch mov m,nts. 

""·Th fifth ChOpL r conc 'ntr;lt ,5 all Kntu:ure IS fat:e in, Israel nd 

pr9VSdc th Ol), weT; to :the' oft:-i3~k d qll tion, tin \0.' could .omcone 

'11k lcir K lion bo elect d to I\n 'ct?" As on would cxp ct, 

r'cont RUCC 'S. os 'C,G411;lClot>·,bti\ traced to 11 single CDt lYp. 

RathC'r, o. O(L fl t!l;Ca. (). t"it.h hist.oric 1 'Iii stion • th 

nsw r b 0 b~ ound'I.n t\'con Lell Lio of r c 'or~ which conlrib
«' 

utc.d to hi 1 ction.> Among tJI factors discussed arc: tJ tetl

rl slli t La th right in Isr.:.a:eli poB Lics, the ('xllceru ion of 

the: id 'ologic 1 confl iCl:: bct\>/o n tht-) J"ef't,:l;n,dRignt in Israel, the 

cln:0.l1'c lly (nlt.ering conomy, th war in L banon, nd the r tire~ 

m nt of HEi'1).achf'm 13Pgin. Though Kahane 
, 

victory was geol:H:ally 

uncx et d, rna L obs rv r oi?,ve been even more S orp.r i s'C~d by his 

continu 'ng surl;e of popularity. Ii 13' riv poll published in JQnu~ 

ry 1985. project d four Kn ,S t. t [or K h n if lectionl; 

wer'E!:hf'lcl immcdi~t.iy; by SpLembcr 1985. tha;t-:pr;oJet:.tl¢,o had 

at ;< Ev'n tllOugh thi is prouJhJy n exaggr ted 

el ctor 1 powcr;-i,t is important to id ntify he 

f ctbr contributing Lo hi. growing popularity. 

:Once the faccors wh ich nabl d K h n to bocom so popul l\:are 

fully' pr'escnt d, n(>M £llld mor provocat.ive question is posed in 

thesixthchapN~r:. h\·lhy h n't an anti-Arab axtr mist liko K'hoiin13 

ari enbcl:ore in Isrll I'll" t.he roJ evant,.- .' 
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:pol<itJ(~a,l selene lil rnt.ur :;ugsc_,l~ hal Israel should be highly 

s'usccptibl to d magogu 'ry ,<at\<]'extxemis,m, particularly anti -Arab 

cXlrcmi~m, Th s rucl.urc of the 1$J:80li r presentational dcmoc· 

racy, r~r cl; tag and fatcov politi<::all1l1d oconomic d v lop

mont.., h L Iti hly ideo logic pol ilicnl rbe:toric, andl~xt rnal 

,pOliLica) thr als all cr at (I • rlile Qlmosph '( [or political 

extr'~i5m, Add to thi th sociological v riables of th incom

inl'sr tiOil'l.;);f '.Q.r'h!Jl.l:al··j·lilW who u share of tll pORu1 tion 

incl'easing [n, t: r tIl n their share ofw:~il:l'th<~ncl influence 'nod 

of (l h,o iIe A -ilb minod ty. and the stDge's s t 

r ldicalism.) The p r dox i~ th:1t, prior to 1 ir 

:h\,~h;~ne~' Isrll l's recQrdi.sViirtllil:l1yd>void of organ'zed lId-t\l;alJ 

cxtremi" m j,n the political r~ ]m. In (nc l. , J c.wi::.h x remise 

g.ronpl? of '·any form have bec.n rare, and \:b y 11 avo 11 focused on 

lo't 'gr tionist and economic .goa is rather than th AreiJ The 

resoluLionomthis P rlHlox requires u to r fo.r back to til second, 

chapter nd our explan t,lotL for ~'hy the 1 r,,'l llpoli tical c .. ~ab,;; 

1 'lsllment hos r octo.d so viol nLly to Kahane.. 

>", :BOlh Lite oppo ition 1..0 KalH!-1ill;\ ;:an"GL,r:1i~llb nc~ of radical right" 

wing clectora:l,o:hao:l}emgc.s in I rae 1 can b xplain d, in great 

P14 t tlby Isradi pqUt;:ic4hculture. Isrll~l.i, poLi,tic~J 

politics of ny n tion, is inextricably. tc r d in thl'. value od 

eritati6ns:sbaped by the collective. history of the poli ic~i 

broad COI1	 among th Jewish' 

3	 Tproughout th essay, 1 '1;:l.:se the t rm "OiDintals" to ref I' to 
tIlos Jewish L rae lIs who 'migrated from ~1 idd le E . tern or North 
African coulltri s, and tho t'rm HEurap aos" for tho Isra~li:> 

}<Ji th v'llfqpean or American ancestry. 
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population, both Europ all and Ori nL 1, embr cing the principle 

of l1]ode:ntizati n, 7,1 nism, und Jewish dcmocroc.y. In addilion, lhe 

political and ~ocial 1 il or Israeli socict~r,th J w from 

Eu.rope, har th h un ing Jnti- mitic 1 g cy of pogroms nd tho 

,Holocaust. Not-surpriSingly th iI. Tsriloli polltics. c(Jucts th ir 

conCern with th,- proper treatment of minod ti '5. :;. 

DfcolJ;/::s,e,hO't alL s gm 'nl:,; of Lh' popu 1 tion < r equally com- .. 

mittfld touach ,,11u3 {\V r;y.p11klat Qf< the ,poli tics 1 c~llur~. 0,17 iea- :; 
i,' 

J CI,lS > for emigrated (rom Ar b 1 nds or oth r .' 
:..... 

···authoritarial1,r gime , and Lh r (or cannot bp xpect d to id

. tity .as s1:rQugly with'd mocr tic valu 5 nd minori'y right It 

is no .surpri. e th t public opihiot1 polls 'show th LOri 'nt 1 hl1r

box great'r n tion-ali m, S ron.g r nnt i-Arab tim'DtS, aDd a 

weaker (.;ommitnmnt totllo s nctity of d mocracy than :Europeans. 

Until not", those sentiments remained unexpressed since the poliLi~ 

col culture in Israol include h r ·tolor unbrok t.abop 

against the blatant ch 11 nge of d0.mocr tic legitim c'j or of the 

basic rights of minOrities . Kahane .claitllsthat 1 r8 1 must choo e 

b tt.;eE:..n b(~il1.g III J¢w:i sh talQ or being a d mocracy. He opt fora 

Jewish 5t. L and call, or Lhe ex})ubion of all non-Jews from the 

£ountry. Thesa idaas or enth ly un:precedenteddn'the hi tory of 

;r rael.i political r11 toric, at le.BoSt in p~Jblj.c.• Tht:> fRct th .t. it 

·requir.ed an o:uts:ider to break the taboo agai t th public xposi~ / .. 

t :I.on of such id Lestifies La the strength of hrael's d'lao" 

cxaticva.lues, 

... ,.;:: 
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The taboo gaillst such a.nt.i~d<:m()(:ratic discourse, so int r 1 

to I~ro1eli pol itie 1 eu] tun)" had previous ly prev nted tIle opening 

of the floodg t s ·to anti -Artl,b entil'llent ill Israel. K nUIlc brok 

thtlt taboo, nnd his rhetor ie tapped into a re-servoir 0 xtr mi I'll 

which, ali predicted by the political deve10pment literatur'. 

exists in Isru,1. Kah n· 1 lcctio,n g VEl hi:-. idC'as a modicum of 

re peeL hi 1fLy, 1 d,illg even mote Israel is 1.0 murilce 1.11 m. On 

the. other hand, th C'. tllu1i. hi'll lit has b(i\,(m tnk An bac.k by KAh n '.$ 

q:!) lleng Co Ule politic 1 cult.u't·(L Kahan(~ repre ents a ·confrbn

t'f,lti011 to their vahle sy. t I'll so provocative that they are willing 

1;0 vi$lat¢ their 0\-'0 concepti.ons of 'd mocratic. lib rty 1:0 upprcRs 

it. The c tllbU'bm n I int~raction wi'th Kahane is ill, trllct.ive. 

slnec it t t' [i. 5 LO t.he sdcred nat-ure of the vnlue.s Kahane eon-

trod iets, and b cause it proves that they kno"' b is cha.llenge is a 

dan eratH, one. 

Pi{lal1y. in tbe conclusion, I briefly review the major points 

made in the tncs i nd "es th c v rity of Kahan·e' s t.hrc La 

lsraeJ.. For toltis it is nseful to inVOKe. Weber's po1i.t.icnl eLhic 

s iuee th~ dong r of K h n 1 i s not in any lack of c.ommi ttneflt to 

the JC'.wish :,;cllcc,buL in hi irr hpon, ible merms of pursuing it. 

In ~'eber's terms, l\:ahnne. obeys an ethiC of ultimate ends since, as 

a re.Ligious to't<l litar ian , h<:l is concern d with other·worldly goals 

w.ilholit r g rd for thi.s",t~orldly consequences. Thus, at the same 

time LIL L Kahane warns. Israel about real or imagined thre ts to 

her xist nee, he do s so in a mann r that is icself fraughL wi h 

'dang r. 

.; .-' ~ .. '. 

,'," .', ,-/ 
'~. >::. : , 
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Chapter II
 

THE 'ESTABLISHMeNT STRJKES BACK
 

On L:=.ll p ny recei.ved 2.5,907 

vote earning thp Tadic. 1 

rabbi 

sixt His popular ity his 

grown j nce tll 1 <:ti()ll.rlr!d re,cerrt polls proj€\ct as mOlny s t n 

s 'at for l~<lJl1Jne if (dections were held now. 1 Such a pr . pCl:l 

makos it imposs :Lble for the Israeli establishment to ignore 

Kahall(~, and he h' s bccorn one of th· most worried about m n in 

Israel. 

Klllw:ne I S extreme platform, oratory style, and tactics are all 

unique to the ISTllelJ political $Y~ tern. Can cqu ntly, he threat~ 

'ns to und rm' n t.hc 1 rae1 about how politics 

voice in public. ThAt COO;> Cll:;; us , as I will demooslr te in later 

cho.ptor provide th foundation for political stability in 

I r ct. 'flier or', l.: hone's cit llcngc is a dQllg rOlls one, und the 

n~I,j,(::t:ion to it is instructive. rn f a.ct , Kahane I $ recent impact 

$ugg .sts tha't his intrusion into the Israeli body politic can 

surv as a telling propo into thl1t body, e>.;posi~}g pr vlously Inac

l O-l R?7l 
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ce~sibl trulhs. 

In thi~ Chapll:r, w bogin. 'arching for tho ('truths by revi w-

tnc'ut, tb m diib, 118,\l:e aU 

r ~pondcd to ,Kahane: with unprcc dented vigor, In a point blank 

summation pI' l.h oHitinl govcrnm nt{lttd;tud concornillg Ki h ne, 

I'rlJUe ~lil\istor Pres sid, liN ir Kohne is ,0 the grove. t d Ilg!)r 

taein' Isra 1 tOdAY. Arab aMr ssion con 1.1 ropuls d by tho arm¥; 

mism c n (j stray u '(rom' \.;ilhin-. "2 ~lorc impor~an 1y I P res I (ears 

are apr.r.ntly shn'c d by 1. ro 1'~ ruling .lite, giving ri. to fin 

nts D uniquB level of 

opposition to .:.t. pol it:.d:,c 1 party in Isra 1 ~illce the nation's 

founding. Tn far:t, Kahane I s radical dissent from democracy ha,s 

provoked the ISrfteli es1;.ablishlilentto str in th guideline of 

d~~'mocHtcy in the c,amp8 ign to stop him. 

EstahHshrn nt actionagaJnstKahano b gan long b £oroh18 suc~ 

cossiu1 election in 1984. Since moving Lo Isrnel :in .19'71, :Kahane 

has consi.stently m nug' d to arouse I::h ire of uthoriti::i 'through 

variau. pub lie et' ofp;rotest. U'e is onooi· t.he- few J-ews to have 

been subj ct d to dministr tive au st in Israel, whereby on may 

be illlprison0,d tOT up 'to six mcmths without trio 1 nn v n wi.t:hout 

formal chargos beiIlg filed. In 1980 I Kahane pent ix months in 

jail On charge that were neVclr ·disclosed. T'radition 11y. tIle 

governm nt has u~cd thisTJrovision only to detain susp cted Arab 

2	 Shimon r res, p\lpHc addr ss to LIl World nion of J wi!>h Stu
dC!.nt~ in J ru_ a lern. August l O. 1985. 
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terrorists. 

S,i.il).i,lady,. l::;rauH itrllt})odtics have tnr t d the larus iem 

~J:)JSC 1m of tho. PoLen i 1 Holocou t forabu solly a n result ofI 

it:stiE~tO K hane. ll.ccorditl:g to HUSO:l.llllDir ttor B rb r Gi!lzb rg, 

the ,TeWish Ag !ICY r fllse:" to gr nt fill nci.11 "upport to Dinspol:a. 

YOUt,fl group tr i ps Lo l~ro t if Lho lu~eum of th POLc!l'tl;J.,itl nolo" 

ftov rnm at tourist. m ps do not li t tht:! mus urn nor wi,ll 

o fie s giv OIlL ; t uddrcss. Although Kahotll' oft n p aks t the' 

museum, it displays llo:t:himg nilating to hi radical position~ 

COne rning Lh Arabs. 'fhe rrrusEHtlllls xhibjLs con~·sl. xclu~iilely' 

of anti-:, m'tjc prop<l' l'Ida, some of it glorifying the Holocaust 

tind JHt 1 r I 1.:1Ii ell 11. s be,cn compil ·d from ell over tJHt ~lo<dd. 

Subtl'C techlliquc.s such as 11 rossing ,the museum, have sc iaL d 

into Hil al1~out war against Kahane 1; inC the' 1')R4 election c m~ 

paign. /\. in L981" the Central Elnctions GOrjjrtlilt~ of r weI 

a:tt~lnptcd toOu.tlawl<ahane t s candidacy .. C.iting rca.ons of racism 

nd disr SPt\ct for lsrauli political :lnst"ttutiOll or Lhfl 

citiZtms. E10ctjons	 Commil.toe Chf!irmfln Guvrie.l B ell report·d the. 

committe 's decision	 1:0 i?rohibit Kahane frolll Tunning. As in iL981, 
, 

Kah8n w succass fnl in getting thisde.cision rev r _cd by th 

1s1's Ii Supr me Court, for if the Court were to accept: tl1B commi t 

te.:(~t S N;lt:iO file for oull awing Kahl1nf~, several lett~wing, rabidly 

anti~Zioni8t parti	 would have to be p:roscrib d as well. 
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tv n Lhou h the rn lnstr ,111 patties h' go {'. out of th ir way La 

d nOllllC' K b ne during the calilp ign, Lheir tacticslI.'er probiil;bly 

at 1 (I. t t tr ibuta:ble to the fear <,r b iog ssoci ted with 

Kala lie aod,'wi::th: n)affirming Israeli opposition to ,uc:h r die 1 

idea ... in Lh of th~ world a~ lO [e8r th t UGh ide s could 

actually c:atch;ol1 ii:. Isra 1. Kllh(lne's 1 cLioli C'I1.JC S 8 surpri 

to nearly c 'ryone, in Israel, especiaLly lid poli Li

c:i ns. ~ Only Kl)hane .pret:q,ndedto h v xpcc~.d it ;:, tis II res u 1t 

of .11 lcctlon, the est8bli$hrn .nt quickly r -evlllu l d its policy 

tow rd K b.::me. Il \..ould nO longer b coougl m rely to d'st nc 

one If from Kah lie [o';t the bell fit of domestic 8nd for i~n public 

opin ion. (liS tC'<ld, ometld.ng concretewo'Ll<ld have to b don' lo 

c m to K hon on the ground. 

The first of the more drasticactiol t k noon' after th 

']oction:> 1.'.1' a vo~untar.y media "ban" on 1\' h n ob erv d by n11 

m jar II sp;lpcrs, as wel1 as by the rad 'otmd r:·l vil:iion :>t lion:>. 

Modi officials a.g:reed to boycott Kah n , a tcmpLing to check 11 i 

porul ri ly by denying him these promin nt public fora. The media 

$:t:ill report !I'W concerning Kahane., but Kahan~a I s ;ideas ond subs-

tact tive stat nH~Jlt;.s are no longer quotcad nor does h pp a1' on 

Isr~eli 'televiSion or radio. Kahane I S name is st ill among the 

most often mentioned in the press, though a1ways in n obviously 

,unsymp	 thet' c conl xt. In fact, it has become the janrl:lali ti¢ 

Vogue in lin'ael to critidze. a policy a,I: development by claiming 

for x8mple, the past-ele:ction analysis 0 Hanoch Smith 
Post July 27, 1984.'p,l.)'or new LoriO in Hebrew 

theelaction such :> onc in linda hot 
K hane is in KnC' set." (J)lly .zSi 19 4 p.9), 
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that it. II sows the so d of KJhnl\ism'. "or x£lmplc, Lr Ii r fiio 

(Kol ~nl) and the Jcrus lcm Po t ho h d f IId<.'d Prim .I'in.ist{~r 

P(>r H' J'ul)' 4. 19R5 m rg ncy conomic m sure by claimulg that 

i£1I had w i Lc'n nny long' r tIl r s Jl would h v been ch os, 

nd Lo clcmocr cy. nnd tlt rise of Knhonil:>l1\. In ddi ion,' anything 

shorL of ~lnqu 1'fi d l",pposition to Kahll.ue>i'Stict d with d dsioll 

by-the., pr ss. For xnmp:!;e, in July 1985 Lh Knes at vot'dto 

f.r Z (ullding Lo ch' local council of Kiry. t Arbll inc' R ell 

memb rs wor porl of llie Ioea 1 counei 1 rIJ 1i ng eo 11 t ion. ot.ing 

tha t • 1 though th rret~ze: 'pliissJd, tim vo;te wa not unan i mOil. the 

,Terusal m 1'0. t carom nt ii. simply "}'or shame,tl 4 Ftn:th rmorc. gine 

LII· c loction h press has berm ob ~sively fix ted on K 11 ne, 

gular)y	 running nti-K l111n(' f atut: s nd op-{'cl pice.: . cling 

ies f01: stopping Kahane's growing popularity. For 

enLi L] cd,.	 " Th 

Sicknc:> of Lhe S·tate". 5 A sampling of J "r-u'r!1eln Post II d 1 i.1I1"~ 

during July and August 1985 includes: "The Evil of K han:l.sm", 1111010: 

1.0 COmblll. .Kahan ,", "TIll' Sp ctre of Kahan:ism", "Calls lncr il.'e For 

Action Agnio:>L K hOlle". "Racism in the Rne:;set", and "How to D(, 1 

With K h'n,lI. ·wsp. p rs of many fd ological nri ntations, both 

He;br w nd EngLi.sh,carry such opiniollS including !!~9_.~~~~, tla~-
) 

nriv, Yc.diot All ral1ot, H8'aretz, and Th'e Jer.usalem Pos. Thus, 
~ ---- -'. -- - 
th	 sympathetic to the mainstream abhorrcn<.:c of 

4 Jernso1 m Post. July 30, .985 p.8, l>t should be noted that the 
few Kn ssatm mbcrs oppo ing the fTeez w~re not in any way 
cxpr ing 'Upp0rL for Kahane. They were simply uncomfort hI 
·with d priving r ';idents ,the overwhelming m jority 'of whom 
A v r v~tc~. or Kahane, of vital servie s. 

28 ] 985,~p. JO. 
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Kahtltle') has not 0111 y aCCJuiu 'c6d in t:hehan on p:ublicizlng Kahane t s 

views,but has &1::;0 b comc' il con, istc:nl forum for (lnti-Kahane 

V:lt'wpolnts nnd str.1tcgic~. 

ls:rat?-li ~ove:tnlTI~_ntaJ institutions. cspf'_eia lly til Knc set, have 

'br·C'.o uor mitting in their chal1 'nge 1;:0 Kq.han('t s 'nee th leelion, 

011 th fir, t d;l of tl1f' lIew Knc's l sus::;ion in 1984, th mcmb rs 

eirculat d on IlLi-l\a~.:IOp. peLition which was indicolive of fntur~ 

:Kn~s. t flctjons again L Knhono. A majorit:')rof tllmb r sign d t.he 

nonbinding SlJL m nL. regt~lering lh ir protest ag jost Lhc ~e t

in~ of N ir RaIl IIC <1, 1\n. set member, 6 In f cl. Lhere. was some 

doubt ::; to whC'th r l\ohlln would aclu<tlly bEl al1ml1f'.d Lo L k' his 

.:,; IL. It is :-dgni(jcnnL thaL th m rob r of Kn .;:>ct w~,re lvining 

to single out t1eir -J( hi-Jn(' [or de[11Jnc inti on IW0n be fore his popu

1arity so r d to it pt"l1\csent level. It is worth noting that the 

j{H Rset 11.);(-. Arab tHldothet left-wing U1rqnbor.& who qu '.·tion Isro

-'JTs basicighL to cx~ist as a Jewishst.ate, and who H!fuse to 

offici ally ropudiat the PLO, yet th(~ nt i-Kahane pet it ion t-:as the 

Of[ly 011' of iLSt:ypu circulated. The anti-Kahane sentim nts 

Qxpress.ed during th(! opcnittg of the Kn sset SCSSiOll were not idle 

rh torle, a [act to which a sub'sequcn't series of Km~sset laws 

dir~ctcd at Kahan tte ts. 

Isre ·1, lik most d<,_mo<:.rat:ic 'ni1tion~, hAS IlTl immllnity law for: 

Kness t m mbers,ensuringthem tl'Ha higlH1S1;: Jove 1 of freedom of 

speech lid movcmen.t. P,l;iorto his elec'tion, Heir Kahan:e had vowed 

to Lak' adv nt g of his p r:l' oroentary immunity to travel to 4b:ab 

and only 
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vi11 agcl'; and urge. the inhabitants, to leave Isrdel. Such a 

pro P()ct lw:rrified Kahane's Kn. ct, call aguf'S. TIWil" swift and 

err Gt tV rc pons le v >sUttle doubt 'that Lh y v l1.lc the m i Ite

n llce of 5L bi] i Ly in Ar . -Jl'wi. h relations mar than tl)(· anclil.y 

of parliament ry immunity. The Israeli pol 'co have b n mpo~'cr d 

by Kn· L d erc La preclude Kahane's ··mQvement wh nev'r they 

f r thllt 11 d ng r of i01 nce ~xis !j, K hane h s b ('n pr vunted 

from sp aking num rOUR time . inca t.hu ction. noL only in Arab 

~OWllS, hut: in ,j(~wjsb . Ltlcm nt 1'0].'1...", .. ': •.....' 

.-< 
of Arab town , ljuch a 'mm-aI-F hm wh rc radical 

s0gmpnL a th popul tion.p:rQmi~ d LO rioL 'f Kahan a p rmHt c.l 

to ~ponk, t.he raLiol1aI 0(· topping him is clear. However, in the 

Cil 'of,Ie,vis]) 'towns., :t'hce·motivations ar¢more -political. Kahane, 

not.llrpri int1y, att;frttlpts to make public app 3rllnces n cHi s 

\IlItere th.e pQpulationis ·u.,eeptible. to incit: ttl 'ot ilgain rab 

rO\~n... I.'hich h va r cently been vict.imi.ze.d by Arab t nor-ism and 

ar _ ~ ufCcring [rom un mploym nt (whC\ra Kahane stirs up rescnt

m nt ag ill.t Ar';lbs wi.t.h Jobs), r p rlic.ularly favorable sit's 

fQr Kahnne to SP()4k.. the .poUce ace s j ontlJ ly prcven t the e 

SP<H'c!l . , 0 t: n",ibly oul of ( ax: of :-;ponl n ous viol ne > but also 

in ~ at.t mpt to pr vent Kahan from c pita lizin on potentially 

Siymp th tic ud' ncns. The Cll e of Afula during. the summer of 

19£5 provid on illustr8t.ion. Three Jewi~h to\o:l1spe.ople were 

1ll1J..r\ler d by Ar b:-; i.n tlle.p cc of a we k, nd J\ han nllounc·d his 

int.cntioll to pc k th ro nft r the f11n&1:818 ... The. atmospher¢ in 

Aful "".llS tQS¢ llS nn i-Arab cntim nt comp lled Arab mploy s in 
,-": ...." 

·"fl." 

"~' "" 

l:. -,. 
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. h to\Yn to -stay at hom~ mit of f r. Slill, Li.kud mayor of 

Aful ) Ovadi:a lUi, . the man most: r' ponsibl' for prey nting the 

sp eh s, admite d ehlll his dec i ion w s pr d"lc&ted on the crowds 

in··tn. ~tr .t, eh nling l'Kahane! Kahanu! KIIs of Isreel!" Said 

on it (suppod for Kah.arJC:1 - ~ 1LL.) \'li,th my 01.'11 

eyes in Aflll;~.) ancieH is fr ighL ning. Somnth log he, to b done to 

st.op it, \Vh n you add up th fru t..ral LOllS of Lh margin 1 

p'opla,K h n ho (1a~y pr y. 117 Even two w k 

Ij1 k p K han~ from ~nt ring Af~~~, r t icting his p ch S La 
. ..t' . 

the n igltboring 10 hnv Meta, two kilomeLer aw y. Cle rly t.h ·Tt, 

thJ~ lim it on K p rlialU'nt ry ,immun'ty anction d by lhn 

Kn ~ t 11:; ndbl d t1w paUtical maitr~am to Lap Ruh nC' (rom 

address.ing Lhe <tudi.enc's which support hiR ideas mas t. 

In m)other officialll.tl.. rope to confr·ont. K h ne, th Kn 55 t and 

gOY rl1lllcnl u::..J a.ll of the pressure t cties at lh ir disposal to 

prevent I..b.f~ .fonnat·J<)n of e coa1i\:.ion in the Kiryat Arba council 

wit.h Knch co nc,ilmen. Besides cutting off municipal tWiding (as 

all ud d t.o a.bove), Israeli Attor\ue:y G'll-ra1 Zomi. unilalcr 11y 

doclur d L1I coalition chartet' illegal -jnc it promis d to fire 

all Arab t\lorkers in the town ami to boycott J wish bu iness 5 

wh.ich mp]oy Arabs. Kitch city councilman W ch greed to strike 

the clau Eo' from -the ofHeial agr ment but promis~d to enact the 

pO:licyanyway. Vlach soid, "Ill v to fir 17 work rs. If 1 h va 

Lo ch.OO$~ be.t~eer) a Jew and an Arab, you shouldn t l h vuaventhc 

81 ight .to whom I will choose. Hil St.ill. the incl.d nt 

~ Augu·1.. 2, 19 5 -p.:Z. 
"; . 
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mar's a Cd e,of tho 1H1:tion 1 govenullcn:!.; ullcll rae r-isticol1y 

intruding into loc 1. affairs in ord r loa combat I\ahnn ~, 

In addition, th Kllc:-i~et propos d two 1 t"S in t\ugusi: 1985 tht 

(.;:ere s ific 11y 'imcd at Heir Kahane. On of tb so prohibits 

members of Kn t from holding citizenship in •.my country out ide 

of IsraeL Kaudlc, on American citiz 11. r ct d to tlli proro cd 

1. gi~luLi.onb re igning his dir~ctoTsh;i,pP:f the JDL:in pr p r 

tll;on for r pudi ting his. Ame:rlc n citiz..n hip. Sine Kah n ~ i. 

the ol\ly m lOb r of Kn~s. ct holding dUJ! ciLiz n~hip, hi impl~ 

anoly il'i. 11 t h lo 1 \0. is ainlE!d at me, n9. :> 'ems to be. CCllrllt Pcr~ 

hap mor 8j nific.ilIl"&; hop/¢Ner, was :thc law l;> ed b nn' 

Ii 1. (o,'ldch "incite La ;J;".:1cism or n: g t "Isra ·1' d mocra~ic ch r~ 

ac'l":er."1 0 Tl1i 1 w is :Jim·d at making a probibition of ~ch stick 

in the eventuality of new elections, and passed unanimou1:ily (Me,iT 

Kahan could not co~t. <l vo ' sincl' It' \"'0:;' ('j(~CL d from th~~ dH3mbcr 

fox: propo 'ing n m ndm('nL La Lhe' clHu" d .111 g with Lh· d'lOo

cr tic :natu:r;e oft-he state.). 11 As shOD .La be cl ar (rom the 

pa sag of til s laws and from the ot.her act. ions ment ion d abov 

th 1\0 'se has gone to UI1l1S1Wl lengths tocomba.t ~I .ir Kuhune. 12 

9 Jc~~~ Post, AUb~lSt 31, 1985 p.6. 

10 
Qtlot~d :in The Jerusalem Po t, August 1985 p.l, 

1.1 Significantly, the vote was only 66-0 since mosL of the ri bt~ 

of-center m mh ·rs, such as those from Tehiya. Likud. lind SOme 
r ligioU5 porLies) a.bstained. 

12 Inir K han related tome another measure tak n again t him by 
Kn 5 ct, but [ was not able to verify his cl 1m. According to 
him, hi:; formally proposed laws are th only oneS thaL ar not 
lie d on the 11:11 c.t [loor and opened for dlscu sian. Inst-ead 
~he Sp kci ~bles them without reading th m. In addition, he 
c11m th t.many of lis _criou p cch in which he tries to 
jll. tify his;po::;iLion by citing J·wish sources, or not nter d 
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The offici ], sc.tion whidl best ruel c:ts th .:>t. bii hrncnt.'s 

ob.·· . l.ollwit;:h Kahi!lli.(~ ;js the e<.:\ucation-al pro'rllm again t him cu:r~ 

r ·nLly ndmilli ('rnd in tsr 1 i high ·chools. Enac cc ~00tl 

'aft r Lh 1 cLion, t.1Ji. program is woxth analyzing :tn·some'detail 

since it.. xpo '\.11(' c!C'pth of moi n (pam r vtib; ion to K ho . 

Aiccdrdin LO t-iitz II Arnd. D colle studcant,\\'hol.eoch '.' LIl' 

'I'd moc;r~ ic valu . s'minarlOll nel LO the offici 1 c ching awt'ri· 

81 hC\ howed m , t 0 pR. jc SLr3Lq;ic arc curr 'Iltly u. ad LO du

'·-coL· tud'nt bout til cvi 1.' of Kohau1 'm. Th ducat 'on 

,'-mini try, und r th d.H cion ofYitz:hl:ik ,1Von, pll"bli h the 

'f achin a id!-. aud ov 'r~ n . both program in an ffort to d t rmine 

",'bich is ,njon- f[ -cLive. 1'h fir t trnl 'j con isLs of close 

!I'(ilIHling of Lh ur mburg 1.8\\1S of 1935 followed by a class dis(~us-

'sio11 about why such laws -are inherently evil,\vchen the instructor 

is MILi'" fi d Lllal :l cons 'n.,ll~ h b II n'lJdt(~d bout h illt" iti 

mac)' of such a program, 11 diSLrihill ~ copies of t-: it ne-'s offieial 

platfOJ;Ol which, 5 will be discussed in a subs quent chapter, 

undn i aoly res elllhi os the Nlirambnrg 1"l\4S in strue tur and content. 

TlIn l1,ui,ng eli eussion is d sigll d t.o show LII t.. KallOl c' program 

is inherctltly evil by driJ\~lng the incr ingly popular n logy 

botw en Kah n nd Adolf H-itl r. The econd tJ;oL gy is similar, 

iltto the offici 1 Kn e't transcript. Sinccf(n s t tr n
scri:p:ts al' BV ilabl' to the publ ic only after a can -id r b Ie 
time lag, I was un lbl Locheckt:heirLcxL oglL1.nst th' Betn 1 
sp' eh s m de. on the floor. 

13	 
CoIl ge tud nts 8r,e used, he b cau hey 'have just 
finished their army service and, th refon~, probabl cOlI\lllund 
eve:n mql'¢' to p ct among 0 n.lget Lhan prof lana 1 to eh r . 
(Nit7.nn Aran, p~'r all I illl rvim.', Jeru _ 1 m, lsr 1, Jul 
)985. ), . .'<'" ,>,< ',-;f," 
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and,; 'nla i1 l.ho <1isLribut iOll oJ V do),) .of, Kahane's pamphlet. and 

hi ofLic:ial .:plutfo m exc 'pt UHlt the copi hay b. ona,ltere.d, 

basically by inL (chl1ng' ng the. 'ords liJc~t" i.ii1d 1.1 r b;l throu hout. 

Tlw£) the: sheets claim t..he lllJiqU pI "ce ·0£ 'the-Arab just d qf 

Jowi:::h nation; and th t po ·jt..ive etion mll t b~ lak 'n to counler 

thn evil threat at ~kw:J in<'t;('ad of Arabs, nnd a forth. The 
, , 

inStrueLor 1 dad i. Cll ~ ion reviewing th 

tdth ,such n AralJ group in 1. r ,1. orrMlly, th c s d oeal s 

prQLUp1;' no d ci!'ivC' rc::;pon. e gain t. such:,'!'l -!ilovement. Aftcr

w rd.• of course. unalLcr d copi'~ of Khan's m t r1 1 lil·re 

pass d oul and Lh(\ point is driv n hom that K hane rcpres 'nts a 

terrfble dang r t,'ithill Israeli SO<:i91:;y.14 In lioth seminar strat~ 

cgi'.. th'lie sped,fi.c disc.ussicms are followed by lect\lres and 

discu 'sions about the value of democracy Nhich a:r [' puated peri

od.ieally 'throughout thesehool year. Even though F\ h n docs 

provide 8 good anti-drmoeratic clse study, it is clear that these 

.class are not solely about the moral superiority of democr cy in 

t.h, alistTact. Tl){~ pr grllm I. Liming nd. omewhat df'ceptive us~ of 

Kat; nc I s platform sugg st tlwl iL i. n rcspon c to the thrC' t of 

one man, ~1eir Kahane. 

Thus .• as this overview of the Isra-eH establishment I s reaction 

to Heir Kah,lne clearly demonstrat s. Kahane strikes a raw nerve 

\oJithin the Isra~li body politic. To the upp r chc lon of the 

IsraeLi po\o,'8r structure, and in fact t,o the overwhelming majorj.ty 

of the Israeli pUblic at la.rge, Kahane repr cuts an odious intru-

In nddfLiou a th de,eriptions by Mr. Ar d, 1 w allow d 
Be' 0 th se tCI1.chJ.ng inatcrH]s .. 
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sion gainst which unj)recede.ntcd -com:l't:etm snresare justiLLed. 

In fact, the estabHshmcnt's ccommtLm nt Lo puserve domocratic 

fr dom In' l$roc1 hils led thcern to limJ.tKclhl)ne I ScnjoYiucnt of 

those si1lme fr ('(joms. Thi fnctis not jU t B curious poli'tic<11 

Qrtifnct; it i~ 11 cornpdling indit>ation that leir K hane docs more 

t.han just repulse the, Israeli 'powers that be, he challenge:,> thE: 

v r::y politiGal cultUl:C:' upon ,~hf,ch the state is ba' d. As we will 

S f' bolow, the backlash against l($hlanC J a.s severe a.s it is. do 5 

not'ie f1 c:t paranoia on l'h>E! PO\': .r

f'lll t'e-sPOI1 to KnhallC; j;sonlY proportioMll to the looming. d Itg r 

t~) d 'moc:racythat he ,topr " nL·. 

lO-l87.7l 



Chapter III 

METR KAHANE: PORTRAIT OF AN EXTREMIST 

Having xDtrtlnc)d thQ Tl'-llction Heir KahanC'. has provok d in 

1S1:".1 1, il i' logical 'to sk. "\1ho is tbL Heir KahaneaJ1d how did 

h.,is p~,ilo~ophY d v(llop'? II K h, nc 's ackgrolllld. id 01 ogy, p rsonal

d in acta'l 

in this chapte.r .An inv stiglltion of Kahane I s rormatJ-.ve. y r::. 

SU gC5tS tlu)t his ,/pwi sh f:undntnnfltalism is, in large. part, the. 

r .sult of his family back ·:round [\ Id Teligiou~ training. lor over, 

Kahlme's lust for pO\.;e:r, demagoguery, r.wd opportunisto were all 

apparenL during h1.8 adolescl1l1ce and young adulthood, thon~h he 

had not yet directed t.he.m tow{ud particular goals. 

By tlH~ time Kahane formed the JUT" his personal character had 

crystal1 izpd. He was, and still is, power hungry., egotistical, 

oppoxtlJnist; ic, but nonetholess, uncornpromis ingly dedic£lted to 

c rtain religious convictions. KalHlfic t s virulent ambitions and 

ext-rome religious be U uf arc man if ted tn his ideology; but the 

idMlogy alone does not d qu t ly convey wh t h st nds for. 

Witb011'1: d m s'Lifying Kahane's complex p rson ell r ctet, his 

natllre (lS '1 polltici n Cqurtot b fully comprehended. Accordingly, 

a discuss ion follQWS of his saHent personality traits .:lnd ob::.e 

sion$. Kal1:ln 's political agenda 'Will th n b,' camp red wiLh other 

rightist politic 1 forms to see which t)attcrn, if any. Koh 

->- .'
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fils. In c()nclusjon~ I suggG, t th t Killl ne b long,' within a 

pol itiCllJ t :rlildj. t ;i~)n t lltl t r \.-111 r f r to tl rul ig iou_ tot,sHt.axi ~ 

ani. m. 1'hll•• Lhn fat::; of rdigiau' touilit r.i.i'ln 'io oth'r ellvi

ronments; sud) tIS Khpm .in i. could be examined to het.!] i.ght on 

l\nh' n " b h£lvior od pOLCTltial :.llld to :-ng st po'sible r '~pon es 

to him, 

,1Background :'. 

l'1cirK hun S x L mi"/I1 m, nute. [rom a parochial worluvi 'Wt 

sh Ip(~d in his, youth. AILhough Ka.han tactic and til. prob1cm:; 

on which ht~ focuses haVl1 chang d, hi. basic ideological orient 

tJon, religious conVictions. ,1nd d fin i tiv' p .sonal charact0ris

tics have remained constant. There is noevidctlcc to sugge t.. th t 

his ,ideas havQ huon altered to accommodate prevaiJ ing publ1c apin

j 011 . Kahane I s convic't ions have not prcc.lud('d him from pursuing 

his ins$tiablc du ire to acquire power ami publicity. Even 

h - fore fanning th· JDl., Knhnnc cU,splayedth(~ e.gotism a,Jd opportu

nlSIll which currently dominnL(' hi. p rsonality. Kllh, 11 t 5 f mily 

b k round> duc tian" and YOUllg adul ttl ad all [ore5ha.dm..' nd 

xplain both of tll p r anality trait 

The deepest roots of 'Kahan-o l s J,ewish chauvin i.sm can be found 

in his family b ckground. Kahane was born in 1932 in Flatbush, 

New York, the ~on and grandson of di Lingnish d r bbinical chol

ars, Kahane's family Was Ortbodox, l'ke most: r.sid nt of }'lat 

push, 8ndardently Zio:n4,st., His grand. 8th r h d h n auem-in'ent 
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rabbJ in the ,r~'WL h ho] 'i C i ly 0 [ T:t.( l nd th KahanC". w r on~ of 

tIle few famiJ ip,-s in Flnthil. h th l . poke IT brnw in their home. 1 

(01101 r of tho notion.Jli t ide.als a'f R vi-

sionist Zionism as " pous d by Vledimi-r '(2 v) J( botinsky. Not 

lJrpri~in 'ly, Kaha1'l:e JoHmd thSYOllt1'l: group of Revisioni m. B Lar 

\<.'h 11 h "".:IS 14, l;j:rrdreOl. ill_ IIo.ovi1y iltfluenced by Jauor.in. ky co 

t-his d y. 

In bcrie:t, B ltar wo n t1ctjvist, maximRlist. ZionLt youth 

mov m nt \~hos' ba ic oa] 1.'05 stl.pulIlLc.d,tn tts Qath: to d vote. 
>,i-" 

OIlC' "lif La tlt r. birth of the J wish State. with a J wish 

. '112 
major ity. on 1otb id ~ of t.ht= Jordan. Unlike many other 'Z:ionist 

yo-bth mo\, mt>nL.., B,t c's Zioilism ,,,us tl1onis1:ic, dem8.ndin prec'0

dene ov r (lny oLh, r ldl'ology. In part iculhr, they re.j (·cted the 

~otial i tide 1 ::;CI'ihed to by many athol' Zionist move1llents, 

dc-tis ively lab'l i.11J.; tit fie movem nts "hyp!lc'n 1Lnd Zi onisms . ThOt.lgh 

not IH7imaxily reJigiou!> ill ori nl tion, Bet r a.lso r spected tra~ 

dH iOIl 1 Judism mor' than moSt of the. soc.;lalist Zionist move-

P ·ct" ...d to .'lriopt a mod of thonght: 

call d ~ ,Wh.i.ch Jnbotinsky d:efined,lS tlhe<:llllY, re.spect, self 

'St m, pallLen ~l';,' nd f i thfuln S. "3 Hadar is among the R vi

sionist cone pts \'i'h~C:h rc.opp r l,nt ct inl<a:hane's own philosophy. 

P	 rsonal inte.rview with aorrlechai Dolinsky, Jerusalem, Isrel, 
t\u u t, 1985. 

2.	 () vid .N:l.v, "B,tar", Enc~)o odio Judaica, J.l;'usalem: Hclillm, 
1971 , vo ~A;,!\il. 714. 

,j	 Ibid. ..-:- ..... 
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Dc.Lilr \.,: ~. orgDniz d 'in 'a uli1t.ta::ryf:as,bion, and m mbers weJ:c 

expecLed to obey thoj,r s-l~periQr wiLhout qlle tion. Suell ob dienee 

r CJlI hod s igni [lean t d 'vottton, assorne Y:'~UI)g m n we r ordered to 

fo,rcgo co 1] (' c tn ord r La make livan imm iat ly. K h n t s 

!3_t11!: commander ..' s Mord ch i Dolinsky, al 0 co-founder of the 

JDL :tIl 1968. ~ Ac ordin to Dolin ky. Kahan xhl b i Led arro .:lflce 

lind hung r for pow r v n in his youth 'nd WDS in ph-cd, then as 

ow, primarily by his 01.111 egoi::.m. boHn ky exp 11 'd K h n from 

Oi. y omm nd r.! Undoubt'dly Lhe cxp .ri nc of 1> in ca. t alit 

h rd !I'U I\ahllfl_. arou~'ng an rrog nL Jcfiilne which he soon 

UI	 nHctecl, 

Expnll cI [rom ~...3l.!, Kahart'ctu.rn <l to finai l\k iva, a re.ligious 

Ztonist youth movem nt, Kah,'UJe was at odds even with hem for, 

While the movement 'was not overtly socialist. Nilen. Bna_~ Akiva 

m'mb rs m d' iliY.uh. Lh 'y w'r ~ '0 to kibbuL?im. socialis'I: agr i 

cu]tur 1 collectives. Both Dolin ky ood P's h.Schi dlcr, a peer 

of K h:lll " in ~Ill.lj Akivo, clnill1 that Kahnn tri d to fore n:lig-

iOJJl\i r:t)form lIpon tlte movement, part.icu.Larly in its i.mmigratiol) 

Pl"ogrom. K,lh n b 1) ved that the mQvemen't should also send young 

men. t:o .study in y hi vot (religious school!;;). Horeover, Kahane 

advocated stricter adh ,r~nc to T ligious 1 w in mor mundane 

matters,. such a hi opposition to· s 'xua 1ty mix d d neing t 

so iJl evenLS. Hi:> pur.!.!". ui:~alst:re:ak pro ud LO b.. irrecollcilo.l>le 

II	 Meir Kahan . Th §Lorv of Lite J Lc su_ Radnor, PA: 
ChilLon Book Co. 1975, p.91. 

5	 p r ~ii"n'lint: rvipw with lord cha.i Dol 'n ky, 
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: " 

with th movcm nt, and I\dhDn:. not b ''ing orie to compromi"e hi 

pr'ncipl' or l;\.... nllo\o., hi, "truck out on his own, at tll(~ age 

'()f 18. nd up 11 i. own youth mov m 'Itt- G 

Ina ploy lh t <l ]U L for pOl" r that h til] po~ '", 

d to IIsur' conLr61 of the ,~Lar movem nt and, 

in pOrLieular, of Lit' lImm'r camp which a.ccQul'ltedfor h bulk o( 

its illcome, T w S ill thi v~;ni:ur that 1\6hane 's vlru 1 nt p r.

sonill ambit ion f 1rs of ftllr play, Ho 
'. 

Wrot· 1 LL<:I:. to tho par nt. of aU BC'tar mcmb 'rs. fol&ely inforrn
, , , 

ing UWlil' :1:;h81;..,' th(~.o ld c 
" 

mp \01 no long.r func'tloning. but th t, 

th' • ummC'r 

p r. on:J 11 y ssum,d con LrO1 (;v r th' camp, Seck in' finanCi 1 b ck

,J,llg. f.: hUl\(' ,pp. red ,ll tho J w1. h Age'ney Youth D partm ttt j'l o::dn 

as the new '1:1 ad of Betar •.,OJld he requested the funds t1:U3t were 

budg'L\..'d for th('11)' \h.th r or not Kahane's ploy was successful is 

uncertain. Although Dolill ky cannot prov th K b ne ev~t 

r C !<'d the money, he is' ce.rtain th L LIte legitim tc IcadQrship 

of fiPL did not. In the cnd, K h.:JIIC I slyly enginl' r d coup 

attempt:' ondl:d in rn i lure Wbli'Hl the legitimate n 'L~ lond'rship 

pres unldKalv.lJ;1i~ in·toren,(;l1.lJ;1icing his pQsition, 7 

In addi tiou 1..0 his mbition. K hane I s matur p r onality i 

hi d .vont r 1 igio. :ity. Kahan;e I S l' 11.g i ous 

tralnitlg is the ,most obvious sour:Ce of his curr,en.t Jewish funcia" 

rnflnt Ii m ,andQr his stte ',$ (m Jewish might Hnu prid , Aft. r 

,",l? 'r'oll 1 lot rview with Pc achSchilldler, J I'u alem I r el, Jul.y 
,1985" 

.' : 
"'",' .'7 ,PC'r.~OIl 1 InL rvi cw (,.. iLh ,lord ch Dol1nsky/," ~ ~ --',' 
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· . __ __~a___ 

graduatiIlgfrQl1l Y 'shi'l8High Sc;hoQl in 19 3. '''hero h had been 

ill New York from 1953-1957. ~Jl.!:£('~ Iv:) d'sLin"ui 9,.~ by: the inclu

sioll of lil Bible in Lt., curriculum imn;c ld of th' xclusive study 

Glf Talmud, Kahan h',;)!> ord inc'd n rabbibJ' firrer in 1957, nd 

his prus'tll idl'ology in purl t ,£1 ets t.hc focus ot hi. I.r ining 

L11 rc. The 13Lblc" much mon>- $.0 t:hmt tl,1'¢ T Imud rCCQuncs nd. 

glor1[[' s t.he Jctdsb conqu sL of the r.and.of Israel b:eginnlIlg h'it.h 

tho ~cfldcr. hip of Jo:;,hu Til· lJrut ] ity of til conquest oud th 

sanctiolH~d it. ]"ut"thcrmorc, 

form of J wish saver ign y ill th. Dibl I" 5 monarchy" a. fact 

which cOlltribut s to K hnn"s stat~d disr p ct tox d~mocracy as 

the poUt-lenl system in lsr~lel. As Kahane salid in a rocent inter

\liew: 

If I had the p~)i"er J would cHat in J T ,] [J Tor h 
sociQ,tv. If 4ny Orthodox rabbi would suy otherwise 
thtm l;n would not be a very good Jl~"'" C;od, did ltot 
make dfl;lOocrnc r, God never said YO\1 should have a vote 

v>ry feau: y' rson whf}th r one :,;hould k or th b-
bath. Democracy is for people '.Iho don't ha.ve the 
truth. Th r [are, if there is no absolu c rut.h, who 
ar you to say, \4ho am 1 to say? But Judaism is ba8cd 
on tIle immut.ablH flH~t that God ca.Ul.e t.rt Sinai (3.1):<1 j~lJV 

us the truth. . In that Torah he said you shall 
Create a gov~~rnment which »i'iIl impl ment these law:s· 
arlO gave punishments for people that don I t foJ low the 
Ta,.;s, a 

t)tiU it is impossible to claim that Kahane's ideas bout th 

::;anctity of thtt Land of Israel and democracy are the direct r sult 

of hi choice of yeshiva, since, presumably, ,ill Orthodox r bbiR 

ar w -11 versed in Dible a •.'011 as Tnlmlld, Perh p the ultimate 

inte1,view with Ben LynfiHld, Cambt1dgo, ·IA. tIllY 1985, 
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ollre of hi g ex tor 'mi. t ,1 H:eralint,erpx\Ut tion of Jud i '111 lies 

in Lhft c.ombinatioll of _lir~ [oeu and h's pcrsonality,ln.aH 

that. h do • K hane t k h hi. Ide. $ to the'!..,. logfcal extrpm , and 

h's cone ption of hOI..' Jurl3i m sbould he appl i d in th mod"rn 

world i L rJin!1 ex mplc of h.1t tend n\.y. Thlls, though thC:1 

·Urrer yeshi\. r bihli~'l orien:tiJ·titmi5 not: th only faet.or shap~ 

;'ng R IHlnc '. rcHgi-o\i$ vi.. '.v.' t. could' only hav C TILribuLod t.o 

thenf. 

Upon re •i. vwg It i, or jnlLion. f: hane pur ued i ccu1:a;t edu:", 

taLion, c{lrnin~ R 1 w d r ( fronr el. York La!.' School nd: a~las-

tet.l·s. cl ' r<- in inL Tn Lion law from York niv rsit)' .'" 
to pr. cLic law bec us he newer pa s d th~par {)Xa:lll$, h(~ 

tUrIlC'd inf,lf' d to ell .rabbinat" aUd mbnrk <1 on no in. uspicious 

series .of failures. l\.ft r he lost hi job at Ii synl1gogJ.'l.~ 011 

Howa.rd Be. eh ill Qu<'<'n$ hecause hecXh.oxt d congr g nts to be more 

religiQusly·o crvant, hebriofly <Jtt mpt d Lo mok aliv]lh in 

196:3 .. but r t.urn d shortly tbercaft,i~,:~ri;, In the mid ,1960 ' s 

K'lhan end .Ilvorf'd to ,tnblish. himse:l..f ilS a r cQgpized' expert in 

int:<:rnation I n[fairs and int. 1)1& ne', whil' living 1.n New York .. 

op	 ll'ed Con ul t: Ilts R', reh Assoeiut.e I.d lola def n:"l.' :-:pert 

$	 Kahan told [lL thllt· :.he never took "I'ch 1 Kaufman 
reportl1d in, the New York Timo::> on 1971, Lh t he--.-. .,.( i 1	 d the xam. , 

10	 Accordin· La Dol in ky, K hanc t:deq to pra'ctic'e as a ra.bbi in 
isrll 1, but h~s pcx:s,onal demeanor and spe<lkin~ style ir.ritated 
p·E!opl('l. lie soon became ftus·tra,ted and had lrou,ble speaking at 
aU (h has flllo:, Y5 hod a stuttering problem). Finally, he 
return d La Am ric. Kah ne'sex;sion of the story, as 
r port'd in th _ w York Times on :J nu ty 24, 1971, is that he 
rcturnnd h'c 1l.f'"I7; ;--f~utcd "'it Lhe r ligiou f eLi.on
.li:m int~r ,r~ 
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Jo cph Churbo, hopin to racts. 

The r 'nLcd ami I ing add!' 'Sti ill 509 Fifth IIV nue, hoping to lend 

1 'g iti mllcy nd pr', t.. i ge lo the ir org<Jnizo tion. As K hiln Pllt it, 

cover LJ ~;iV". \1 crodC'ntiais <litO mflk us impres~ 

siv'!:)." 11 Durin,gtJ1i timo K lin app;,i ~nLry 1. d a double,1!i.h, 

posing esa Tlo;n<h~\v, ~(icha 1 Killg, during th 10/ ek, nd relnrning 

hom to h.i~ \o,·j.[c nu childr II, who k,n w him only s H ir K hone, 

00 Lh' w k nds. In faeL, rumor. pcrsit (hat Knh n was lilvolvcd 

withla nOIl-J wish mistrc. R 

r fU:H' to C0U1111 this 

all gntton, lh(' significiJlll [ cl is th t K hane, .11 Ort.hodox J w, 

£lppanmtly shed bisc.. LC'rn m, ni fcsLALiolls of Jud i. m t 1 . t 

temporarily, Whether 'ot :nbt thisCil$,tsll jp¢:t'SiotiS on his s.j,ncer~ 

ity as fIll Orlliodox Jewtoda.:y is sUJ1 Btl open question. He claims 

that. he liv(~d fllidifTJlly ceording Lo J(>W1511 1m,' during this tirn~, 

keeping t.h S bb \"h, the dict.Hy laws, and $0 on, 6lnGlt:.her'0. is no 

rQt:! '011 I"hy t.h. L ~ uld not he So. ,MOl' ov r, K hon' makl'ls no 

attempt to d(~ny t1'1(~ incide.llt. 

Consultants R ::. drch As 'oelate. h d limiL d suci:ess, but that 

period in KJhano 1 1 ifc t.ws personally sigl1ifi-Q'ant. It WilS dm:in.g 

thJs time that. KfJh n c1aJms he infiltr<lt d th John IHrch Society 

unde.r contract\i,1;ith the Fill, an expcricnc he cite s pivotal in 

January 24, 1971. p.S1. 

<2 Ibid.
 

13 
'Heir KllhpHO, pcr500Lll interview, Ll1k ("ood. N.J. larch 1985.
 

14 .
S "'0- r.lQybo October 1972, p. 78, 
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his developrn'lIt. 14 Rahaneis cOllsuming fear of imti~sc.mi i m lld 

yx, hy his xpo 'ur LOt·1t Birc1ler 

Kahane w strllck by the: fact th-at the Birchers t brand or 

eXlremism dr m muers fromostQlIsibly Tespectable segm Ilts of 

society. not ju.stfJ:om tho lunl1ti.c f·rin~c. As a result, Kahane 

bec me conv inced of the .p rv •. si veil of anti-somitism in America 

'lnd the imlldn lIC of II n('w Ho 1ocau L. As he comrnen:t;,ed toP'! ayboy 

.,,-' 

In .:lZil~ it) 1972; 

'there is no qu ~Lion til t Am ric s differ nc . from 
the ,",' 1m r R 'public w n~ wh L k pt t.h:iscountry :Crom 
going do\\~n the some ro d t.o Fascism i.n th~ Thi'tti 
.But h.Jt xpcr lie' str ined' our domocrat.ic struct~lrc 
t;o a d ng raul. d grae ;d(JfIftcome to me and say it: 
can't Itupp·n h r(' .... In LI, ThirLi 8, millions of 
peophl were I'c d Lo follow anti-S mitic rabble, rOU5

cr~ I ik F. lh r Coughlin and GrId L. K. Snd.th nd 
Hucy Long who ca lIed thctnse1v~s populists. . And 
thflt t:r dit..ionisfar rr·omdcad. George Wallace 11a.$ 
t c m kind of charisma. the:t Huey Long had. 11> 

By theiTlid ]970'5, Kahan("'s feilr Il<ll.l evolv d Lo a poi.nt that 

xplicitly warning that. a Holocau twashe publish d propagulld 

fQrthc ming in merica and urging J·ews to move to Isr8czl as tbe 

K8hane ::.ays that h.Ls 

xp r j ne \d.ththe John Birch Society convinc()d him that: 

D m gogu , h t rs, and fascists are. to be found in 
tile UniLed SL L S in abundance. Con. ider their 
Tec.entgrbwth and their cClpac:ity to gr.ow tram ndously 
in ail ere of violanc~!, frustration, anger, bittern·· .. , 
fear, and hote, These ·are the elements that .are pre'
nl in Ameri.can society today J and these al~e the 

article on Jrmual:Y 24, 1971 suggests however, that Kahane 
fabric8/teaa:t1 of his tics with th i Iltell igence community. 

15 It An rnt" rv.i.eww:i.th t'l.eir Kahan It, :"P":':::L:::..=..J..' Detob r, 1972, p.78. 

pp.7;"78,. 
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t.hings upon I<:hich he hal rs. i," '1' ey sp nk 
op niy of 8" chnmb rN and of aliminating J~ws. 

'\ifhy _h uid we 'ambi once agnl1l? Whllt hLlrp n d before 
con hoppl'n ag in. nd inciccd, is begilln into h pp n 

,alr0ady. Th 1lllSW r '-- the urg' nt Dn wcr i to 
CVClcuat t:!J Am\~ricDTI J·w nd bring him b:6l!1¢.17 

,',. 

w;ith COtl::;u 1Lants Ro. P. rch 

4.S·S0Cj t, und II is und rcov r lIrn r cnd 

tt ntion t'O thetl1eu 'illL nsi fying V.Latnon) wal'. K:.lhan\1 b Ii v d 

th l J 'w.s had 0 sP' cit'll' ~l1tcr st in supporting Amp.rican involve'· 

he formedt'~e'riF~urLh of Julyir 

he 

Co~a:ut,hoY d 8	 in 

Yi~tn~m. 1 ~., Th 
. ,...~ 

thrc -fold: first, com

ll1itmetmt to Vietnam sll(;",,",ou1d doth sl1m(' if Isr \1 (\10. threat nad; 

'cond, that Communi ro is inherently anti-.Jetvisl1,; and third, that 

g0,nt i 1 ~ should not bo lodto belj('v that J'e(.,rs (.,'orc unpatriotic 

IImcdclJn$ . This book I1llll,tked t.htj lat time thllt Kahane would even 

suggest h~t. JE>WS a'Lt r th(drtfu~~g:11ts o'rde~ds In reaction to 

gQntjl~ at Jtldcs. \vithin pc rtnMlcant ly 

" " ,jj~.,... .', 1
AdopLed a radici11us v·ersus t!leoin' v;H~wof Jewish"'sei1ti rcla

tions. 

1 1 M~ir Koh n • Li.tclI World Lis on Jew, p.136. 

1$	 Th book liscs'ch1:i''t;b,:8:, Koh nc; nd Nlcha' 1 King 85 r,LlJthors. 
When asked l!h1 his:;i;\tltne ppoar d twice, Kahane re;plied, "I 
:iteal1;y, dOh' tJ1~now~:[ 'suppo~c r wanted ho e who knew me by 
either of eli fome.to know I had wriLL 'n it.." (2 York Times 
JanuDry 24, lQ71. p.51~1 
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ShorLly \..11 ro,,[L r, };ahall ace pLed apositi.on as 811 a~soci toe 

d i Lor of Llle Nnw York's right -wing \oIcf'kly, Th(: JC'~i..!:! Pre s., It 

\~m;; from LIds po L thoL K h:Jn h J'l'" 

isb II fcn~ League. Till' ~£... :~ 1'1"C' ti, the rna t t~idely circlll Led 

Jewish w forum· in 

\\'I111<;h to expound >11 i ~ (or th JUL 

the ag! of 36,1 

his j;d,pology Dud th forma ... 

In particul r, his family b ck~ . 
. ~'::; 

ground, hi.s r Ii eL10n with the John 

od 

faith. W:hat(WI;n' to ologied irk~Gnsi tcnci h' xhibi ted as a 

1968. Inffict. the it;leoLog)ct11 cd ntation implicit ill Lh v0ry 

act of cre.uting i1 Jc.wish 0 'f 'nsc Loaguc 'ugJ~'{~sts that his pr('. nt 

ideal of Jewish xclusivit..y and strength was all: ady fully dev()l~ 

Qpeclb(~fore 196$ .. Sine Lll(,ll, Ill. ambition ha. comp lIed him to 

issuns. SLill, h is convictions, ctipccially religious convictions, 

have T('-..Ina:fn.eq the.S£lroe,or ~vcn intensified over the p st 18 y'ears, 

Ideology 

Kahane's ideological cons istency a Haws us to examine his 

doctrines in ~,t tic form, with only passlllg r Ference to its cvo
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I1JL ion. 

Sf'V 1"1 of his books, hCC811'>O of hiS dyn,1mic polit:ic I ~ty ie, a 

full~fJ.Qdged analysis of his worldview r quire pcr anal famil

iatlty ..<lith the man. ':In order·to: 0 t in complete picture of 

no ~h rn Iii 1'$. and condu.c. t .d 

nd Luuent· of 11 L 

KaIH1l1~, I att lid tI 'JDL 111PC ti 

. .. . 

movements. 1-" s a1. 0 insl:rU¢.t'vc to listen	 sp' c11 S 

.:'":' .. ' 

fon~ a varie.ty of Am dean an hrllC'.li ..JUdi 'lie "" 

In presentl-ng ids o.....n sy.l-m of belief. K lJuur r 1y mention 

J bot i n,'ky .ny 0 her Jelvis:ll ] oa r~. with 

Kahan(~ is quick to :,trcSS his reI i n~c upon jabol insky \.'no01 he 

as 'I 1egen(i;11ry , ... thespiri.tual father of th.e Jewish 

rf.volutionary fighting forces I1:gun and Sterll;i,sts, Ilnd a Visionary 

of a Jewi:,h state when then; shr nk from the conccp-t, " 19 Kahane 

cansl-clers himself to be the. l('gitimate heir t.o the' leadership of 

the RevisiollJ.st tradition.:Z c His cOillmitmellt to J.botinsky's COI\~ 

ception of Zionism is not e.ntirely di ing nuous, but Kahane 8.1 0 

recognizC's the practical political valu(' of invoking Jabot in -ky' s 

name and symbolism aUlong the nationfllist'con, tituency to whom he 

is trying to app', 1. "o<!ny, howevor, he. plnys down these innu

e-nCCl;;, tt(~lUpting to portray himself as an orIginal, courageous, 

ano ev n prophet i.e thinker.·2 
1 

19	 
Mcir Kahane. Nev('r ~S_~~, p. 133. 

20	 Kahane views his right to this position to be especially valid 
s ince th(~ Co,lUP David Accords, wh.ich Kahane <;..onsiders to be a 
betrayal of Revisionism by ~l(machem 13egin. For 1\ halle, no real 
di cipln 0f Jabotinskyas Begin h d be'll, would ever relin
quish l/lnd from Jewi.sh sovereignty,. 

;n. Ehud Sprini1;ak. "Knch iJnd I i r Kah n<>: th Emerg nl: of J<'wish 
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Tho iooalo y i.hich Kahan cloim. as II's aton s cenl r d,(};oound 

"the f'undQrn fll) ,~: i omthn t ;,th Jei'd:; h Pf'ojJ 1 ~s . up~r or one; 

cilos n liy God, 

The ,Jewish p op)(> is DUlti<p;It:, distinct no:c; parat 
people. divin ly chosen at Sinai., a relig.i.o-nation, 
trahsccl'tding th foolishnn:c;. tlnd 'd' Iler of sh 1101.' 
secul r nation lLm hat m r 'ly divides without rais
inS up. It is D cho. n r opl who n tion 1
ism and re.Li.gioll re id nLie I and indivisible. 
It is p ,oplo Lhat WJS given a s cred law, th Torah, 
and on immut ble desLiny LO live and uphold the Torah 
·50 a. to serv 0. light lIllto, t.h not.ions.---:rh 
Db crVl.lncC' of the mit~_ (divin commandm 11t5 -S.L.) 
'Ii. th(\ 01, rN1. on [or J wish chosC'nncss nd Jewi. h; 
xj~Lf'ne . . . . All LhLlt h pp n d, happ n. nd i.ill 

'happ nos, cordill" .LO 3 divin plan L Lh conler 
of which ·tand~ the J ~ish r·ople.~1 

Kahane tllk('s lhis highly cxclusivist st'a;l'1:CO OllC step 61rthex. 

The Jewish p'oplc':-, Lln~que sLatus nLitlf' til m to their own sys

'tem of nOnlH.1Live behtlvior, unfettered by a.ny univcr"dlist code Or 

norms. As Kahflne. puts it, "we are not like othe-r people, tmd the 

norm and rHd] ities of the world flre not for u . HZJ Given what 

Kahane porceiv S as a chronic hosU1 ity on the p.art of the gentile 

world toward Jews, Jews must pursue their r.olJecti-ve self-inter ~t 

and path tOi.;ard redc:mption withollt. ny rc ,ud to the futJ Je t,ask 

of	 am'Jjorating gentih~ hatred. llf\('vcr agnin can we allow Jews to 

be	 killed by the goyim. It is our responsibility. I would rather 

have a Je.wish state that i.s hated by the whole world that) an Aus

Qua::.i-Fascism'l, :rerusalem: Van 1,0.'0:r: Institut'e, 1985, P ,'15. 
Spr:inz k claims. that Kahflne dmillcd to him that he was influ
€ln<,:cd by Jsrael. Eldad, a form r member of the Irgun unci ulhor 
of the ultra~n Lion list book. The J wish Revohlti.on (NY: 
Shengolcl publishing, 1971.) 

Ill. N ir Kahane, Listen ~9r l,i, Listen Jew, p. 16. 
-~-..-. 

2.	 J 
l1eir Kahan!" , LisL('n WorJi... Li. t('n ~~r. p. 142. 
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chWitz that is JOY d by: it."24 '1'h115; the. Jews' first (.lOd only 

r('.-ponsibfli y b Lo hi fellow J w. K<hllnc unnbus,hedly dis~l ys 

'thischauvihism in the. impl· su ge lion th t, " major qu sti:otJ, 

for Jc~s in ~~ ~ lng y qu stion i~: is iL good for J 1'1 ?"2 5 . As 

;'P(~Gt, KahCln-e -also pI ces a high r v Iue on In\l,'i h 

l.i.ve hl1n 11lly olh 'rs. \,'h·]. ditiCll.·:; 'ng Lh Lebanon War" ,he ,said,! 

tl'l'he lifeM on . J '~i 11 oldier is lotth morCl than 11 the l.C'b ~ 

i'·1" 

K hane pr>' nL' a fiv -proll ed id _olog~;W'hich, £ol1ow,s logic 11.1 

from tl e hove' pr mi. e of JC\~ish ehauvini m. ot surprisin ly) 

the fir, l. comp II nL is Allav L Ybrocl or 'love of J Ivry. To 

Kuhilll • L11i~ mPlln:,> tIJ t a Jew mus mok h weir I' of hi fcllo 

J,ews ·his high· t priority. J \01 must bp willing Lo s eririce, to 

abandon their comforts and fi curity, as long as there is a T \0,' in 

n '('. "We must be pr p[lretl Lo give our. effor'ts; we must be pr 

red to givl.} Our I.nOIl ys; ltd • .i£ n: ·d bc, we must pI' par d to 

" 1 T1 Z 7gJve our Hv s (or lh Jcwish peop . In fact, K hnnc main

tajn Ihat.J wish or ,niZlleiollsW'hose (in ncia] J:""sourc'S aid th" 

communiLy at IfJrg • includin'g Hem-JeW. lack AlIi'll/llt Yisrocl. For 

eXHU.lple;, J .Id. h COIl rihutiollstoC'n itred .\¥ay whicl1 scrv g ntile 

communitiC$. ar misuse 0:£ funds .. : "1'h rc rc Jewish poor; there 

is Jewisl, conomic andsoci I uff ring. Tlies must take p-rece
-~---'--- -.-~ 

24 ~l-eir 'Kahatle, }luhlie sp('(~ch. Brookline .IA. January 1985. 

25 
t'1eir Kali n TIlcStor o'E t.h· JDL, p.74. 

2G 11eir Kahane, pu lie .p~'ch) Boston 1~, '(ch 1985. 

27 }la ir K brine) 

,2,8" "b 
~;. i d. ;p, 78 : 
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d(\f1c,. 112 S 

,il r J ( sin 10 J is thre Lencd. 

by a si,tuat::ion, that -s:itllEltion imm di t 1y b comes a peci ic lly 

Jewish prabl m. Thus,aHirm.lt:iv" quot ore signHi

cant only b'CilUS' J wish stand Lo be hurt by 

th'rn, A~ sltch,,:Kl1hon0 Sil s 'tll y can titute dc1ibcr t 

s mit ism ilod rt>quir \' i gorous opposl tion. J wish repons ib . 1 i ty 

to l1Jlltnt<Hn$udr an atti,t:ftrdc is jll<5tifi d by the' "far. " t h, t non

Je\o.' Vt~r ho.lp JC\\'s sO J:'l;}i~ rou,s t he IV them. 1ve 

l\nh n ohen cit . ,tht~ H\!11;OCBust as Lll{~ prime ex mpIe of J(~I~S 

la,cking ~h vnt XisE£;el. Kahane 's iot. 'rpr lot ion of hi sl.ary is that 

the. Unitod St8tes could certainly h'v don marc to S v Europ('oll 

Jewry. This. by it elf, ne;Lt,hcr'Sl1TPi7i,se;;; nor l\lpscts Kahanej ;it 

is precisely \..,hat he says Jews should CXpf!ct from ('Ill. i 1 C':'o. \,'11 t 

do s horrify Kahane :is that Anlexic8n Jewry .:Jcqui ~cQd in flmc.rica"s 

indifference to Jewish xt rrtr:iJ~at;j,on, Jf!wi. h leaders reacted to 

Roo velt's refusa3 to bomb Tail ,Un .; laading to Auscoto.'itz nd 

t:l;jccti011 of shiploildsof J-ewtsb refuge's 

an 1y wi't.h the us ua 1 hones L nd s'i1'l:cer(~ protes t5 which 
lack-ed substance and strength. There was no 
call fo.r five miUionAmr'CllD Jews to cake. to tbe 
st:re€lts, no call for sil,-ins 81)Q., civil di obedience, 
:nOm s. march of rahbis1t\!1 t l1 e jails. 1'he 
rofu'sal Lo allUndoll th,e mill1tle ,of', irespectahility, cven 
When it c me to saving Jewish livcs, we the hallmark 
of a £ailure to understand fully the r 1 rneaning of 
Ahavat 
~""_~ 

YisTool,29
_''_.__-........-'a.. 
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Giv{~n the 'brottd inter-pr Llllioll Kahane h s of /\11 v t YL roel, 

the 'otber four ca:tcgoril' 'll hi, id 0 ogya:re almost t'cdundant .. 

Nevcrth 1 s, ,he illCludcs them for l\o,:o r on. Fj;;cst, by gJ.ving 

his ideo Lo y . five sections, ht~ giv s hI' imptc.• loll of gr ater 

id(~olosica 1 depth. Even if that depth is orO y j 11usory, it 

appe Is to potential IMmb0.rs. 30 Se'cond, toe 'actual titles of the 

four, qther (:at.egoLi e rn .powerful wonls which liav .£1 c rtain 

appoa} inllnd of lh'm lv' lil1dFlr\ for exampl • is CI word u cd 

by JanoLin kY,and n.an~n1. being the' H¢brcw word -for iron, con
, ;:--r," 

jurI" up feel ingl:> 0·[ power.' Thus; ~Wen though £\lwv L Vi ro 1---- is 

so comprehensive, Kahane insists on the fiVe s poraLe principl 's 

which constitute his ideolog). 

The ~ec(md princj,ple he lists is one which he !iJ'ts directly 

from Jabotin,'ky's Revis:lonism: Hodor, or Jewish dignity 8n,d pride. 

!!~s1a.!: was originally a re,Jctionto anti -semit ism which \oJA~ seen by 

Jabotil1sky as a.n tlttempt to degrade. Jews and instill self-hatred, 

European J ws h~d their self-est.;em stripped from them by brutal 

prejudice. Similarly, argu'~ ~ hon'. Am rican Jel'Js lack pride, 

though for them this 'is primarily a 1.'\: ult: of ignorance etnd I:IpU

t.hy. He believes that tbe beauty of Judaism, its rich h€<ritage. 

its abundan(~e of herot;s, and its miracul<;>,us survival in the face 

of persecution would instill Jl'wish pride in youth if only they 

~ Q This fact was obvious at the first meeting of the American 
branch of Kach in Brookline, t-lA on February 3, 1985. The self~ 

appointed leader of the movement, K n Sidman, str ,8.d th Kach 
is a philosophical and ideologict:ll mov ment. Th first ord r 
of businc s, in f ct, 1,'lIS to s t up n"Idcology Colll!tlittee" 
which wa charged with the duty of formul Ling positIons all 
issue:'> ill accord nee \oJith the thought and valu r .pr~ nt'd by 
R bbi Knhanc. 
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were expo-sed t:o it properly .Ono of the princ;iplll goaTs of the 
, 
'.' 

JDL _wa~ t:0n~vitalizc the Jewish pride of American youth;. Kahane 

11ses loftylan[)lI~' to glorifY the concept and his application Oif 

it: 

flao.:lr is transl cd into the relationship b twc n h 
Jc~lt \>·f 'll~C r. agul'. m mb'cr a.nd his lead r. hip nu 
pld losophy. Til J wi, h Dcf n:-c Lague reprcs nLs on
idea 1 alld ,') ph '10 op1'1y and, 'therefore, wh·ther it be 
an office or (n offie,er of the o·rganization, resp'cl. 
must be .lll;.cordcdto the status and to the ideals which 
1::11o::;c r pl';!H~ent. Be proud that you.' areinctlte 
vclflguatdond let 'clla w{);r:d:<> '\Iewish Defense League'! be 
JHUtt of ·th,~ comfort alld cOll501 ti n that come· from 
know ill that one's Ufe was pcut to holy purpose. n 

Thus, we can $(' hal<.' Kah nc at L 'mp s 1.0 lend leg i Lim cy to his 

moveml~nt by irwoking the pm,er of a Revisionist symbol, The 

al:tempt( d a~grandizement. of the J-DL i::; blatant, but Kahrtne 

believes that he is pprfor01ing a moral service by providing a 

vigorous Jewish ot:gDnization for Jewish youth. 

The third of Ktlhane' s stated principle5 is more in keeping with 

the image hi organization ultimately assumed, namely Ii rz 1. or 

Iron. "BR!zel is a p:r:incip£ll ingredient of the Jewish D f nse. 

LeaglW'$ ideology, in creating a physically strong, a fearless and 

a coura8 all J oW 1.1110 fights btwl<. We are clHanging an :i..mage, an 

image born of ttyO thousand years in the Q..~J ut (exi.le - - S.l.. ), n 

image that must be burie~. bectnrse -tt has buri d us. "'2 Not SU:t: 

pl:isingly> .Kahane 1 gi l.im tes the concept of Barzel by pointing to 

the military feots of ISTRel, a nation of Jews that h prov nits 

31 Kahan, Star. of ~ JDL, pp.84~85. 

Ibid. p ..g-6. It is intore ting to note. that here Kahane is 
playing off ·of negative anti-s mitic steruotypa.s. On Some 
l~vel,' he believes t.hat many CI'" fit tl1e dera at.ory tmage of 
;Jews D w ok - ndcowtlrdly. 
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ability to £i ht' ,,1Jeil the need arises, F\Jrthermon~, p rzel is 

justifiNl 'as fin a lthelltic ,Jewish prillciple with its roots 'in. the 

Biblt~. 'lose smiting th EgY17t ian taskmaster ,Joshua onqu ring 

he Land of Isrlll.el, David killing Goliat.h,. the milit ry victori 

of the monarchy, th .f ccilh '$ r vol Ling llgainst AuUochu': th ',C 

to Kahan arC' lh, heroic t:lcts of J I"ish history and manifest lions 

o:f Bar~·L. Thl::. J wis'h trndition lives on in the form of J('Io:1. h
,....0.-._ 

fighters in the Warsaw gh tto, Oc in's lrgun, the lsracl D f nse 

Fore's, ond fillolly N'ir Khan 'f; .TDr. nd Kach. cogn] zing th 

controv 1'8i 1 nJlurC of thi cone ption of Jud ism, Kahon wri es~ 

"If . t.o teoJ.ch roll, J t. to strike back; to be strong, 'to 

retaliate '. if to put an end 'to the concept that Jewish blood is 

cheap ~- jf thi,s is' Utl-J' wish, 'th~n surely the Stat{~ of· Israel 

remain th most un-Jewish of all stat·es. "3 3 

Kellunl' I S fourth pri.nciple I }1ishm~~ Y~r<?e~, or J0.Wtsh disc:l. 

pHne, was 11 to 11$ to onsure that the chain of command IYithin his 

mOVCotOcllt, and hi. tot 1 control, Iw.uld not be challengnd. His 

de.scriptions or li,hmll t Vi-rof'! st;H~SS the nE~ed for unqll ~t:toned 

obcd:Ltmce to h,ciU,tl1\tE~ prompt mobiLization against. anti-s('mit . , 

This prind.pll,:1 Lsrcmil1i.~c nl of the d·s:L.re for power that KalHtne 

hIlS ex.h ibit d . Jnc hi' youth. 

Finally, there is 1}.1:!.'1chon. or fait.h in the indestructibility 

of the Jewish people,34 Koh De is filled with optimism for the 

Je\,~ish peop!, in g nera and the J1)J) j,n particular, an optimism 

,.thich grow from the belief that the J ws are chosen, by God, and 

,~,3 lbirl. pp. 87 -88.
 

HT,it rally. Bitllchon man., . ·entity 01: d~~f~nse.
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opmcnt Lraced carli 't', Th d, ot radic .lism and ,parochialism 

t"ercogml rously nOllrish d.' 

mry-c . u 1 o. erv r i hi:-. ag'r s iv(' ('v '0 violel:rt.; nature, 'His 

temj)(' r: 1 cxp 10. i ve. unci h 0 ftNI \,Iork It inis~lf in 0 fiL~ of roge 

;tepeat>ing stories f om 11L r p rtoirt-a :of anti-:-scmitic 

th,tt he degenerat • into violent, bloodthirsty I'hetoric. For 

example, ill onC' ::..p \(~h, \4'h1.10 dj~<.:u sing ;the seig of B irut:) 

Kaharlt'l scn~am-ed: 

W:ehad :them! W:ehad the:m!W:Bh-ad them! Arafat .• 
Habash, Fat.Hlt:Jueh, and all those other "Jookoem" 

::en hI' w [or t'cockro lchc:;" ,S.L. ), That w s the 
mom nt Lo crllsh th m - - once t:lIla for all! j 5 

It is not surp.rising that }\ hane has a:dvocatod.. inspired. and 

participated in t:l:u111erO'lJ$ a,¢ts of vioh~l<lCe ott'er the yearS. 

Kahano's hf~tory includes b lllingsof llllti- mi.Le', pri'on term, 

for posse ' i on and u. of un:, Ild xp lo~;i v s, min rs lor illing 

youths ho\v to sat bOmbs, -physico] asS;IH) Its on Soviet dip lomats , 

counter-terrO,t'lst a<::t Ilg iost Arab. in Eu;rope and AmnticB, and 

numarQ\~S, vioiLent demon trilLion Kahan hlls prov' n that he is 

J5 ;lcir' Kah,1n~, pllb 1ic sp ..ch. Brook Lime ~1A,Januety 1985. 
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willing to . /let on his Own viole.ntrheto'l!'tc. Not only dOM he. 

,:clIrry out 1ti~ thr Jtsj·J'yut heac.tually valu sthe viohmce ibs~l£, 

At .thevcry 1 tlst.,; 'lJl?wi:sh viohnlCE! .to prot ct J' wi h inteH~sts is 

possible that 

hi~ violent charneL ·risLlc. or, iridica>tive of neur 8eS whic:h shape 

his p 'rsona) i ty nd worldv j cw" 

~n a<similar vein. Khan' givns ,ign of s xual rudety.From 

his)'o'U:th wh n he obj ctcdt~6 mi.xed sex s'ocial iz1'ng, Kahan h s 

:focus~d on x III I L. ,. u 'IUs spucch 

WU11 ~raphic; snxlIJl d ·scripl..ion, innuelldo, ~nci imag tY that they 

have been charaet riz d as "blnnt.,;!Dittita:L,· and highly off n

siv~!. "., 7 In one of his pamphlets urging J0wish girls not to date 

outsifle the faith" Kahane writes, "The best '4ay ofs,erewing tbe 

Jewish n·at:ion is 'to screw a .Jewish girl· and brende st the fact as 

wio.e ly aspos!:! 1b 1(' . "38 K 11011(' aLmost i!lv;lariahly recounts the, 

ki1Jing or rape of J(~WS'dHrJng sp,"-echcs, llCCe sful1y inciting his 

audience. His d s(~r' ptions are ordintd,rilyquit(~ explicit . While 

tolling how ,a Young I rAel' soMiex hitchhikin~ home f.rOIl1 1:1'1' b se 

off his penis and st.uck it 'in :hi:s l1l~:>Uth) Ie vlng h1m to bi d to 

de&th. "39 He it>. cvcnmoreexplicit w'he:11 describ i ng l\rab ropes of 

H	 ~leir KaharlH, I1~ §tory of the JDL, R dnor, PA: Chi hon Iloo1« Go. 
1975 .. p.142. Em12ha is Ilis. 

37	 Spr1.l1?ak 12' ~'\3. 

3 B	 1'1e ir Kahane, unda t d 1cuf'let . 

39	 Neil' KnhDnc, public spcech,Jerusalem, 1ST/H'l .. JulyS, 1985. 
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Jewishgids. Suffice it; to st:ly th, l nothlng. not evm;l Arab 

t(~rror,ism, visihly angQrs ,KA:lbaJln as much <:IS; S x b,t\.looo Jewish 

WOnJ(:\tl llrld Axah mcn, wllcLh r in t:h0. form of rape or marilolll jnLcrc~ 

QUl'5C. lie; has l1egodly galle 0 far 35 to abduct Je,,,ish "'om n who 

[11"0 unhppily marri(~d to Arabs and cannot ,abtaii1 diVtyrccs. q·c 

Kah[~neal.so apparently ahducts the childr'l1 of th S(~ intermar

ring'es and p.la 'S them in Orthodox homes or y shivot. r r doxi

c lly:. lohes (;hildren are. :l~wi. h ecordj;ng :to ,J-fiwish law sine 

th~ir mOl-hers nn" Jewish but Mas l~ms according tc{ Isracli;civil 

law (asiit:uation which l~ h n finds uncoil cion bl ). \\'h n c rt 

t'rcmt<'d by autboritic~, KOJil:BJl(~ repor cdl:r said that he would 

Arabs. 41 

Kahane I", emphas is all sexual issues is more. than Jnero demagog~ 

. \,I'ry dcsigned t.o rile his audicnc .5. Not only does heac.... ·a,gainst. 

., ilrt.(~rmatTiiilgQ.S, 1u; has also proposed legislation to outlaw s xua1 

relations betwecn Jc\,rs a.nd non-Jol"s in Tsrl1~"L Using the imagery 

of blood tl [:\lemont. of the Jm~ish nation, Kahane,' s .propo. als Ilre 

ominOll:> ly rl,lrniniscent of tho Nurenlourg I,aws, a fact which hilS bo n 

e..xploited by the Ninlstry of Eductltion in the democratic valu 

$cminnrs described in chapter 'ttI1Q. 42 Specifically, he calls for 

qo	 Under Jsraeli civ.il law these mnrriages would have. to he P(H~ 

fo-rlned by l1oslemc.lergy since the.re ,ar;c no civil marriages 1..11 
Jsrael and no .intormarriag s performed by Je'4i.sh clergy. Unci'al' 
the Hos lem law wIdell govornsthe~e morr i ges, the granting of 
divorces is the husband's r ig}lt. 

41	 Personal intervietv with Barbarl'! Ginzberg, (l full-time member of 
Kahanels.staff, Jerusalem, July 1985; 

4Z	 1:t :is unlikely that KallilXlf! was unmWE1.Tp. of thlfl similarity wh 1'1 

he published his platform, and 11 may have deliberately mir
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"n011 ,-cit i ~('u" s t~t\l.sfQr n11 non.~JeW$ in ISTac 1 nel prohib.i. tioD:S 

IJga i.n. t . x b. w n J lo.'S and non-,)ews ,Wii:h both 0(( nding parthn:; 

scrv ing in jail for fi.v ye'ln. ~ 3 Any no,n-Jew who refU~H\d to take 

on oath of all .j flnc Lo the' J l.:ish state or who would not a.CCf'pt 

thfi! non-d.ti.ze,n st Itu!;would be "xp(~llcd. Kahane claims tbat all 

of these prop.osal 

:racist in content nd reflect a s!;x1;J.al1y()bS'(~$sj,ve petson, lity. 

Asi.de rom !\Dhonc I s xual fix-at.:ioll and xenoplwbia, be has 

also exhibited C'vid m:e of mC'galom'lnia. Koh ne p rc:eives him elf 

as Lhc Pfl ddigrnatic J 'w, the cmly ,(11).'0 ocLin' according to God's

will. When 11 k·d if h is p1 ying 11 significant roloin God's 

plan fort'be .h:lI....S, he an. wcred, "1 m. But not beclJuse God chose 

me. God .... nL v ry J I. to do I.'h L I'm doing."4~ In particular, 

KahilJll\ hcliev::; th L h alone h ::; the abil i ty and fore' ight to 

save Jewry from all the dire thrl}ats it faces : anti-semitism, 

a simi;lation, aputhy, SOy; t opprc.sion, Arab t rror ism, and 

in term rr,ill c. A lc d'r of th .lD1, ttnd of [Zach l Kahane h s 

d rnandcd 'xclusiv' C011trol over the nloVem,mLs, a monopoly Over 

their public n11atioIlS, and sole authorship of any I.ritten mALeri

als. He claims personal responsibility' for any achievements of 

his groups, and, b;e xagg ro l'S the scope of those achievemlmts. 

}'or instance, by virtue of his 1 lIdership of the JDL, h t.akes 

n:ir dth urcmburg L W$ for shock value. 

"3Nelr Rah8n~. inL rvi w with Il n LYl1field. Also I Kl1ch Party I 

Undat d pAmpb-lt;,,' 

; nt'crvI w with B 1'1 LynCieLd. 
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tu:editfor Lh4:l fr dom of 100,;000 Soviet Jows releas'd in the 

early 197Q':s,.4s!,)robblyin ~l;n efrort to :r~iTlforc'e his self-image, 

Kahane urrounds hirost!ilf with; indi",j dUl11s who idolize him, 4 b By 

thriving onuch rI lltRwnt, Kahana repllls spot ntiat rfupporters 

who agr WiLh him .ond \"auld. be cn:pable -of shar ing Idership 

responsibility ,1Qut Crlunot sl>i!wd the hero \voTship KahanR 

the f'orftl 1i~cd dj. iunce between th.e 

lead r rid (on w. rs in his jJlOVtlJlHmt t..hic'h c.ontinually rciuforccs 

Perhaps n. a result eHh(~r of his treatm nt by his followers 

or he has rec 1v d eve r th years ., KahliHle I s 

rOT j n tance, he Indi~ 

crOllS ly eX(),ggf~rat:es his OW'[1 personal influencfl in Israel: 

It is unbelievable what the Arab thinks Wheit'l he hears 
11K' 1 ,,, '['hI" .tl{t1 name ,fl14lnt1. ' ree yea:rs ago v';assCrv.Lng l.D 

tIle army in Ram'611ab.. The Arabs there rioted, and 
th.ey sent 'me to HtlJ))cll1nh to put down. the riot. And 
let me tell you, as ~oon (Il> the Arabs 11 (lrd that 
KahatHt \.;tasin RilUlaHah -- there was 11Q riot. 4S 

In	 tllC COllt xt of n"l iglous Judaism ,inf'lct; h(> has com to 

himself as the pos.essor of the formula for bringJng the ~le . ial;;. 

Kahane sees the stat~ of IBrael as the final test for Jows befOre 

45	 Heir Kilhane, public speech, Hoston, Harch 1985. 

4 ~	 This is perhaps the single ll1ost-obvious t.rait !ill r d by hi:> 
close followers and staff. D.ire.ct quotes from Kohlln (or "The 
Rabbi" as he is affectiotl;t3tely called) a'to U5 d Lo 5 CLIo dis
})\ltes in the same Wf1,y that biblical v()rs(~Se\re ofLen quor.cd. 
The Sllmcdorc of 20-30 followers can also befotlnq latallo'f 
Kahane is spa ches nd carry h1rn to the podium nd, later, back 
to his car on their shoulders. 

1+ 7	 Tnt rview with ~foTdechai Dolinsky. 

48	 ~ 1 19doit. Kahrlnf', public speech, Brook :ine, ,January . 85. 
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the CQlJl1.n of thl1 r .. i ala . 

The Talmud says th'lt the NQ,ssian.,.:and the ina 1 
days will COIIlC in olle of two Wtiys. if we deseT it, 
rdcely and, swir.tlyand instantly, and if W~ -don It, 
then first ~vjth terrible tvays. It t,rQ'uld appear to me 
th t it i. po: :;ib10 that God gave us this St to 'as a 
final t;racE.period, hoping that tv-c would go Lack to 
him and th. n II \"ould bring the }l •. lj iah, h· utifu'lly 
and itistantly. H 

Kahane is not alQne iTl harborirtg lJH~ssiau::Lc hop '$ nor i~ he 

l;I.lone :in: his c.cmvic'Cion that the rc'dflrnptiol1 ;is imi11:Lnel1.t; m ny 

reHgiou Zioni.t:s btlli(we that the lib ,ration of J;!daeu an.O Sama~ 

d.te! ;in ,19'67 ~..as a step tCit"ard r dt'l1lrtioll. Knh nc: i uniqu .• h(J\oJ~ 

ever, in h.is ,formula f()r b inging the Nessi.ah :1.11, this g n~ration. 

1. ruel morely 11 s to annex all territory which it controls 

(including uthern Lebanon since it, too, was within the biblical 

boundarie.s of Israel), evj ct all enemies of the Jews from the 

sta.t.e of Israel, IJnd destroy the mo, ques on the Temple Mount. 

"Had we only actBd \,;ithout- considering the gentile roaction., with~ 

out fenr of what he may say or do, the Messiah would have come 

right through the open door and brought. us n~demption. '" D, Thus, in 

s11ch c1i.1ims. Kahane has gone to tlH~ Urnit of self-aggrnndi7.cm0nt 

in sug sting that his proposals will lead the Jewish nation to 

its ultima.te redemption. 

With th s mc' -lanie prrnniscs, we have reached the culmination 

of th~ ull.ique and fial1iltical \..,'oddv ie\~ of ~1eir Kahan~. Even i1:5 

most re.markebl c facets fire not ent i rely unexpect~d in ] igbt of th(~ 

background and personality described above. Kahane 11 been 

'4~	 1'1eir Kahane, rnl rview with Ben Lynfield, 

'SD	 H:eir Kahano, Al Hil~lInh Vnha~<:ul(l p.59. Quoted in Rprinzak,
 
FJ'·l8". ' ~.
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cciticiz.ed ovur Lhoyc,d:ts fOT, being a cOfoplcL<dy clf~int r sL.ed 

Jewish activi~t ll'L lorge, f1:'Ht.ingfrQlll one isstice and counLry to 

<lllothcr. Tiler is, llow VOl', eve~;y ranson t.o bol:ieve t.hat he 15 

sinccr at:. I rlst about his convictions about Judaism and Jewish 

power. In fact, one hi \\'orldview is llrldcistood, hath in thrust 

and origin, ~L'Lis Il, .tlon b'coln(} not only comprehens±.bhl but also 

pr dicta1.JJc. KuhJ.llG' S '(l:d:ult Cftre r ism rely Lhe niltural appl i C8~ 

tioo of h' S Ilggr $. iV and chl.luvinistic brand of JudaiS/m., combi I cd 

wH:;h his person 1 ob-nss ions and phobias, t:ot.(~e envirotlJn<mt 

arounclhitlk" ' 

Th f cL that. Kah no h has :remaj.nQdcommitt~~d to his convic

tions for the pa' r 18 y ars eL~ him (lpnrt frQm Olany other dcmngo

gic ex.tremists ~4ho, hClinS Jc:p(\ndcnt on publicity T,O gut Lheir 

movellH~nt$ off the ground. 0 ftnn change their stmlces on issues in 

an ,p.ffort to cxploi:t shifts· Jnpublic ()pinion. Benito tlussolini, 

as described by f)(lilis ~lack Slilith/ epitornizEld just: such flui.dity or· 

convic.tion. S 1 Smi II pOTtr'ays 1'1ussolini fJ,S a blatant public.ity 

s C'k r, pur~lIing hero~woJ·. ltlp from the Italians. Hussolini was 

tdl Ung to embr8X:.e 41J)"doClrin whi cll wou 10 carry hiro to pot~E\r. 

In 19:W, he r coglliz d the prcvedHllg leftist nt. im fit in 

Italy, and referred to himscl:f''':a:s ,,@:".social:iSct,S2 By 19,2l; when 

he fixst cot r d padjament , Hj:uGiging that TlOli n politics were. 

Uk.ely 'to move. further towards the ri:ght ,he tookh 's se t 

on Ute ex.trem¢ right of 1 h · h l "'53 As Hu:;;,oliniadmi t ~t1l~ pmp I.t ere. 

51	 Denis Hack Smith, ~lussolini: iii BJ2srap!lY., lY: Random House, 
1982. 

52	 Ibi<;i, 1'.40. 
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ted in private., If( ci m was not a sp;tem of immutable beli (5 but 

i 1 nto ..iii po, it. ca· pot.:f'r. tvhat 

W(' hav' 'om La cxp ct. from J 'mngagll~S ,.rhos·a primary drive is for 

their OW)) po~~r, ." 

Athrst gl nc it" l\o!tfln(' PP Drs to be just such an unprin

cipled power-~ knr, xngg r t(\~ the 

impact of his d .od.. nd surround!' him. Lfwith individuals wllc() 

wor~hip him -- all }hl'~olini-l'k eh r cLod. lie$), His lust for 

ptlbHcit;y is obvioll. from hi fla:,hy .,nd sk 'llcdu, c" of the media. 

Just ~·9bviQlIJ. L hi~dNdr for pow r. n mbitioll lo which h~ 

r adi.ly arlmit.s, P rhnps it is llOt .urprjsill~ thetl; :that. II h s. 

b CII c Dod a fosc",t. not only by lli~ politic,l denigra ors, but 

by ~cho1ars fiS wel1. ·\,'h'Jt. VI.! r .1 s m bf' . io ahaut Kah.:me. it 

is important to b ar in mind that he is not entirely ullprincipled, 

but, in fact, committed to the idC'lll' di cus:>C'd above. 

pat<h to l ' fiul::h unscrupu:1ous b h vior. is 

Political Typology 

lilefo.t:8 (1Xllm;LnJug the f:i1te of Kshulle' $ progr 01 In a tin it 

"'ould be inst>l:tH>tive to pIlle him Orl th compar l.ivn poltti.cal 

sp ctrum. By d t rmining wllat typ of pol'tic 1 phenam non Kllhane 

repre. nut , . 1m j 1ar groups in other g 'ographic Or chronalo~ic,al 

environments can he used to help unJ rst rid K$.hane. Similarly, 

our understsndi:n.g of this type of movement is dcop-encd by a . ys

t~matj c exami n t.ion of charac ristiCs of Kach nd JDL such as 

53 Ibid. p.44. 

S4 Ibid. p.46. 
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niche Qn.the·poliLj~Blp cLtum.s;inco .fln incon:cct pI c~ll'len:twould 

distort both Oil): vi. ion of Kilbane' movemen, nd of Lhe. e r 1. L dL 

groups. 

Kahane' s:/lvQwcd opponenLS within tile pol:i:t:tcal mainstr. m, 

toted to D ign K hl1n politicol I b 1, US\I lly "f~ eist" or 

tI .• ,eVen az.l.. TI1::; 1 b .1. ot"(i! :I.'Hitchos n for ~hcir o>eholarly 

accurac)'~ but t'i1thcr Lor licir hi Loric.1 r vcrbcrations. TI}ey 

arQ not anal tic cdl gorjc~ btt terms ~f bu~c. A 'u h. they are 

not germ HI to our prescnt nL lysis .\~hat i import nL is th t 

many scholars \.liollavc 1:lFpli.n.d a label·to KahtHtc hav(~ also sen 

him as some f.orm of fascist. Ehud Sprinzak, a political sciontist 

at Hebr,ew Dnll! l'Sity is one scholar who attempt.s to forma lly 

d€lfond this politi 1 lobel for Kahane. In a rc,Ctmt art iel e, 

Sprinzak calls KahBJlf! a i'quasi-fascist·" I a d sign.n.ti,an wh.ich he 

defelld::; at length. $5 Qua•• i-fascism is a onecpt. which, of cuurse., 

clln only be. d r lJI·d i.n rt'lation to f 'ci'm i Ls If .. $prinza.k 

definos fascism political behavior involving ~;treme ni3.tionol

ism and violence end based ltpon '8 pbilosophy ,th t tot 11)( rejects 

democracy as 13' political re.gime illld as a ·sysLP,m of political 

norms. Fascist movpments can also be idcntif·cG., continues Sprin

zak, by UWir croWing of a new order b ~(Kl on vitality, tho belief 

that their leaders £iretrue. represcn atlves of the monolithic 

55 Sprinz~k pp,23-37. 
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state, and th,jr oppo.'itjonto t.he values of 1:iberali ni, C()Il:;LiLu~ 

tionalism, nd. p.:lr1idm .nLnrism,os .}'ut'tl"terrnore" fa· ist l1istorl" 

cally "(ihorishad th~ir leaders to the. point o:f.perso:nali.ty cu)t; , . 

they appLied asgr s . ivc prop~g ncla mothods it-, 'Orelet to 

8'ttr8<,t certf;lin politic<'ll supportors; and th y d. humllniz d til jr 

enemi s in order to 1 l:j.'ti.mt~te their 1at-er xpulsion or elilllina': 

tion. tlS7 . Sprinzak gaM onto ch racte:r.h;.e the ';£'Qrrof' ci·t mov~. 

Olents tend:c'O tk np'on in sciz' ng power .crlte:riawhicJ'1c ax 

..,..... For,SJlrln:t k,qu si-f,::c.tst lTlOVemeonts closeJy r sc',iible [a c'.t 

ones in ::.implifying camp] "X i.~SIl(,S, dchlJilltrnizing Eln(~mies; <!Ina by' 

playing onchl1tlv~nism, nat::i.OI11"l,U.Sffi, ;lod a.nti-alien serrtirotl.nt. 5a 

Qua:>i -ft;l.scis;t 1 ad(c~rs, like fa~;cist cmos. are fully d'votl'dto 

their cau In fnct,. for Sprinz8:k,the single fc ture distin~ 

gu.i.shing fascism hQm quasi-fascism is that ftl. cist groups nlj(\ct 

democracy. Accord in to .Sprillzak. "!<...e£.!!.. fits the gUll:>i-fa. cist 

mo<l~l. It. follows tbe quasi-f8scist evoluti<mary ptlttp.rn in that 

"', it has not yet n\8ched full .£asc.ism, s i.gnifiod by a Lotal 

reject.ion. of th'democT-(,itic order. !lGO ThB' problem with Sprinz k t S 

C LcgorixuLion of K~I L lhJt Kahane would indeed r ject the 

democratic order if ho had the pOlllar .to do S0. Ill. eff ct J Sprin

zak is confn. in K hane's c<3pabilities w-it11 his intentions. Ev n
-'-----........-__...--"""'-,,--

S G Tbis definition is closely paraphra. cd from Sprinzak, p. 24. 

5 7 Sprinzak, p.24. 

S 8 Sprinzak, p.25. 

59 Ibid. 

'GO, Spr i n7.l1k .p.. 26 . 
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Hitler, who t'crtaiHlv eould not be cal IN]r ' • 

torc.ed 1:0 playth~' ~ ffi(~ of democracy at first. Thll., by Sprin~ 

zak's model, K h, nc :liould r igli.tfully be. callf'd [8 cit. It 

:>c O1s,. tb n, t.h..lt t.h mosL rigorous a·tt.empt at sellDl rly defini~ 

tiOD o{ Kah 10 .1 r r i \' S L th same. [,15 c j st labfd. 115 l1i:smoS'itetj"" 

dent ious den j gra:td:r.s i 

sci t in a cholurly conLext. Indocun\(~nting the r.ise of fll 

cistmoV' mont.· wod'dWidt', \Hlkinsdut<1rit . : 

1'h re mcrgl'l1C' of fascist. wove'ment.., Gild iol. 'n::.ific ;;. 
tion of fas·cist vio!<mce are . not (:ollf ined Lo a 
mer h ndful of Europe' n arJ:C:jLatin American coun des. 
One of Lh. mo:t Clf;tonish ing developments 110 U en the 
grOl•• Lh of 11 f ~ci8t frin 0 Within Israel (itt ttl form 
of -- S.l.) a tiny ('.X rE~mist pArty, KI3.ch. , . Of 
cours', the ()ve.twh.elming majority oJ Graelis rr<j ct: 
Kach's ideas and regArd bot;h Kacb and nabbi Kllh III 

~$····founder. as lunatics. But this cannot. di guts' 
the truth that . no culture or political ysL m 
Js il m'une from the dangers of the fascist mentality, 
not even the people who have suffered most from the 
bar~ rtty of fB~cism.61 

Wilkinson, like Sprinzl1k., has ,,3 reliltivoly brood dcfini ion of 

fasci.sm, 'P cifylng only that hscists oppose clemo'cracy, ~ish to 

10., dRr, and propose racist ilctions such as repatriation or ·depor~ 

tation, '6 2 1n fact, the utility of such definitions of fasci.sm are 

compl'omL d because they are so inclusive, embracing nearly any 

r.ightwwfng ph nomcnon r 'gl1rdll'ss of its religious orientation, 

BConollJ.ic program, conception of social struct.ure, or st. nce on a 

.~ 1 Paul Wilkinl:ion. Th c" Fa cj~LS London: Gral1t Mclntyre Ltd. 
19.81,t> .145. 

62 
hl"LIk insot). , p, 9 . 

. ~. ;' 
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pla.tho;rifi; pi othe.r crucial olic}' varinbl~. K~l'hane rnay, in fact, 

p.e a ·,faselst. but j:o ord r Lo come to this .conclusion, we mtlst s 

haw he-differs from a !H'r rightistpd-lit.ir:fll types. 

A mor reci~e d~ iniLion offered by Stanley Payn.e in hJs 

Payn '. Qlor xllcting' list of Griteria of rigbt~ 

Wing poLitical (orms IIDUI u. Lo Sc(¢ whic.h, if any, appl to Heir 

'Kahane. Payno culls upon '11 impr s~j\, a:n:ay o:f historic ~.iJl.ns'" 

;xwthor i L ri. n n<ltiouali t yp s; radical r' ghti m (lnd cons rvaLi ve 

n 'thOTit r iLlllism. eeardin. to Pnync, nuin f 'ci~m cons! t. of 

thre(~ major components: f ciS:tnng Lion, it ideology alld goals, 

Gnd it~ sLyle .. 1 Heli. t. .nt;i",],ibcrali~m6/', nLi -communism, and 

allti-tlOl1SerVi:l,tism as the basic fa. eist m~ltiOJ.18. For ideo logy 

and goals j Payne specifies the er alion of a non-traditional, 

nati()n;~U$Cj authoritarian SLelL ; an :nt..(:~rM;ed, rntJlti-cJrclsc; eco

llQrnic struet,ure; radical ill1rc~itllisrn; fln:1 ~sponsal of an id.ealist, 

voluntarist. c1;'.eed. J1S paI"to.f 11 n." ~c.cl,llar culture. $ty1is

of the. ch.arismaLic. Ie adl'r, youLlI .• m~cul.init...Y', virility, v:loletlce, 

8Tld· pol it ieal c.har 'ogr phy. 

Gonservative authorj.tariari'S, though th y share 1·\'QtllEl of the 

public stll Lics', chorp.ogrophy, Ilnd ext 1'n 1 tropping of fas

c;i;stll,tIS$are more tlloderate than. fascLl::l. In partic:ular, they are 

63	 The Gusuing defil1ition is closelyparapJlrased frotll Stanley 
Payne, Fa.,:>cism: Com arison and D fini.tion, Hadison WI: Unive.r
sity ot' Wisconsin Press, 198O;-pp.7-~-

64	 By tbj~ h(' m an lib~ral dl!lIlJC)ctacy, 

~ s	 Payna, p.2-0. 
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les imp d :IlL tic, {"ish Lo pr .erve the statu. quo,ltnCl1lg social 

gxoup dnd of t.he pol Hie 1 sy .t:m, tempel' thuir elitism., and ba e 

'. t.htrir app e on more 'tr<lllition,J1 vOllu ~than the fascists, r,uch 0 

r 1i gion . pG 

Radical righ ists. on t.h olher hand. wunt to transform the 

nLir lJolit.icol .y:,.tf'm. glorify heiJ.' lead'r mar th n COll.t.':xva~ 

tiVe u hor i ttl r j am, (though not '0 Inl\cnas fascists), use the 

mili.tary for PQUt. tceal purpo , sh' r the f s,ciats I imperi 1 tst 

ambitions, and., unlik- fl,cist.s:,·-,oft~.:nb<J., t.h ir PP 01 on rcli, 

iou.8 va,lues Just .. liBthe conservative outhoriLarillns do. Mor over, 

the r die 1 ri ht. being mor dcprnd nt th n (~cists on the 

existing ,tructllre . nd 01 it ... , In(~ '\mtvilling to accept fully the 

cro!;s~c18Ss IUilSS mob;i.liztion and impUNi soci 1. llconondc. and 

cultUI'uJchlmgo.delllf:lnd cl by fascism. "Ii 1 

Even b r Paynn'::; cri.toria, K:'Ih<:'lHH most closely: rf'. mbJ s a fas

cist. He embodi(~:;; 11<' sty1ifilic chor cL ri Lics of fcism; he 

embrace the fasci o 1s of impQddli ill. nation 11 m, and 

authoritarianism; nd Itl' concurs ill th f. C'j ~ n g tioD of lib

r1l1democracy. Nonwve:rev n a cursory 1 nce 8t the criteria 

for the related cate~ory of conservative 3UlhorH riaI'i.m xeludf's 

Kahane. from it. Altllollgh it i 1 s. obviou , }\ah ne 0150 do~~snot 

qualify as .;l. r diCEd rightist. Jle is compole.tely estranged from 

the' xj sting struc.tures llnd c lit '5 and is ind; fferout t.o the 

social, conomic, and cultural change so feared by radical righ~ ----_. 
II Payne, pp.16~20 

G 7 Payne, p.20.
 

68 J;n fact, h _ I,ould ~rlcom( the culturel1 cit, ngetYf revivltrd rel:i.g
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tist 6·8 

F.vnn so. it auld b(~ "improper to brand Kah61.ne fascist. 

Kahane's pro r ill is simp] lOb parochj 1 to !'n,comp. s ven P,'! n '.$ 

mini'mal p-rnrcquLs,i L s of sci::.m. Payn 'v i delle . u~ csts thfltI 

11 area, of society; 'P0litd~ 

ca]. oei 1,eCO$lOmic, Kahane, ,eil ring on 1y b 11 t 

x:e J.j g lOll. liH..k n proro~ J ~ in til·. ~conQmic ~ph ro by which l.O 

judg' IIjm as a fl.l:>ci:,t or nOl1~b cist. n Mor ovet, Kah&Jil'e1s J'et.'. 

'ishparochi 1 i sm nd d ir for a society ba~ d on a· U t 'r .1 

il1tcrpr~L(\tion of tll Bjble xl Hcitly c;olrl:i'T3ui.ctthe clnssic 

:Casci. L go 1, ciLI·d by p. Yll·. Lo creilte t1 non-tnaditional, Secular 

cUlture. 

In fact, Kl1h<JO{ 's rc.1.igion" tilUti.'ilmeuttl.lism r ndllr:-. his views 

not only too norrow for fi;lscism but actually irxeconcilabl-e with 

it. Kahane's ndigious beliefs arE: the ultimate ouree of his 

faseis'.ie id S lnthe fir~t place. Jjis opposi.tion to d mocre)', 

imperi lis:t. lImh i t ions, and desire 1:0' expel the Arabs are n-ot based 

on the pOI/>'erful secular national;Lsl1:lwhich Lyp:i. fi es fa CiSlli.
 

Ra.t};)'·r, they a.re 1111 grollnd'd in his interpretation ,0f.J ish 1 w.
 

. in .his rL,Jigious fund mf'lIL-i 1ism. Thu~. d- spi te Kuh"n" r. emb

lance to fascists in b()tl~ style <'Ind a.om· goals, hisultimte reli 

ance upOn re.l igious conviet.ionstllbUld llillke it: analyt i call y 

misleading to consider him i'l fa cist. 

105ft)'. 

~s	 111.i,· is n especially ~;lad:J),g omission in light of Israe.l's
 
prr<, lng rconomic problems.
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Siltce, Kahane.'s polil.ic, "1" b _.I'd 'Jltindy on his rc)' iOlls 

bel.:i.cfs, it would seem trpprt1priat to dub hiltli1 r ligious funda

menLalist. However, it is impor ant Lo b -at.: , in ,mind thDl. any 

political label must 1.> ulld rl,) toad, itt th" (;onl:: XI. (jf the surrou.nd

jrlg political envirollment. For example. Lip ct and Ra b poi nt 

America is, manifested iT), ~h en i-SOviet vi ws"pf :Barry Goldw t. r 

while the right in Cz eho 'lovaki 'on sts of. o,r.d nt pro· 
., -~ 

Soviets, 70 Simi 1 iy, K 'han r dlcal J ·h. paro<:hi li-m
'" j 

excluded h:iJn from tlwAmP,Tipan Political sp:e;etrUm but lItom Li

Cdl1y qualifi ' him (IS II ul Lr In LioH 1 i'L in L::,r, 1, r,I	 ~10reov 

to refer to Ruhano simply as a religious fundarncntaHst in lsra~l 

is mish)ading since fun(]t:lltiCntalJstgroups oxi,st thero which b. 'I' 

little rp.~emhlallcc to KIlc:h. 1"10 r. r ligious fundamentalists in 

Israel eschew political activity xr pt to maintain the status quo 

in terms of public adherence to J \.:i h law nn to secure funding 

for th.eir communal institutions, Koh n • on r.h 0-1;.1\ 'r hand, e.nvi

sioIls <1 complete and total trans orm, t i.on a socic'ty from thQ 

secular democracy currently operating in IsrH to a Torah sate, 

He, unlike otht:n: ndi,gious fundamentalists in lSToel, j~ not eon-

tent to leave 511Ch radical transformations toGOq and, by exten

5 ion.. the doss :Lah. 111'5t >~d, if 11.11 had the pow 'r, Kahane \\!(mld 

~)nforc Jel~jsh low rC'~Fl:rdless of p'I:'(1gmatic r percussions. 71 Only 

71	 .For example, no religious fundamlHltalist has tak~n such n 
u.ltranationtlHst, if religiously rnotiv ted, staJld on such 
highly crnot i onn 1 issues as Is;rael' s I\rabs, Kahane consid rs 
it b.!l1 'pl!('mou , especially for reHg iOlJR p pl. t.O-argue 
agains t hi!'; d('m nd for expnlsion on secular grounds, Only 
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in this t,ay can Is !;leI provo' to' God that she. !'deserves" th 10s

siab. 

Also, in tb,e <;ontpxt' of the Is.racH poB.tical environUlent, 

Kahan.e.has xc d dUn u. nnl mJlIifc:>t tiQJbs of ultTf.lnaticmaHsm, 

not, only by adopting {"'\,PI1 m r xtI' m' ·tllllOS, but also by claim

ing dlvin ju·tificEtipn [OJ: his positions. Th I.sraeli poHti

(,;ia,ns whos,e. Vi,b\WS Breda 'e.s t to :K,~.haneI S do not b~ s their 

bclicfson r ligious COIIV let.ion but' rath r on om lllixtur~} of 

" eular JllSClC • spcur;t.y CQl1sid r t,iOIlS, and pr, gm tisUI. 1/), Kahane 

det)ounc l;; t.he·o motivirtlous J ar uin that his pro o. al must. b 

<mactcd r g rdU\,s '0.£ pot milll c n ('qu'ncc, since God will 

ensure the ullim, t Jl'ldsh vietol"Y· Thus,his politi.cal nature is 

fUTIdam nta11y di ffcrorrt from the most nationalist sec:ulnr move

IOc:nts in Israel. There c n never be any compromise in Kahane I s 

viel"s r g rd less of worldly prl's',ur '. and c:onsoqucnc<:~:s.73 

It s( m thnt. ('xisting political vocabulary is insufficient. to 

accurately chan:lcter:ize Kch 1I t srelat'ionship to ,the 15rae1i 

pol itic.:Il sy m. T pro~o~o place' him withbl a n w political 

qu(' 'Lion::> of properly interpre.ting .Jewish law are relevant. 

7,2 :,l am referring specific lly to 'uch ~P aple. as Rafael Ritan, 
Goula Cohen, and Yuval N cmun. the 1, dars of the Tehiyat 

CRevival) party, An ex-chi fof tHo Begin's former radio 
op raLor. nd 0 article physicist rc~pec.tively, the.se ultnma
tionlllists ar ecuritymindr.d s cul r Jews, and not at all 
st <,p<,d in religions tradition. 

73, Begin proved by making peace: with Egypt that secular national-, 
1. ls, despite their 'rhetoric, will compromise. if they perceive 
it to b in I r 1 's self-interest. Also, Kahane. diff0.:rs furl 
d:am~ntaI:Ly from Gush Ernuni.m by pr s . ing for a complete Torah 
.society, in which lh nn x tion of Jun ea and Samaria would 
const'itUL but J mall pJr of hi. program. 111 a 'clition; ChlSh 
hai5'chos n not Co org niz a forma' poli.tical party. 
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the ph nomcnon o[ r£'l igiou' toL.li,tarilInism ha plagued the polit

ieal world,. sp Cl 11y JrlLllc Hicldle East. NeithH 1,' "relig lOll 

d . 1 ' ' I' 11 1 . j "1 d 1 hf 'un amenta.ll~t nor 1.0 3 ~Li1 II a ,one 11 equate;:)' captl;tX"OSt. 

l('Jdets 'uatur,·. K 11'101' illl:({ 'the Aya,toll<Jh Khomeini in Iran (who 

i.' perhap th m .,t . i lIi'f.ic:nXlt 0'£ the world's () her religious 

. totalitori, n5). arc In ''Cothao just r-eligious fund mcnt 1 i.sts. 

they desire trior than il m'r reviv 1 within the r ligiolls r aim, 

". 
mor th<3,(j.1i mBr' Lle\' ;) 'cd obscrv,J1Ice 'of religious 1 Iv. They 'cek 

to ,t.ot,[J,];]Y trans (orm ~ocj \i.y, ,in all of iL~ d lmens ion., ccordin 

to other-worldly com,id r cion, I,Rlel:; a Lit.~tal itrterprc Lion 

of gC'-olci r·ligiou!, Lr di'tions. HoroovHr, they seck to achieve 

this transformatJon through pOli'l.ical compulsion rilther than spir

itual revival. Believers and non-believers alike would be force

fUlly subjGcte.d t.o re.ligious Jaw" no·t 8ncoUl:ogcd to convert 

vduntarily. Thus. v.'hile they :shrjre th~ concerns of r Iiglaus 

fundam ntalists, the scope {'}f their ambitions qualify them ae

tot. a 1itarians (or ill Kahane t sease as an pir ing .LotaUtari· n) . 

dance w:i th what HannClh ArHndL rguc should bC' ~:p\:"cted from 

totalitarians, se k to transform all aspects of life by Wielding 

unlirnit.nd state pOlver. 74 The fllnctatlltilltal difference b~tw'een Kahan(~ 

and Khomeiui on one hand and previous toto 1i tar.ians on tIle uth(~r 

is that the former seek control over everyday life in order to 

conform society t.o the demands of an established r·l.igion. They 

..' ~. Hannah Arendt, Ori(.j,Il$ of TOL;:llitor'innism, w York: Harcourt 
BtQcc Jovanovic~1951. 

·,.j,.:: 
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are totalitarians only to iJccl'devQ. their spiritual .. other-\ orId1y 

goals, Thus, thoy hav(~ broken wi tb the his to,r ieal ptl t L ern of 

totalitariaJli;:llln, (.;:hich usually sl'!oks to transform fioei Ly for 

secular, this-wo;14}y, purposes, as with the fascists d Hcrib·d b~ 

Payne, This :ri~ligJ.OU5 brand of totaLitariun:ism \"as not envision d 

by the scholars w~o have analyzed totalitarianism. usually with an 

it is t:lnaly'ticaUy valuabl to examine these rel:Lgious LoL lit r"· 

ians sepnrat<'ly lnce th''1 cannot accurately be, grouped with <ulti

traditional leadtu's snell us Hitler or Stalin. The n'xt ch pters 

contribute to our. und :-.tanding of religions totalita:r;i.<tns. by 

tracing the hi:::;torictl1 fa~e of ~le:ir Kahane, 
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Ch 4pter IV 
" . ~> < 

JDEOLOGY~N ACTION: THE: JEWISH DEFENSE 

LEAGUE 

sLit i~ sights 01) a Kncs t 

app oj d t·o ll:rnetic$n Jiew::; toitdopt rJJlcl act; upon hi. v i w~. in the 

1968 lind 1~)7J, Kahane h ad. the J~~wish 

r;rotlJ..> committed 'to thE'. reaJiz,aLioll of Knhane' 5 

ideas in Am 'ri eli. Kuhmw' s tenure . head of the JDL in Americ..f:J. 

i~ a pivotal cll pter ill Iii, dl'velopment. The JDL's history iJ u

rnin8tes Kahane's nature as a man of action. He sa1.d wha t; he 

thought, but, more importantly, he did what he said, no mat cr how 

Qutlandish. lie "'i)S so conv i.nc0d of the eff.i.cacy of d.i1'ect action 

and vi.olence that he event"lHd ly I,' nt too fi3r and off~nd d mDny o.-{ 

his 011111 followers. B!~fore KlJhane left for Israel i11 1971, h(.)ty~ 

ever, he (Hlr1"J(~d IJ !Hlm<;>, for him~'cl f as a comm]ttnc! Jew:Ls·b activist. 

The JDL' $ brief populad ty lid its subsequent d cline, w te 

functions of historical cCl.n·t.ingel1(:ies which \ at times, magnified 

and at others seyerely limited Kah8ne 
i 
s persOJL-tll impact. 1n this 

chapter, the historical factors which made Kaha.ne' s m 5 <1ge $0 

timely and eff 'cLiv(' :it" di eu 'sed, Kallll.l;lC'S program. are 

described, illumin Ling not only hOh'his i.deology transilltl'd into 

action, but also how he reacted to and exploit d tho cond.itiollS 

Upon which lh JDL f d. Kah ne I. cxtr mism and ambition llowc.d 
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him to aU .c-t C-('rL lin i sUe'S bl1t p.reve:nted hi.rp from b 'corning: truly 

influential. The. urroulldlng c:ondiL.i.ou which compelled' the JDL 

o e.scalate its viohm.co. 8re pres~Hted f1('xt, including a discus

sion of tvhy this' :in it.lbly d bUitutnd Lh JDL. Finally, this 

chapter conclud =" t,,'j Lh a di. eu 'Jon' of how l:h'l~ S' 'ructitre of the 

Ameri(;t1n politic-ill I1\ljronm nt guer n ('c, th uL't:<iJnate :fAi1.ute of 

extremism in..·Amaricilt, ',ill fact \vh;ich contI: st. ,,,ith Lh brneli 

po1itic a 1 $:t;r\l(~( u r Lo h x mill'd iu 1 t r chapt ts,. 

Rise of 'the J'OLJ Historic~1 Factors 

According to :K:dliatl,8;" the ifllipiratioll for the J1)1, firsL came to 

him from inner-c.ity Jews who Wrote to him Ilt ~ Jpwish Pres. to 

complain about urban viol('nce and the aloofnes~ of Jnt.ish communal 

organ izati,ons to their plight, 1 After meet ins t'i'ith JDL co· fou-nn r~ 

!':Iordechai Dolinsky and BCHtram ZW'eibom', Knhanei'an an adVlbTt,L e

ment in The J{~wi 'h I'rl'~S on Hay 24, 1968 colling for the fOl"nlllLiou 

of t\ group to bl! cal1f'd the JI~wisll D fcn~ Corps, 3 KalHl1'H.\ 

ally opened c.hapters in all mtl.jor urban arc'oswith significttJlt 

).	 III S<l include sll.ch group~ a. Lhe Americ.an J<3w!i:s.h Congress,. B'nai 
Brith, the Jewish Federation, and so on. Collectively, these 
groups were rnt rr d to by Kahane and othe,ts as the "Jewish 
establishment". 

2	 Heir Kahane, .~gD: 9-1 :th~ 1.Dr" p.91. Accordin.g to Dolinsky, he 
remained with the JIlL only for a few months before moving to 
Israel. Zweibom conti.Hued to be a JDL stalwart through the 
mid-1970's. 

The name wa 1 tar ch IIxcd to "League" because Kahane thou.ght 
the ron i tary ouad Qf "Corps" W'11. loO sbocking for American 
c 1:5. IronicaUy ~ ohe of Dolinsky's objections to the group was 
that the nam was not shocking lIollgb; 
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Jewish populati()fls, th(Yugll Nm..: Y(nR alwaYSl:'Hmtl:ill~d the most 

illlportBnt e 0 r Kalulne.' s p0rson pre enG there. 

The JllL's prilJiary fUHe,'tjOll Wll:" 1.0 pwt(:,ct: all Jews, but _p cLaUy 

thof;O urban, for th!il mo~t p41Xt religious, Jew who f'lt thr £ltened 

by violence lid ant:;L~s miLi ro. Initially, thatdefel1se in:cluded 

irc)t only physical rk::tcn.. hilt also ·leg!!l hl.ltLlu::;, ranging from 

combatting qlkotn ::;y"L l!!s and sc±tolarsl:dps earultlrk'd tor n l.'lcksto 

f) king g()V(:rmu:ncntal .3.1:0 to JCIo.·ish J.lorochial schools. On those 

issues" O£c:r.Hlr'Hi, "ohanlll contradicte<l the position of the g Ilor~ 

tilly liberal Jewish ('scablishment who iill\4(lys dvoclltcJ the strict 

separation of state and strongly supported the civil 

ri,ghts fflOV m~nt. In K hnne I s view, the brunt of the Jewish estl.ab

lislUlJCnt 's Liberalism fnll upon poor, re1 :Lou:, J~~ws: affirrnrl'cive 

action qunt:,)s: .i ,opardized their jobs and col1cg admissions, and 

thE,y direly nf'(~dml htnds for their paroc.b ial schools" ThEksc Jews 

felt. not: only belet1.guered .in tbe inner-cit ies bnt also ilbandon rl 

bJ!' their "hrothc.rs" in the Je\dah estahlishment. 

The plight of these urbJll Jew. gavci) K hllne an xcellont oppor

tunity to t~rtlllsl{lte his deeply held Jewish chauvinism irrto acti.on. 

S '\11'.1:61 histQric.] .oHtingc'.ncies can be identif which also 

work d to Kahane t s advantagfl" \{hen KJhnlle formed the JDL in 1968, 

the sutroounding Lmosphere was one of g 'oerl:11 turmoil and r(:ldi.cal~ 

ism. The civildghts dnel Black pow~r movements wer in full 

SWing, and many of Am(~rictl t s urban arc hdd exper inneed or were 

about to experience rioting, violence, and general unrest. l'he 

<1l1)ti"w8r movcm nt had mobilized much of America's youth, 1111d the 

In-1R?71 



61 

gt~neraJ !)lood of ncLivisOI expalldcd to inclllclefcmil1ists, gays, and 

many other ' roups. TlI i~ mood 1 jo Lh gLoul1dwork [or the JDl) s 

oPP<'kd since :1l: too hOpNl Lo aLlrnc ,am' of these urban acti 

vi I.... Bore.over, nothing CQuld .have. b n mOT nuvanl gf>OUS for 

Kahane t S iJpp(,al than the. B ,;l.ck <1nti-semiti 01 merging in American 

cit-ies coincid(Hltal Io·i.th the founding of the' .m'L. Convenient 

th(nIgh it lTIay hav·l:} be.cn for K h;lne. thtl.t. anti.~sel)Jitism tvas not a 

£1 mant of his imilgination.; :it didind~(d xist, and in 11 vicious 

form. 

lnp rti'cl;]1or, I.h ('\v York CilY t acherslstrik(~ of 19 8 pre

cipitll,tcd an .Uftpr "C'd('lltcd ou'pollrjllgof Bluek I1Dti-s0.milism. 

Irving Mown \~r'ote of th(~. strlk., that. "no event in n~clmt history 

has !>o C1mbi.tt r·d a;1d divid(Hl t.ho p0,oplf~ of Nel. York. "- The most 

obvious lutm1.tcstation of th(lt division lind bitterrH~SS was the 

conOict betl,t(Wn Blacks (jnd .hH"S concerning the public schools. 

In pnrticular, Black.:' rc.!-- llLedtbe Jm,'l.sh presHnce in the c:dllcn

tional hierarchy, whether in the form of teachers, principal .. or 

Albert Shanker, he<ld of the United Fade.ration of ]'t;",3chen;. For!:!J!l, 

the publication of the Afro-Am0rican Teachers Association, 

Qxpres. ('(1 their sen "K'nt. iutlle following editorial in NO\ ember 

1968: 

!low long sl~a 1] the Black and Pue rtoR ican co.mmun it ies 
of ewYork City sit back and al10w the Jew 'sh
dominated Ul1i1. d r d ralion of T~~ ch'r. to cl(~stroy our 

v ry effort to rescue qUTch i 1d r~n from those 
incompetent t ~ chen> whos~ only gall 1 i stifling our 
childre.n 1 S ioLell cLuol growth? Eighty-five 
pCrC0!l't of the teachers arc J ws. Ninety percent of 
the :princ:i.pl1ls 8T'C Jews. It is these same persons who 

..	 IrVing Howe'. i.nlroductioil to T1'1om<ls Brook. r article, "Tn.lg( dy of 
()cc n 1Iill" , Di.ssent, Janua.ry/F bruory 1969, p.28. 
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mtli1t hear -di:XOHct rc pOll ib iIi ty [or Lh syst.ematic 
exclusion of BlacKs und Puerto Ric t\ as L. ch n; and 
principals. . . And LI1(' J('w, our greaL fl'ic.nd of y s~ 
t~:rdi:l:Y, is now our ~''\;l?loitcr!l> 

Other pronOllnc .monL5 weT no .0 restrained lind unoorstandably 
.~ .' . ~' '; 

fri8htel1ed mony New York J '\0,'':. _One. characterist i.e incident con~ 

cerned Ltl' December 26, 1968, I pc rllllCO 0'£ L slie Campbell, ax\ 

outS!)OR n lllack tn ell 'r, .{ltV tl radio sho\v llosteq: 'b}' J'Ulins Lester 

em WllAl in N(j\<;' Yod;;. Orl th1~t show, CtJmphel1 tead th fo] ] oW' ing 

po m. al)'g dly \~ritL n'6y a S lid nt·of hL: 

To AlbcrL Shank r (he d of tlH~ UFT) : Hey. .kw-boy 
witht.lwL yurmulk' on your b(~acl! You polc-:.f cod Jew
bo),'! 1 wishyOlI W(u:,¢(jc(,10:i:L/ 1 S(' you J -boy/ IlOW 

you Cilll't: hide;' J got la. scope on you;' 'iCilh, Jew-boy 
you omul dio ,£ 

Lester, Ilpp rCI1LJy d ~'ply movnrl. C0ll1111 n 'd, "Be lllti ul!
 

full 117 1'11 :is poem was the .snbj ect of iil subs qUt:nt controversy in
 

which thH JDL demanded th dil'H)1l:SSill of Paul Anlhony} a Black
 

teachnr who r<'quire.d his students to copy tlH2 poem oro for word.
 

Later during the same show., another guest,: Tyrone \voods, made tht<
 

folJowi..ng statement: "WhRL Hitler did to six million JB-.'S i. hoth

C(~rlled. more power to Hitler. He didn't make !laugh lampshad s 

out of them. Be didn't make enough belts out of them. liB 

Quoted by ~hdr Kilhane. ~to.:y 51.!' :LR.~ p, 106.
 

Neit Ka.hane, Story of th(' .JDL P .108, Also quoted in Leon Wi~s-
-~--,......:",., M.,..,·,,,,., -- -- '·,t

oltier, "The Demol1S of LhH JHWS , The l'le~ R<:,put>lt<::. No mber 11,
 
1985, p.24.
 

Ipid.
 

Ibid.
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Given the vitriolic n ture of th . anti -semitic xpre... ions by 

lHacks, :l.t is notsurpris iDg th t JC\.;ish Lfl ch!3rs and llmillistrj

tors felt mHo·'y, es)('.cia}ly since ,OIItC Blae- 1 adors. a~t\Hlll:y, 

advoc~lt.ed v io J.eJ)ce. L.] i I' C .mphc J1, addr~~ssil1g l'l group 0 [ tlo; 1ve 

to	 Uheen ;lll/Ir aIdS at: a seboo1 ilssClmbly said: 

Don r t ste.al roo po. t ilnd comb. ,st <-lthingl' We' can 
use,. you ktww wllul 1 mc..m oro'-hcrl>. . . '. Wh n th 
enemy taps yOllon Lh . h:oul>der, send him to l.h ceme
tery.9 - . 

The. acho.ol·hoard, arrdd t cv .re pre sure and std~fe -which S.W 

fistfights break o'ut at: ,mcptingf. en <l tn 0 .:Jggres' iv fir ssure 

ll11daCLual1y advi. ~d orne' J \dsh teaChEtrS to resign. 10 The lives 

of some Je\dsh school officials WElre thr~atened, find A fe"" such 

as DideQn Goldberg, turn('c] to the. JDL for protection. KahanE~ 

rcspond(\d nuger]y by dispatching JDL members to escort. Goldberg to' 

\<lark and to &'1.1i1rd him until the danger passed. 11 Kahane's tvorld-

Vietw dictllted such a direcl response to anti -semi tic thre.ats, and 

tlle JDL reUabl y' reacted gaiIlst manit 'tation.s of anti-smnitism 

which came to its -attention. For those Jews who. were terrified by 

anti-s0mitlsm, thCl .TnT.. was a I..'olcome nddit.l011 to the urban land

sea-pe. 

Aggress iva attitude of Jews in the late ] 960 I S wen~ shaped by 

more tban just th~ Black anti-semitism described above. While the 

Connett ion is pprllilp more subl;le, the Six Day War profoUl1dly 

Quoted by Brooks, p. 33. 

io	 Shlocno Rus~. Th Zionist Hoo.L~8ans: !b.~ Jew~sb Def('~ L' tie, 
Ph.D. dissertatio0it:y University of New York, 1981, 
pp..22 .. ZJ. 

. ";. 
11	 }( h.:Jn . l 
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.ffeeLad J·ws in w 'i lh t <l160 made. them mpre r c lpl iv to ir 

Kahan~,IJuring h dini?iU:p .to ,'the war. lltere \¥ pal

pahle s ri -e o( prpc riou nrss [ ] L b J(I\ who id ntified 'With 

ISrtlcel'splight. I -rad'.s y)cLory- ewer the combined Arab armies 

in Suneof 196'1 \~as Call.fI [or r'joicin among Jews and in.'LUI d 

, ~' 

:in th m a powerful ~ '11 'E' of prirl . 1'1I're w, Iiln unprec ~d nlC'd 

.•,<.' 

se 1f -)'0 Hance dn-dst rell til. j deo::. tAIic.h W-ete at the c.ore of the 

JDLls ideology. 1'he \,..1r h d i.milur eff cl on Jews in 1;h~ 

Soviet Union who .....c·r 'mb 10 lIert to b 'gin pressing for. t.h rigbL 

to emigrate. Thus .• Israeli .militlry . llce 55 r Vt'rberatcd ocrOS. 

thc\vhole of \yorld Jewry '.Tld in a \yay that id d ,Ieir Kahane. 

A final elemflllL i11 the array-of .factors cont.r ibuting to JDL 

a·cceptlilDce was t.he- general mood bf unr~ -t in Am ric8n C1 ties of 

\oJhicb tho New )'0 k t0tlchers I s!tri,kew,as symptomatic. Numerou$ 

Cities exper i n(:cd racial riot lug in the late ] ~60' -s. nd the 

J'ewish mood in ml.xcd tacinl tH'igllborhoods .14asundersL<.mdqhly one 

of constant appr-ehensiol.1. In 1968. w York City wit:nc soda 

COJ1SUmnr run all f,ir"orms gl1.anl dogs;' Qtlrglar. alilrll)S, and supp le

mcntal- door 10 ks .1. z Such a cerri fied atmosphere was S 1£

reinforcing sin.ce hl,lsinscs fa 1t. 1'e ... partly becau shopkc p rs 

~oJere afraid to remain open after dark. Prop rLy v lu" declined) 

_-,-,-r_i,-,c.a: ~!l An<l1 ys i 0 f th 
dis· rLation, Bryn 10 r Univ r

10-lR771 



6S
 

tI'tat apprOXimf.ltcly BOO, OOOl1iI,rer:ic In Jaw.' w rc forc. d to LiV0 below 

tb£l ofieldal poverty HnE:~, th<;\ av~n,h Iming In jorjty of tli m in 

Th ~c J(~''''S 'fal t viet imiz d from a II id s, 

in01~dirig by ·their fe]lo~ J0~~fn the uburbs. Ry afraring the 

dis<,9dvanLIJ l)d Jm~"s a solution to their· TYt'bblem nd by p InL ing (n 

accusing finger at the JC\<'ish cS[i)bHsl1il1ent,·f; h n l.'::; bio to 

capitaliz.e on this sympathetic' constit11ency. 

JOL Response 

Kahane tailorC'd lhe' JDl. ta "lice 00 in just: such an otmol'pher . 

The JDL offered an oppon:unit:y to s'Lrike back, to overcome insc

curity ilnd helpl (ilSSneSS . For Kahane.\ the backbOne of any activist 

movement is its core of devoted youth. Accordingly, he inaugu

rated a yout.h t:rtlin.iug program which prov~d, uJ.t:imate1y, to be. 

,Uccessful iSl attracting that small ide. listie Core. The program 

c~ntercd ,'!.round a camp operated by the JDL in Nonticel1o, New 

York .. \<Thich Kahane openod the spring after the JDL "'as f01Jnd~~d. 

Both religious and sBcular Jewish teenagers were instructed there 

in the use of firearms, the martial arts, tltldespectal1y in the 

JOr. v rsion of Jewl h hisLory mph izing JeWish Qlilitary heroes 

from biblic:al times ta the prcsent.l~ The militaristic focus 

parallels Kahane I sown exped.t'!.nce in ~~!i!I' Kahane proudly quo·t s 

the following descr:i.ption of the camp I s physical rigors from Ian 

article in N. Lianal Db rver: 

.l~ Cl:awar, pp" 71 ~ 77 . 

l.J. C' 1,at",a r, p. 137 . 
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Each <.loul) I' over momcntar-i] '! ;§lld lOokt'd as lhough ho 
mighL vomi : th'n h stra.:ighte;llod llP proudly. Three 
w ok of iv -[lour daily k rute 1 '. $cms h, d loughened 
tIl young mnn. ~IO~l t of lh - t p.nllg(~l:S at <.: mp here 
fire W'.1pOIl nd loflrn Lhf' t"l"\finem nLS of hand to band 
combat for the first Imn alld nOl for the, por of it. 

....:' They cOJl)(\"from 'orne of It milL ··S03C't ions of New 
York City. They '1U:C Jews. Thoyarc going through the 
gruelling punishment at camp because they b HevH Jc's 
inthfl United StaL,:' are fi hting fot~ survival. Their 
organ [ZilLioil, the J -wi h IJ [( n. G L' 'ue, promises that 
the .]e\" 'vill no 1011 r ploy the patsy. 15 

For the young men ~oJb.o Gould not make it :to the camp .• Kahane oj:) ned 

13 kllrat(l school it} NOlo} YGl:k City \ifb ic.hp.t'Ov d Lo b' "'very popular. 

Kaha,nc I B gOlll t<: 5 Lo mold I group of highly motivl'l'ted young acti 

vists who cOll1d h .counted upon to un ertake the. dang rous and 

illegal acts which would ;follo\,. Given tb situation these. t:een

agmrs fSGAd, karate and uns were smong the most effective ways of 

iJtt.rac.ting them. 

Kahan(~ 1 s obsession with J(M.J.sh strongth meant more than just 

Summer camp~ and karat~ schools. lie also advocat(~d that every 

J \d.sh family arm itself claimin.g tha't guns are the best dafen'e 

against antt-semitism. Re even argued that they could have pre

veut.0d th(' lJO)OCllll. t. K II 0 lit!- "'r it 

"Every Jew a .22!'1 LHt it be. shouted and let the 
anu 0 tin 11 c mpa i gn go forth. Young J cW,lsh men and 
women, le·a.rn to shoot. Drink t~irst.ily llt the feet of 
the nontJew this' Olletu't in \.thich he excels. For we 
din'a not be ignorant as our fathers were before us, 
ilnd w callno r 'P' t' the et'l'ors of ,the past. 1.6 

15 .Koh n • ~!-?~Y ?J: LlH' JD~ .• p.130. Quoted from NALio!!.-l 
JUly 28, 1969. 

16	 
Raha-n(~, Story of Lh JDL. p. 133. Such S LllllCc.S refl Be t Kahane I s 
exploi·t.ation nd vell L()ciL acc.eptance of the anti-semitic 
stereotypes of J os \. k, was discussHd i.11 chapt r Lhre . 

" 
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'(j n iSLCIIL {nil this conVic;:;i,)J'j ami wit.h K,lian IS prcdjlcction 

for <lit: 'GL ilcLjon," Enhanc ook'th(.l·iJDL to ·the st;!.·l~ets to c.ourpat 

.. ,.... enti-s m1.tLsm. Tn f cL, all of th iJDL's most cQJ1t.rov€!;rsia,1 pro. 

gr ms Wib LII' " n j -crim ," p.1 roJ Kahat'le sent into dJn 'nrous Jow· 

i h neighborhood; :ID], s Titri '. patroll d the _ tr ('LS V l'y 

CV jng until :): A.H .. ci1:n1(~d w,J h b<1LSj pl'p-e., undo when 'possible, 

gUl)S. High-ris housing r ojccts' ;\,.[;eJCe tlstiign d JJJf., . squads as 

well'.} to p Lrol lo\.:lhic, nlnvtltotS, .and It llw ys., Kah ne claim" 

ttl t 1.1'10. progrllm- h 'lp d reduce' crime, both '9in~ct.ly nd by 

oddillg roll c into providin b tt t- prot. 'c..Lion.KlIhane flounc d 

11,' iron fj~l t ctic, in . arc ~Lic a<lv rLl::;cm('.nt in the 'pw York 

I\ny W:fY For a 'Nice Jewish Roy to 

BdHIVH,?" , which pictu:n~d J]n,(~r$, <v:mne;d wd.th dabs. and chains in 

front of Temple Emanl) El in New ¥or'k. Kahan had S fit tll'm ther 

to prl.!vent LII> nt.ry of 131£!c~ m:i.li~ant Jam s Formall "'ho h.1o prom

ised to appelll: ilL. habbot service to d mnnd r par I ion frortl the 

Jewi'h communi ) (or the plight of American BlacKa. In the Tim 

Objections to J-DI, v:l.giL:mtism, pt<:J:tlll1;rily ,from Jpwish groups, 

did not qll "ciot! its efr 'C iV'lIes ". btlt ::tat'her Llle mor l.i t.y of 

taking .the 1aw into on' ' sown hllnd o nigra.torsaccused K:nh ne 

of.violating ]pwish va.lue. nd Uk ned him La th¢ Kn Klux Klan. 

The National Jti~wish Community R lations Advisory Council, reprce

S(Jonting 82 .Jewish community agencies :lJ1cluding the Anti-D f unat ion 

L ague (ADL) , the Ameticllll J wisli COligrc~s~~J(;), and th J~wi h 

War Vet.orans, publ1.cly condemned tlextromism and vigil ntism by my 
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grQUp" and Lh6 Jut spccH j (;011'1. 17Tl!H~ADr. bulletin con ained an 

articIBBntitlc.d. "11 VlgilunL{ Group F 11s Vicr:impo th~~ Tactics 

it Clr1Lms t~,,· OPPOl' ,11, whQrcin it. argued Llwt the' JDL' S oppc lwos 

ba~()d on a fal1tl.cy of suppo, cdly dans rous American tU!lti-sem:ltisrn. 

that ilny brcakdo n ill law, nd ordc'r i~ p cHic lly 

lem, as if .leIs are til' a lylctims of crim nd v' 0 ncc,,!l1~ 

By incrca i ng JDL vi. ib'ility" spell c.ondcmna t j on:::: may OlotUi'J Ity 

hav hc1p d };: han0 xpilnd h1' operal-ions to inc 1udc e 1ec. toral 

politiC$ . . ing ta;t..i.cS 100hi<;11 furth'r al.i.cnaL>u him (rom th 

Jetdsh mainStr>om, Kahane oppos'd John r.inds.1Y' $ bid for re

election as m, yor niNew York City. The Jewish vote, always cru

cin] in New York City politics, took'em an added prominence in 

light of the Blt.lck-Jewish 'tensions described above. In a provoca

tive advc,n:tisem(cnt inthe~_\,J York ~, Kahane. boldly stated 

thnt "The Jew' of ('Iv York City cani'lot afforci another 4 yc,lrs (>f 

John 'Lindsay." 'rllis h' dl inc was followed by a litany of alleged 

cases of Lindsay'sil1:i n~itivit:y to JnwishCo!lCenlS, concluding 

v.'ith the warnin.g tlHlt. J('I,l'; who ignor. t.his cxhortf;ttion "desorve 

wha t ever thoy get. '.119 In particular, Kahane dl'cr i d Lindsay I 5 

handling of the tc,),chcers 
, 

strike" his refusal to fire "anti

semi.tes" on the city pnyrQll , and his inability to halt Black 

anti-semi t,ism. Kohan{;1 fOUONed up his opinion by organiZing 

17 Elkanah Schwartz, "Notes on the JDL Exp-erience", J wLsh 1if.~" 
April 1972, p.13~ 

1'0 
ADI, Bulletin, Oc'tobcr/Novemh~}r 1969, p.4. 

19 NCI~ York TimNi, Octoher 6) 1969, p.35. 
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lItnlth squads" \v1lu sll ut 'J <10\0.'0 the mayor at public .1ppc ranc s 

and.. !l kc him po inteD . qiJe.$tious whetlev r po. sib lee. Htlinsty am 

Jew I -Ii ] '.3d rs \~(:r hurrifi d by JIJL b bavior and d~nounc.ed Ka'hane 

with r('npw d vigor. 2P 

l'heJDL's strat.ogy of confruntat.ion also i.nclud(~d r spondiug to 

th·e Arab terroris'lU agr:.dnst Jet4S ~md Isra~~li8 that intunsi fi' d in 

vno. In conju~nctioIl \>lLtb ~.he \,1 I; of !ttri'Ll.ou launched by Egyp'C, 
,,' .. 

along th Su '/, CdIlal l thePLO comlllitte.d !:Ieve.raJ 1:.orrot1.$1: acts in 

Ist:<1el, as \v("1.1a5 a rn 11 of hijack in '8. Kahan Ilul.horb:ad t;be 

ONI ings of known Pl,O ml'rob rs ill Ne.w Yor'!" nd warn d t.h t :if any 

JeWish .host,g~ ~ v r.(' ki 11 d in the hijac~j,ll$S that "Arab blood 

wilJ be shed 11'1 all p rts of' the world. "21 He placed an adver

tisc.menL i.n lit· C'. York Time: on Sept( mbeT 1], 1970 urging adber
~--..- --:._- ~---

ence to the JC\vish principle of "an eye for an eye" in response to 

the hij ackj ng . pparent 1y, he intended his wOl:ds to be ·take.n 

literally. since o.n Sept~lnber 28, JDL member Avraham Herschkowitz 

Was arrested in a poorly plJI ned allempt to hijack Ii plane to 

Is.rae 1. Undill1lCltcd by t:hj<;; dchnclc, Knhane £0110\<" d lip On \oJ ek 

hter by Ordt1ring the bombing ()f t:h~~' }l;li() off ice it! New York. 22 

li' rhaps spurred by the plJ'blicity he received from the mayoral 

C~lll1paign ,andol.h r JDL acLion' l Kahane expanded his operations to 

includ the struggl{' to fr e Soviet Je\vs. Kahane t S act LOLl s on 

boh 1 ( of Soviet Jews \,ere probably the most contrqv'rsial undcr

~ p S 
< C for x mp 1 .• th len r by Arthur Goldberg, a r _p('ctedI 

JCt"i h slablishm nt figure, to the editor of the New York 
~ Octob rIO, 196<), p. 2 . 

Quoted in the I W York Times, September 9, 1970, p.19. 

,'.2'2 
~w ~ Tim ~" October 7, 1970> p. 1. 
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L ken by the; J1)1,. Hotc()ver J JDL activism for Sov.iet JeMS pr d Lcd 

~id sprc.odAnwric.au J(~wigh r3'cLivitmlby a full year. Be or tho 

$pv1et Je1..ny, a group which bo sL 0110 .full tiw@staff nd lacked 

tl)t1 resort:1:ces to do :mythillg more th n crhicizethe USSR in pi' s 

Jewry, writ. s; 

Incontr st. (to LIl J(~wi h est,abli hm ilL '.~- $ .. 1.), 
individt~4.1 Jewi h activists, outside. th m Lnstr am of 
Jewish C(}!IlI11urtity I d rshcip , ; , dominate.d the arly 
Soviet omigration movement: 1n the United States. 
'fhe JDL s1:i,lgcd a tlumuerof vi01 'nt, headU;lUl.-grllbbing, 

24anti-Soviet incid OLS. 

A	 full YfHtr before the LClllingrad Tr 1a1$ J tlH~ JDl. undertook 

actions on behalf of SOViet ,Telllry that were characteri%ed by vJo

lence unpre cdente.d in Arnerictm Jewish poli.tics. Kahane. hac! a. 

knack for contriving theotrical protc~ts a.nd demonstrations ,,"hich 

2.3	 In fact, th,,) very xist nee of th('. Lcningra.d hijacking plot, in 
which RUSf; ian t:ioni 'Ls con pi r·d Lo fly eplatLe. tp Is:tael, was 
,,1.11 indict.mcnt of \~est~}rn Jewry I s tepid activity for Soviet 
J:ew$·, F Drin cllpture. those who attel11pt:e4 t'nE' hijack in' left 
8 Testament for posterity fonuaHy describing their ll1Pr.iv sand 
grievanc'::i. Tho T stam 'fit. was hu:>hcd up by the S.ovieL. for 
obVious ref.tSOtlS a.nd also hushed Up. by Jews until 1973 (when it 
was first publish d) because it accuses Israel and western Jews 
of failing to' vigorously eOtnmit themselvc to Sovi~t Jewry. 
The tElst81110nt r ds i.np~H·t:ffJows of the world! It is your 
holy duty to struggle for th~ freedom of your brothers in the 
USSR. Know that, to ltcgrcar. ex ent, the fate of tlH~ Jews of 
Russi.a -- to be or not to b -- df'pends on yOel. \ve (\~;:perience 
e k Cll envy of frel$clmn .- ()£ L s blessings wl'ii<::.h have oecome 
commonplace (or you. We pp al to you to use them to the hilt, 
inclUding in th dofan e of our rights. II (Quoted in L onard 
Schroeter, Th~ !.~ Exodus, S iltLIc: University of Washington 
Pre ti, 1974~p.183.) 
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Iil:ttrtJCted pub,liciL)' [or 11(\ JDLas well as for 'Cue pUSht of 

Soviet; Jews, On flccclnu r 29.,109, JDL mC'm!;l rs s:iitl1tltaneously 

v nd81ized the N, ... Yor' offi£'-cs ·of Aero:flCYt; Intoqdst .• and Tass 

I...·hile others chained '1.!lclD. elv(',' LO ani\e.roflo't pIa (} aft r point

ing Zionist slog rt" on it. fu~(·lf.lA', is Slich ilJnov Live Lcchniqu s 

markcq the firlivt ~L 'P ',·l th C'scallJtion o( JDT. viol ncp. .>\:.hich 

would eventuallY' lc d L the JOL'::, gr at st. sue C:iS S 13 \\1(;Y1'1 <')S 

to it:8 decline. 

B ginning \.d.th this ',ll) qli:-:m," the JnL loin. Lnc~ ,'tint in iL::, 

anti-Soviet pro ac' t'lon€h In natt mpt t.o d stroy detont, ,whi'Gh 

Soviet J W~, h d L rupt d 'vonts of Sovie.t -Ame.ricarl cuI tura1 

exchang(:~, Th(~ JIlL inte.rtupt.Hd conCElrts of. ·the Mol-ocOW Phi Iharmonic 

and other Soviet art.i. tic groups throughout 1970, by sto:rming the 

stage, thre~1 ning to bomb ,the auditoriums, r,deil ing flll1l1tonia gas, 

nnd OVen by h~tting 100so ]ntnd:n~ds of mi<>() in tho 0:11<1 j ('nee, These 

outlandish acts· achieve'cl their desired cffect t"hen the. Soviets 

c.anc~ Hed the plannt'd 1971 tour of -cht· Ao I5hoi Ballet and aceus d 

u, S. officials of colludi:n.g with the "Ziouis·t thugs. nz;; 

Also i.n late 1970, the -TDL become more· brazen as its milits t 

C dre:> began tohar..ass Soviet ·officials and bomb .8ovietinsttilla

tions, For 0.X mp 1('. on ~ov(·mbe.r Z$, 19 70 th{~ J'DL hombt-;d the New 

York office of Ae-roflot and Intoul'ist, Officially, Keh no de-nied 

the act though he "heartily app1audnd it"Z7 and ominously PI' ~ 

25 
Russ, p,252
 

2G 
N;w York Time. Doc mber 12, 1970, p.12.
- -- ---' 
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diet,ad more acts oB viol ('lcn by . m r iean JC\ s \,)ho wer'e up, ct bout 

th plight of their brtbn'll in the S<WlcL Union. Few, if any, 

bglievcrl KahUlHl's dA,scl"jlllEHJ{;, ,a:nd\le Wil, strongly crit.iciz~d. 

P'rc.. ident Nixon cOllcieIlwlco 'lte bombinggiUd authori;,;C'd U.N. nmb - a~ 

{lot Yost to of [icla]. ly polo riZ<'to the eSSR's Ambi\$s,arlor M.:11 ik. 

'the N '(y Yor~ :ril1\~. ill an di t:orinl. called f<n stern punishment 

for th perpetrators of A:his i\mindle S fwd intolerable,1I net.;,!iI 

~m ric In Jewish If'od r:s dClloune d both the act ,1rJsJ the JOL in 

8 ncral, claimin lh t, '~uch d ~edE only bind r Harts to iroQ 

S,av±(>;t JE!l,IS, f.v n lsr 1i Fd,me Hinister, GoJdel Neir, spok' out 

behaviorwhidl in, pi red Lt. 

Jleir's stateuH'IlL x('mpHfj0~d a tn~.nd in t.;hich condcmlllLionof 

the JDLracili tated. criticism of the Soviet Union t 5 treatment of 

Jew Recognizing this trend, Ka.harH~ claims I:.h'lt: he contacted 

establi~>!lm III 10. den; n dnys ,,-1, n he planned bombing so that 

M1ey 'could oq;Llniz<lprcess conforences. Thus, they would have 

mC'dia COVll.tage for thnir condemnilrtions as w611 as for their state~ 

m'nts ago1in~l Soviel poli<;y.·z9 

What KnhD.ll nppor' ntly did lot recogn;Lz.(! w s that this tre;nd 

W8:$i,.p<lrt of a lal:gcrnH>venmnt by which maJnstream group'S hegan 

preempt 1ng him hy acting on the Sovi ~lt Jewry issu!t~, especially 

a:f:t~rthe Decernber 1970 L(~ningrl1d Trials. In HaTch of 1971, r is~ 

i,ngcQftcern for Soviet Jewry culminated in the first internation 1 

Gon[ 'renCie on Soviet Jewry in Brussels. De. p.ite attracting such 
--,,--_.,.,----.

28 
Nmy York Timc~ Novemb(~r 26, 1970, p.26.
 

·2·9 'II
~Dhann. Pcrsonol in '[view, March 1985. 
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ill1portant Jewish figuJ:C'$ ,!'; fl:lVid Ikll-Glldol1, Israel'I'; fir,t P-rime 

Ninister, and NCn£lcb'ln B gin, 1..11(' )(JJi--timele-ader of the opposi~ 

dani G01ldemnation af S:'lvi,t C'migrati()!1 policies. A Rabbi ~rtdrQ 

Ung~lr pUt it in JC\'-U !ii.gf' 'r: "Over the past-few yoars, I\mericml 

Jewish orgtln.izatton~' and 1 dC'ni'outcries on behalf of SoviM: 

Jewry wer jll coardiuLJL cl, Vd lil', lwphllz,ard; and certi!JinJy in t~ 

f~ctual.. Til Urlls S '1 tlsscmbly only bore C)ut dvLs IlHdnncholy 

truth. 'flO No tacticn] plan o( rJ(,; ;011' was laid ou·t, flnd, in [act, 

the media's mtte'l1,tion {;:ocm; J noL on the planna.d sp chcs but on 

tnt\ debale su r round.lllg K,:t 11(1n0 ! & oxc 1us i 011 from th(~ conI' rc.ncn . 

ning of concert('d rna ill l.CCllrn J "ish ilctivism on the iss.un. Soon 

t.his oD'thusi~lsrn \.'0$ ch.al1rrelled into the more effective and u.1ti

nJate.ly successful dcti\'it' of political lobbying, .in pO.1:ticular, 

for the Jackson-Vanick AlIl{);ucll1lent which pT'dicated trad.e ogre'ments 

with the USS.R on sJtisrac:tory emi,grlltion polid :;;. 

"--.':" For. the ,mr." die 13ru :;elsboll f renee n)(~ilnt that its most: nmbi~ 

t:i.ous and consuming good. of the previous two yo-fiTS, to make. Sovitrt 

J \Y Y an import;a·n.t issu(~i.n AUlcri.ca, had been accomplisb13d. A 

camhi.nation of JDLeffcctivcocss and historioal forces beyond 

the.ir control. pec'olly the' '(,eninRrd tda}s,had Sucu~eded in 

f:bcUsing attention on Soviet J ws. However, between the L ni -rad 

trial:> iilud 'tho Jh;ussols Confer 'flee there WHS a period of three 

mOlit'hs in ,.;hieh many J(H,rS fel toutragod abo·ut Soviet Jewry but h-ad 

ll1 I 11 
A!ldu Ong1lt, 'II Phc'lIornC'lIon Called KaJHlne , 2!~~A~.!l !).i. '2~.!., SHp
L~mbcr 1971. p.53. 
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few organized 01 t·tllilt i VE'S bo· the -TnT. for 'xpr iug- the.ir 

scntirne.llts. Itisnot surprising, then, that; tJlis was the period 

in Nhich theJDL p ok.·d ill tenns of pub Ltc visi1:tHity and ffec

tivc<ness . Similarly. n LeT LIl I rus' 1 COllforencctn~ltltch 1971, 

the be:girtnin'c~ of m(lin~trotlm Sovic·t J l.rry activism GompeUed the 

DDT, to nJ;dicalize jj;1\> tllct ics dun CVf'IlLu 11y destroy itself. 

St:Ul, the~l;¢rioo. buLwccn n~oember 19/0 ami Harch 1971 110ws just 

how influential lhli! JIlL could become. 

By J\uJe of 1970,' s,Jx monLhs b"fol:e the Leningrad tr:U.lls, the 

JElL had 'illr~}ady s tob li she 1 i l}, pract ice of attacking and vandi<ll

iZing Soviet il),stallations ]n Am rica. In fact, on ,:lUll' 27, 1970, 

E:ravJfl cond mn d. the JD"L Llud occuscd U.S. (~:fjf:Lc.ia1s of connivance: 

The nnrne 01 the hidncl thut commi tted the pogrom 
(ag.ll.nst: Amtorg ~ S. L.) is known: ttl J('\,,1s1l D(,fense 
Leagu~, a terror is,t Qrgilfli..z;;rtion. The n/1:m~ of the. 
Leagne's ringleader is known: Heir Kahane. But 
/1lthough this criJninal hnnd acts rigbt he fore every~ 

one's ey~):;,; and sham\'1 ~.)y publicizes it plans for 
criminal d.(~ed:s, t.he l\mcricIiJl::' ,-. . '.di~play unfatboma.
ble conni Vllne·e at the gangsters of Zionism. . . . Not 
[1 single one OfUI-E\ t-¢rrorists wh() have b<.:cn caught 
red-hanrlnd at the s-ccrUZl of the ('.rime has heen con
victed ina.n Am ricnn court. All this readily resem
ble not only connivancC' hut llL a dir ct ncouro.gement 
of thE' fa cist Jnli-Sovic crs. 

After Deccmb(·t" 1970, theSovil>.tOnion was even more sensitive 

to provocations g inSet its Ameri.can ins t4:illtlt i,-ons . In the aft.cr

l11ftt:!) of the Leningrad Lrials, it Seem that thE; Sovi.ets seized 

upon the :TnT. (is a moans to rI (1 (let crit icism back at the U. S, 

Increasingly, tbeir anger WUf, expressed through official djplo~ 

mati.c chann-e Is rather than In the So"Vi.(~t press. The tension 

Hough in JO!1uo.ry 1971 to warrant high-lev 1 govern

] 1 
E.I_'1.:i.5:!~, Ju,no 27,1970. Quoted inRu. p.345.j 
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m€'.nt disCLlS:;iolls 0,£ 'r;rre:JII[. ill WtlS!l ill Lon. Among Lho~c mccc.ing 

about the JDi. were Attorn)' G ncral John'Mi:tchcI1, National, ccur

ity Advisor Hnry Kis.inC'r. od tlir CLOr of the FBI J. Edg r 

IIOOVf}Y. Accord i ng 'Lo dpo!dtion of John HUchen in a 1973 

court case, the FBI i ltllct ·rlljm Lo comrn ncwtnl-tappingof 3D1 

officials in (nla,tt~mp,k,to Com nthe:lr activiti s.,:a Also in 

January, ,1971" Soviet-Ambo ~llc.lor LO tlm~in:it d St lc~, Dobryn;i.Tl , 

told the Sttlt(~ D P rLmcliL1i 1. in light of recent 6m 1:'ic.lln failure 

to provide security th'Y "could noL r ly I\ tlH) prov1sion of sttch 

conditi.ol'i's fot .'Ametica:r\ ,j,nstitui:l.o'ns in the {)SSR. li:!:i This thinl}' 

veil d throut wos (ollo\",cd by 'incident;s of what app i:' lly w re 

officially char ogr, he'd <:1. ions 0 in l m'ricans in the Soviet 

Union. 34 Of course, such r~,tlil.lilltory m lJ. urns w re s(Lmmarily 

condemned by the State Department, xacerhating the tens diplo~ 

matic clillHltC.. 

Later that: same WE~tlk, the JDL serendipitous ly timed an t"luti-

SOviet attack so as to put the desired strain on SUpCl'pO(v'er relac~ 

tions. On JanUll'ry 7, t:ha .JIlL sitm,"1 ion' h dbecome so . ericn:;; th<lt, 

SOViet Amha~s~ldo:r Dohrynin met witl Ass LsLant Secret ry of State. 

H:Llletlbrand to discuss it. Their meeting was t::()rh"H~) ,w:ith angry 

word on both sides, and ended with Hillenbrand I s a,ssurance that 

everything possible wonld be done to prev<>..nt furtber rf~curronc 

of JDL lhon t\olQnty (our hour aEter that tense 

)2	 Zweibom va. ~litchell,. Febnlary 7, 1973. Quoted in I~uss, 
pp,348-349. 

)3	 

Washington Post, January oJ 1971. Quoted in Russ, p.350. 

) ~	 

Russ, f>p.351,. 360. 
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meeting, the. JIJL llomb d LIL' So\'i l Cultural buildJ.ug in l,olash 'ngton 

D:C to c.lc'brate thd:r Kiilhanc's, tc'tUfn latB'f that dtry from a trip 

to Israel. 'I'h( y hoped ·t·Q incl- ,1- c pr ·ss <;.ovor e of K h n 's 

homecoming, penhaps to ti.8ve.him iT1V~r i wed on t 1 vision, The 

attack incensetlt11P Sovi L:S, and DobrYllin was abruptly recall d to 

~loscow.3G Dobryni,n's SlllllJOOnS to ~I()$COW m rk d tlte h(~ight of. JDL 

fJ succ *"tf ju imp ctlng t;Upr- pow"'r r<'lat.ions. 

JDL Membership 

During Janu ry 1971, :the JDL ho sted its greatest number of 

members, bQ.tw 11 12,000 and 15.000 1H.ltiomdde. Unfortunately, no 

compreh(;':nsive :study \vas. done nationwide and ovnr time of JU1, LUt'm

borship. /Is part of his doctoral res('orch, however. Stanley G1a

war int.~rvic~· d hund!' d. of JOT.., members in N \.: York and 

Philadtdphia in 1971. and c.ompiled 8 demographic profile of them. 

Fora group 1ik t.ho JD,L. it is often hard to disti.nguish be'tt"een 

active members nd m r plrt~·time supporters. $.:111, Gl \.ii3l: . con

c11.1<1 ci th t .TnL m\·mh('t".; l.'·r 1 ike1)" to bo males lluder 35, redig

lOllS ,Jews, n~c(,lIt victim. of crime', politic<111y conservative, 

colI g - -ducat d, nd living in lJ n ighborhood of racial tran~ 

sition: Th~ vcr g(' m mb'rls income \oJ _ Jess than $15,000 per 

year. Glawar also found that th.() most active members \o,'cre almost 

exclu~dvldy frO!ll Ipw r !Diddle class or lower cla's backgrounds and 

1~." • 

1S Russ, pp.~S5-251.
 

J G Russ,p. 357:.
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more reLi,g iou, LII 11 Lip i3vnrc ge mcmher. n From th1. d('scription, 

H	 isohvious w'hy tllCl 301) s iJlitiaJ program of pratectins urball 

Jews from i11)ti~semitl'm nd viol nee: attracted this group of p 0

p1e sinc'c tho y could cxp ct to be its d:i:r(lct benefi.eiaries. 

~lt mbp.rshiy attltudtls> also T(~I orL0d by Glawar, ShOW€ld that 

JDI:rers did not jl1~) t joi.l1 out of se.lfish .interesLs, they 111::;0 

shared 1JI ny of Roll lie I ~ gu i ding ide,ills and concerns. J 8 !'lost JDter" 

bt;1ieved that anti-scmiti m, ('.p cially by 133ac.ks, Wf)$ so pervq.~ 

Rive in Am~rico that g nocjd 0 Jew WOK n reali. tic possibility, 

L\lsCl, th 'y accused aft1ue.nt Jews of shirk:ing their obligations to 

poor I 11rbiJIl J('t~ 
J 9 Til y ;:Jrgned for drCl. tic, conJrol1'tationaJ 

in	 neighborhoods where the policn. offe.n~d ilu1dn.quatE\ prot(!ction; 

37	 CIRwsr, p.209-215. 

38	 As part of his doctoral resoarG11. Stanley Clax,lar conducted 11 
poll ·of Jct.:s' ttitudcs toward the JDL. His method (>las ques
tionablC' sine... 'r wa'" a mail pol] and, as sudl, subject to 
se h;ct jv· te"pons. i\ 1 (,J, his ma i1 :Lng list.s inc ludQd on ly 
thosltl Jews Who belonged to congrpgiltions. Even given thOSE) 
llm·LC1Liou~1 1lOwever, elmoar':;; poll indic.aLc. LhtJtthe Je l h 
popu] tion . L laq~c Vi(Wled the JDL more sympath<,ticalJy than 
one\.:ou Id guns:; given the strenuous denunciations of almost 
~wery J wish rgnnizllt ion. According to Clawar' s stat.istics, 
10.5 of th 900 r . pondent said they agreed wLth both Ute 
ideology ()t'rd t ctic qf thf; JDL. ~lereev r, 66.5~"; agreed with 
Kahan" . 1d elogy but dis,l,f?;r' d with his tactics. This l~tlves, 
of couts , only 2' Iv whQ dJsagreed completely with Kahane, bot.n 
in id ology and t .. Lies. Eve.n SOl only 8~~ had ever been mem
b rs of th JOL. F.v n if til· .~ perc~tt1tag :;. 11 rc inexact, at the 
very ·lc:.lst they StlggC,·t that Kahane enjoyed more grassroots 
support tUi.lt1 the size of his membership rolls l.ndicate. 

39	 JDL members expressed this sentim,~nt in fln almost COJlst,Jnt 
seric~ of prote. t and imaginative demonstratit)lls intended to 
embilrras. J \\"i It nstabl j. hmont leaders. Of GOnr50, the very 
cxis cDce of h' JDL w s an prc~. ion of protest g inst the 
J wish st.bli hmen . 
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Host importnl1tly, the h'on:i'd that J('v.:s h d los pr;.df' in their 

herit g'. 40 In ·1Jort then, rank and file JU1, llJ flib rs ,ood to 

b<ltlt)fit t,:mglbly fr m h' orgnnizi.1Uon's grc, :>1V(' actions j btit 

they also ogrcpd wi h· MeiT Ki;lhnne' s id(tolo y llnd bra dC'r obj c~ 

ti.ves. 1'1:l<~) strength of th i.r commitm('lll wa~ l. sted and ' ..Ql1fLLrmad 

whC'n th JUL turn d to political activism from \,,11 ich most meMb(~rs 

could xpnCl 110 id 'Ilti£iablepersotl<lJ gl.Li.rl. 

dary. His cl nial of a forum th~1n)n~it()ratc-d to him that tds 

extremism wo~ p'rmcinellL obsto<;ln to acceptan.c(~ or power \4ithin 

the internlltional and Amcrican J wish lTii'ili trclIm. 61 Moreover, 

Soviet Jmvry issue, mal"illg it dJ.£ficult for him t remain iIi the 

media spotlight. III CeramI' to tQ;main e viahl-e force,. he 'Iv'ould 

somehow h V(' Q int nsify anti-Sovi.ct pl"t"VOGuti011'S, alld for six 

months he at.tempt d to do Ju.."t that. Throughout 1971, t-he JDJJ 

f,lccel(l;tatad :itSj::M:ogr-am of bombing 811d other viol~i1t: acts. 

A (:oncom;l'L!Hltrtlcli<::al;Lz,'ltj.OI1 of JIlL m mh~rship r inforced this 

tnmd toward viol l,lC. Once one could botoltl"·/'H:dEittt Soviet Jewry 

activist. within thlil Je"Lh maillslrellm, the JD!. lost much of its 

~o	 Clawar, pp.260-280. 

~l	 In ..fact. Rabbi Andr l,;ngllr repor ed in Jcw'l:ih Di.s.'st, that 
since 1968 m(l'n LtO m Jewish groups had bl~lm circult3ting "con~ 

fidential" ID moranu to yn 'l£Op,IlC fld COflll,l1t.mity centers urging 
them to nject Kah n '~ r qUe!. t to sp alt. ' 
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(~otn];rarilti'Vely mod rilt In .mbcr !lip, HanyOrthQdox rabllls who had 

p:T(tviously prill n JOT. v· '),lItism i~ltlle.it neighborhoods felt 

'loo risJqi' hnd wit:hdr 'W their slIpporL. R 'muining memh r 'bip ft'lll 

intQ two ~r(:Hlps: the youth who w re ('II mar lei with LlIO glamor 0.£ 

nd the most ri.lf.1ical 

hard"'liJl' JU],1-, l)1f1ny o( ~Ihom ·$llJJr d Kah ne' 5 ob:>cssiQll with 

llY . f'mblance of 

re ·traint, quickly found it." 'If in d 'cp l.f; 1 trollble. During 

Ihll'schko\.,rJtz wns s .ntcncC'd to fiVE: y rs in prison for his 1970 

hiJockinzattotnp.t. Kahane further isolll.t<,d himself hy llJmb .tin.g 

the N'ew York 130 rd o[ Ra~bis for l:lOt, suppc;u:;tingthe d [ lid nt: and 

hn not expediting hisfec.dpt e)f kosh r food in prison. While 

the HersclJkm.;jtz conviction W~IS bad for JIlL p\lblic ri!latiQns, its 

eff(wt pated in corn1,>arison to the.~1ay 1971 irldictmetlt of L3 JDL 

I1J mb r, (or W oJpon" viol t..ion,. tlsid from th advers.(~pub1icity 

it brought" tJ'J(~ ilHiictmcnt 1'0 sent \oJ vn of f ar through the JDl, 

of an j nform r in thoir 

milst. SOlRe pr v ious JD1. sLah'arts cut back their i11v01 vemen't 

whi.le others actllaJ.ly lllOved to Israel to CSC,'lpc. potnntiol 1 ~al 

problems, 

After such success in the early part of 1971. the JD1 f~cncl B 

sed.ou. crbi by mid-ycll.L Th(! late summer marked a crucial 

turning point when Kah<'ln ~lnnounccd his decis ion to move to 

~ 2 lhtss, Ill" 40-41. 
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Israd. Knh ne cl rn u Lh L he hau I1h y"" pliJnneclto make 1ivnh. 

but cirCUU1stanc !) pl'ob..Jhly; iili'hicncdlhc 'Umin of hi dCpilX

ture. "'3~I,ln' support'r. fell. Lhtlt Kahan h d b trayttrd t.hillm since 

they ow t}l<\ JDI,<'l:$afc~rec(1 1 'xprC's:>ion of J ... t :right to live 

feat 1cssly in tltl~ Di. sporn. Kahane t ~ int rpret d S i1 

su;rnnvac't of thd't tl11 ·'st. , pee i D II Y \ h n h began to exhort otJ)(~:rs 

to	 follow by y;arll$ng of d);n jl'l111l1ncnl Holoe u. L in Am rica. One 

cmill nt ,upporlor. Hill 1 Scidma:n,la:uthor and r gular cOlltributo)~ 

tC3t:hc Yldd i sh 11 ,,,; 'pdpcr Th J 'wi-It !:'c)rw;:J rcl, C-i(flrc. spd 8 comnJon 

Tarn'l. hu ~ft.ir Kahane is different .. He 11.115 a rnit$sion here, one 

which his char-ism' IlJli'lU 1y sd,Ls him for.lt~4 

Aft.er Kahane's dt~pf~rt;ure, the Jnr,'s i'l1t:ensi.:fied Hldical;i,sltl .,oon 

led to the inevitabhdi. Ilste:r. In Jaritlary 1972, the JOt. bomb d 

the offices of Sol flurok, n major New York iropressilrio ,..-ho 

imported Soviet music, halh~ts, and oth·e:t culturill attractions. 

Not (,HlIY was tbe bombing i1 nJanifc.station of ineron.·cd r dicali.sm, 

it also cnu .• ,d th' ccicj 'ni:aJ. death of Iris .K01l0S, aJ(twish 80crO

tl,lry. Three JDt In mb rs Werl) sub:iH'qulinltly ind ictt\d for murder. 

As Al.an IJershowitz, the attorn·y ho s curl'd Lhl> d fcndants I 

/lcquitt 1 on tl t chnicality, WTit;·(~s: 

43	 Some l';\IggC·.'t., without vorLCieat.ion, that Kahane left in 
response to FBI ttlI" t~ to put him in jail. ,Just;· prior to his 
departure, ,K'ilhane was given a five year suspended sent nee for 
w~[Ipons violations by a Nl\}(';' York court. 1'her-c is DO doubt that 
JDL cL:-; agltinst Sovi.et angered the rBI, <'lud that the fBI f01· 
lowed the ,Jl)1. closely, but there is no proof tnatthey explic· 
it 1y threatcne<1 KallHllo. 

44	 Hillel Sd.nml:lm., personal interview, Narcb 22, 1985. 
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That . 1l1I,' 1('85 (rag dy \.: ok 'ned to the brcRk i ng point 
.whal;:ev>r r(,ffidinin o pillar:; of support Lhe leagne 
enjoypd w1thin lilt' Jl'\"i~h community. It 'dcmonstr, Led 
th,H the ,JDL hNd so cheapened the currency of civil 
di olH'uicnc(' nd viol 'nee ,th·at it had lost ~'hatever 

rncanill' lod purpos it mi ht have had if selectiv ly 
alld inL IUge-nll employ d. EVlm those. militants I"ho 
could justify the I1S\? (If violence agai.nst Soviet or 
PliO off'icialswer(') appn 1) cd by bombings dir.ec1:ed at 
tlU1;ok . and ~~speciii1lly by t.he. denth -- eV(l'n :if 
accidcnLal -- of ayoullgJowish wornan. 4S 

Though the JDL b(l~ nov r l:ompletely disa.ppeare.d, ail r 1'972 it 

declin c1 into a shadow of \...hut it had b 0n. The tn<'lin. trellm 

pI nmplJon of the S vint. J>\.rrytssue which lpd ,:to the lItlrok bomlJ

the possfble, exc prion of K ha1H~'s cm'gtHtion. 

Th\15, Rnl1arl~'. i IwIo y a.nd personality· contributed to the 

JDL's downfall just as surely as to its rise. His unwillingnc~s 

to compromise or mod rate 1(\(1 to the JDL' s fata 1 radicalization 

<"lad, as a rt:sult, to the alienat.i.QTI of pn~\!iously cOlUmitt,ed [IJem

bel'S. Hor over, Kahane's egDJ.s.01 repellod potentially comp t nt 

leaders "'ho conceivably could have assumed respon.sibility over the. 

JDt. after KahtlrH~rS emigration. lAs ~lonlechai. Dolinsky, a JDT, co

fouilder, ::;tnL 8 hOtlthis OWIT alioDl,lt:ion from tbe mov ·mant. 

"Kahane built tlu~ .J:I)J;, r unrl on(\per~on, around his charisma. He 

just do no motiva.te p(~oplc 1,11 i1n organizatiolHl1 framowork,a 

fact i'ltt~. ted toby the high turnover rate of members in the 

JDL.'!~G Still, given n11 of the fOl'ces working Hgain t the JDL in 

}ate 1971 and early 1972: the. Burak bombing, pr ·mpLi.on of the 

45 Alan Do.1'8110(;:itz, The Bf'st !25:fcnso, Now York: Random House, 
1982, 1'.81. 

4G Horde-chai DolinSKY, p'rsonal interviow. 
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Sovi.et J~~w::cy is:;II', Kahan'· Jliy,lh; and thl~ ,\lmelioration of tu:ban 

racial str ~s Jnd nti-[, .mj i. m, it iStinlikely thatevell theb t 

J,'£ldership(:Ol1Jd huvc r:cvcr~ d thr> Lr ;nd. 

'~vhatevOT hisLorical conLin "11 i('~ affect'ed the JD1's fat~ in 

the short 'Cerm, the Am ric II onvironm ,nt made lcmg term sue'c o[ 

the JDLimpossible. Even Lhough i-,'il1iam Gamson in }~ ~t.~ S~ of 

Soci8J trot!:~ fl "'guc5 til, t: vio]o l:C is the most successful of all 

mak :, thwt c 113 im om whut mis-1c'ao,iJl.S. ,Bor G m on, viohmtgrQup 

whose {SSH 5 u]"(' pr 'cmpL('d My the mu:i:nstream orwhos~ 1 .oclHr <.Iro 

coopLud into mainst.;I,;:(,1ll groups qualify as sllcc0..ssful. ~ ~ TItus, 

though the :lD1 wos LHgcdy (d,:iminated, the fact that mainstream 

groups beg n .1cting for Soviet ]m"ry (even if they did it for 

reasons bide - JDL pressnr'e) pre:;umably makes the lUI, a success ~ 

£u1 group by C;nm~.onJs fonnula, Still, th{~ fact :temains that the 

American pluralistic. d'mocrac. is, structured ill such a, way that 

lasting succc s of .xLrcmi. t groups, p ci lly p rachial ones, is 

nc rly impol;. ible,. 

Lip Land Rd b. in 1111' Po!J.tl·~ 9f UnrCII.OII, argue that Amc!ri-

CUll xt. mi sL s-troups t,end to b value~aTi nted ,J ,t 1 ast t.hen they 

aro first forml d. This m!~ans that they are preoccupied by the 

deteriorating mar b s s or soci life ilnd .cek political POI r 

in ord(~r to enact regenerative, even rcvolut ionary, change. ~ 9 

~7	 Wjlliam Gnmson, Tlte S~_g):: qf .§.~cia1 f.rot(~.?_~ p.Bi. 

4V	 Gamsoa, p.29. 

4 e	 Seymour Lipset ewd Earl Ranb. Tlte ~)....s.~ 9.f f;~tremis~, New 
York: Harper and Row, 1970. pp.4'J8-499. 
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Bo.cat18o of the struct\:1n~ of the American politi-ca.] system, 

however I their ~m:paet 11:lS b n mi !lima 1. fig r dicals, they are 

d.cnied ifJfluHll(~0 along the (;Q'lJ.vfmLion avcnu::; of ff cl tng 

the pl~es!';ur is tron CIlOlIgh, precmpt their program. E\rcnttio.l1y, 

s,qrnecbange may rc. ult in rulc~ or re ;u),atious" but not i.n tbe 

c'LC tlwl-'xl1mpl· of re lriCliv immigration policies (I 

re' ponse to right~\';ing jingoi m. S G Immi ration.~:quotas, for CX(1t11

pie, "havH b n l/nbr 

course, ill(' ,'oml' ph nomt!1;10n has taken pl' cc' on th 10ft in Amer

iea."S1 

Lipset and Ranb also analyze L1\ sLrucLuralresil.ience of Amer

lea •s democracy, "I'lH- ell i ef pract ieal btl h 1ilrk I1g in. L lh' d~\Vel-

opmentof (~ffr;cliv VII]U '-o1'i nL·d right-wing extremist movements 

in Amnr ica hIlS probab ly o{!('n Lh ex i. nee of the two p rty sys

tem. "S2 The plurality sy_ tcm of election in limed fl., when~by 

g '0 raphic const:ituencics elect: only am" (e;p~;es(lntative., discour

ages tlj(~ formolion of cloral mov'ments by r.1dic8.1 or minority 

so	 Even such normative changes constj'l.tlte. success for GAmson. 
Thus, Ganlson'sclaim X.hex Ii group's environme,nt does not affect 
its fate ne,lHlyn- much a its individual strategy, does 110t 

lead eo nl'; brad of rlis grN'mcnt.wit:h Lipseta.s one might 
expect. That is, som' of lh nl(lchall' ..:ms by which Lipset argues 
8. stable, pluralistic democrlJcy prev(tnts the rist~ of radical 
groups I namely through pre mption and cQoptation, are meroly 
re,f'er red to flS forms of success by GaOlson. 

51	 Lipset and Raah,p.499. 

52	 Ibid. p. 503. 
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groujJs s:tncethey 11 v little dli1nC(~ of vicLory. Plurality 

syst<'ms onctH1TIlge ('XLl' mists 1;0 compromise ilnd form co litions 

wi.th others Lnorcler tocr ate ;1 viable party. Thus, 1\mcric6U1 

political" parti(~s fJrenot "id('olor,ical ogerlts, but coalition par

t:.tes, cOlOpTornis partl(~s, d(~slgll('d pragmntiCi)l1y for electoral 

victorio15."53 

AmcT lea's huge amd varlf)ccl population serve. 8S a finaJ [uld 

ultimate brak' on extremism. It is tJlmost impossible for ideolo· 

gj,cal or eVeniJnCOnV~nLiollill groups 'to appeal ..-Lo a uroad 11110ugh 

r.Ullge of voters. to uce' poliUcal1)". £I{llericQ also h nefits 

frarn· croBs-cutting pIUT 111m which miLigatAs tbo potential of any 

Axclusivist minority gX01JI>$ or singl,)- i sue groups. 

Thus ,eveIJ groups whJch do not. aim for such £} narrow cOllstltu

from all but the most limited successes. K$h"P1C'S fate in Israel 

high1ight:s structural contrasts. bctwHtm the American and Israeli 

systcnIlS that cxple.in Kab<\lne' s g.reat:er success Ilnd future potential 

S J Ibid.· p.503. 



Chapter V
 

FROM OBSCURITY TO THE KNESSET
 

In the, pnbc ding ch,llpter, we (ilXJllI i il d th!) fate. of tho JDL in 

IAmerica ulldf~r }(<lIHln l)(·tlo,'c 'n 1968 ond 1971. In Amer

ica, bistorical i,actor, con p~r d to cr Dtc a nich (or tIl' JDL's 

activism ond evp;n allow d it SO'!ll~) :Lnflu 'flea on i.s. uo of JC'wish 

conenrn. In th 'lid, howW'lcr, Kahane's brfJnd of xtremi m Dud his 

pnwrnption by rnllln~ r~ m l,;roup COiUp~)l1(!d the JDL to reldiet:tli;'.(,1 

and eventually to se,:lf-d'strucl, In addition, loll' SilW how the 

structuro of tltr~ A1Tlcr:Lc£lll political SystHffi limited t.he JIlL's 

potentiol, llS it l.im.Lts the potential. of any extremist group. 

Now, we l.1,Ull our att:ention to Israel, where Kahane has lived since 

1971. In Israel, as in America" the structur\i;of the political 

(~nvjrQnmerl't I~S \\1ell (IS hist:od,cal continErhcies have shaped 

Kahane's filta. In tlli.., chapter I I,rill dLcuss only the. historical 

factors which hinder>d Kahane's efforts until recently Dad which. 

now \,fork to his advflntnge. A stnctural analysis of Israeli poli

tics fol10\vs in the next ch,lpter,' Th8t analysis, in addition to 

explaining Klihane's recent. popularity, fixe::; on a par dox in 

Israeli political bistory: that its political structun, promotes 

extremist movements, but th/l't historically none arose. InsL ad, 

Israel vms immune to such extremism until Kahane came tQ Israel in 

1971 and t','ilient to it for 13 yt:8rs thel- ft r, before Kllh 11€1 

~as finally elected,. 

" 
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IOlOledi l'ly upon his 81'riv01 in Isra l, Kahnne amlOunced his 

intention of cstabl;i..shii)g a To'tahstudy school and an educational 

center in Jerusalem to ~crvo tlsthe international 11 dquarLo'ts for 

the J))1.. 1\ II n pI' s nL'd t:he Jtn, 6..s an ndllClltion 1 or (loiz, ti.on 

designed to uniL(' 18,::](\1 is in t.h€l goal of rcviving.J'to1ish pride, 

and he publicly iXi'S iS'ted that h(~ had no personal pQli.tical ambi-

tions.Klllt IW mdinL ins, probahly untrntlvtully, that both .!'lena

ch m 13egin Ch d of tll L ikud Bloc )atnd Yosef Burg (If d of the 

National Re.li.,gi,OIl. PJrty or NR1') ()fferod him a~.,. of Kn 5et s at 

hact h(\ f)gr J LO join iLlwr party. He rMu ·(od. hs'ays, because 

tfonce you s:t.n lot COII1I)j~OltJisjng, YO\Jilre f i.nis lied. " t Ka!1rl.ne knew 

that joining 1I po'l'iitical party w'Quid mean tRtitly accepting polit

.Leal leadcrsJ:dp nd V'il'W~ \viti! which he disagreed. 

\vhateve'r Kllllllne's j·ntentions to b COI11(~ an ~du ator, his pro-

I cli.vity fOJ~ we ion 50011 ot: the b sL of him Jp,l1in. Kahl1JH'. bl'gan 

I 
orgallizing the same type of ~,treet u 'monstrat ions IId violence. as 

he had in J!linerica. Lacking the riilnk and file support be had built 

up in Arnerie . Knhnll wo~ forced to operate with tbe fo\,; young 

AtllO:riCfftiS \"ho h'd (01101..' d him to IStllcl and (1 sailall group of 

SoViet pmigr.... who ,upporLl;d him. 2 Sinc.a tb n' were no Soviet 

installation. in lsra 1. KaJlfttH~ fo·cl.ls'd instead on tlo.'O new issLles: 

th(' Ghristion ~Ii$s 'on jn Tsrad a,n.cl fl s'mall Al11cdcan Black sect in 

Consisttmt with hist h tOlvn of Dirnofla ca1.1(ld tl1·0 B1. ack Hebrews. 

I 
I 

r'UgJouSCQflvictioillS, Kahane objncte,d to the pr :0, lice of Gluis

tien missionaries in 1srael, and most Israelis agreed with h1m in
'----------
1 l'leir Kahane. P r 011 1 in tc LV i w.. Laketvood, N. J. March 1985. 

2 Sprinzok, p.~. 
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principle, 'Sti 11, mi io orip., hud lon lll~Cll grlldgin ly 01 ra"tcd 

in JRrael in h0 spirit. of re) igion. fr dam in :the Holy Land.' 

KahBll taco loud d monstr.:JLton gain!>L the t1i1'sion, and his 

group s t f j re:> in lOis/> ion ry c:. nte.rs an¢! book hops. Thm; 8C t i.v

i,tics brought Knhnn 1. ra 1i pol icc and media attofftion for the 

f:j rsttinw..? 

Sj,milarly, th Black lIt:br '\\'5 w'r oJ11;yrc1uctlll1tly tolerat.ed by 

he 'li . Tltese illll r-city Bll.lck from Chic go nt r d isrl 

withtou.tist: Vi~(\: snd n v 1 ft" seclndjng th msclv s in tb.(~ 

Neg v own b ( 0 irno'n , Gl im,in Lo be the 'only authentic.Jaws, 

they ltv accoTdb1g 40 their o\vnlmiql.lc version of ritual I \oJ. llnd 

support Lhcm, (' 1v • t Ie s t p rtia11.y by b gging in the SLr('c t:; 0 f 

lsra~li citi s. For [f' r of be.ing accusl'd of ri1c' m, the govern

IDe-nt has not [ore d hem ·to leave. Kahane, l1tW r one -'to be can ~ 

strained by others' pinioll., W<J t'd this sect epe.lle:d and 

clamored for it: loudly.4 \~hi.lc thcsp. dcmonstrat ions and those 

.:Ig~iJI$tt:he Christian Nission brought Kahane som(~ pl.lblicity~ nci. 

ther i!;l-oll(, WI:; weighLy nough.to hold the media's attt,ntion or 

very long. 

signific.ant issucwith broader. implications. By AHgUS't 1972, less 

'thana year aft~H- hi.s. arrivaJ> Kahane foc.u cd 1 j Lt nLion on 

what: has been his targ t ('vor si11ce .,.- the Israeli Arahs. S 

3	 ~l ny yl'llr. later, Kahane still considers missionuri a vit I 
is~ue. I\u h members invited llH~ this SUlUmer to SUllday morning 
Torah s udy m ctin,!.\ rellowed by a forced takeov r of th lorman 
~lission ill J ru' 1 'm in. th~ afternoon. 

lo	 Sprinzak, p. 7. 

5	 It shouJd be mentioned that ){l;lhane lUak s no di tin<:lion b tW(' T! 

Israeli Arabs and Arabs livins on the west n nk or GllZ Strip. 
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tinl for hisb!~an.d of' :LncitBIlHwt. 1ronie lly, ql('. i 'SJ1¢'S bxoacl 

cnlTcncy ctuolly mil i.gat~d Ka:!1ane 1 s impllcl on it . When Kahane 

bcgnn fotlll:> ing on 11 lIrilb~, tfroy \110re already all i sue of ulmost 

national irnportallCG in IsrrHd., Unl ike t:be Sovi(~t .hlWty prc>bl'm in 

Am 'ricB,the Arab prol.JJ em in Is:ra\~l "a lIol ignor d. ltlfaot"the 

dealt with on] y by gOY rnment bodies. 111 enarmau pr·Slige. 

e.njoyedhy Gold.l Icir' cobin.ot in 1972,w'h'wl included .Iash 

.peei lly [util. Only aH:,~t the Yom Kippl1:r\vl1r in 1973,~vhen 

thec~tbinetls action dr Iv severe criticism, was the govcnUllcnt I s 

competence in d(>,aling with secuLi ty matterS called into qu(~stion. 

Furthermore., Kahane I s status as an American obstruct d hi [forts 

piH"LicularJy bpcaUfH': of the higb;ly "1sJ:<H~li" nature of t:h issue, 

thud Spriruwk sUlTltll(~d np the typical Israell attitude: ''\vbo was 

Heir K hll:ne" a diaspore Jow, iin 11nknowTl rJbbi who IHid n vcr ,\'en 

served in the anny,. to J(. 1 with tho Arabs -- l$1'o.)J' s numb r one 

se-curtLy problpllI." 6 

Kahane, however, t1r,ew upon his experienc s in America and, 

throUlSh imagin tive t{lctics, developed a mod st following, In 

August 1972:, h(~ distributed Jeaf1(;;tSltl H(~bron calling upon Arab 

The. T!it'ocl'i gOVCrlllll'nt docs differentiate, a,s -1gn1ng primary 
respon'ibilit.y (or West BoJnk and GIlL:l1 Ar'bs to Lh ~hnjstry of 
D [ens€\ and for Israeli Arabs to the ~Linistry of Inturior, 
Sinc.e. Kahan· con id rs :the territories all lntp.gr 1 part of 
Israel, all Arobs uJl<ler Israel's control are the- same. :to him. 

6'Sprinz R, P,]; 
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HaYer NuhtJlllmed Jaabari to :;ubJll.i~ to a publ;i.c s.how tria.l£or his 

tole in the .1929 ITW, s,errs of Jews in Hebron, 7 CapitllJizingon the 

short . hu~'st . of puHc1ty he O'n,jo)'I)(1 from the v nt F: hane 

launch d his sti] 1 ongoing pro ~-, m of c.tivcdYC'OCO\\.rtlging Arab.l-.
.'. 
':J. 

to .emigrate hy offer.i'hg l;l!rm f inancia 1 .compC'nsatJ.oil. S 

In .s(~p'tember 1972, the lsrae.i Olympic team w s slallgh~ered in 

Munic.h .by Arab 1,;(nrorists. When the Libyall gov'rnment claimed 

rospon~jbility for trdnLng 1:he kiHors, Kohan' r vjvC'd his Am ri" 

can tactics of direct acti.on. After nll ting l.h· aid of Arnich i 

·Pagli.n, fann:>! chief of openni.ons for the Irguri} Kuhane began 

p1 tilling 1.0 homh the Li.byan consnla (: in Rome. Explosives ilnd 

armf> w'r to b muggled out of Israel to Am rica nd JDL rocmb rs 

were to transport thern to ltnly. Israeli security officJals 

foiled the entire operation after discovering the arms c che at 

tho Tml Aviv airport. In apT'S, inLp.rvi_\,; K'lh ne said, "vIe 

expect to [ace a shower of denunciations. 1 do !tot. care. \vhat is 

important is that something com'~ out of this. T am r ady 

to go to jail having kllOwn til t. push d tll(' govcrllm nt Lo do 

something."9 The faiJfld oper13tion, thou h deplorod hymost 

Is: nUs, contriblltl~d to Ka)HJJH~'S cn' entials :;, a committed acti-

VisL and probably bolst. red his popularity. 

'7	 Singling Ollt Jaabsr j 'mpllfJ.sizes Kahan<~ t s unNi 11 itlgll ' s La dif
fer ntiate among Ar8b~. Janberi is B traditionalisL I'ad r with 
st.rong tie. to Jordan nndnot the PLO. 

8	 Ne ir Kah£il1 • '!J:!!: ,Jc\oi'ish ldea, Jerusa lem: J<'wish Id€'ln.tity Cehter, 
19'74; pp. 13 -15. 

B	 Y.dfDt AharaEot, September 27, 1972, p.5. 
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I 

"':, 

](tlh n WJ 

Isra(i}l in 1973, and he d c i dcd Lo try 'to pl:i:rlny his status into a 

Kn S5 t . c. t, <.l 'pjL~ hi~ prud.ous disllvowdls o'f pblitica18mbi~ 

tion. JU. un iqucl1 ~s in :Israel ;gave him c;onfidt)tICEi, in his elec

tornl viability, as did his j;inancicll suppar from I\m rica. 

Kllhanfl r('c i v d 12. H11 VOLe',' in 1973. jus t a £0\4 hundred short of 

iii safe '. L. L r 'J u· '$ a strictly p:r't:>portional electoral bystflm 

w'herebyany candidnt r ceiving 1"~ of the tot6l vote is guaraJlteed 

a seat .. It,,,ould b C\] v n yn.1r~ bero 

his 1.973 t,otnL 

A,tft(~r 1973, !\ II lOC ~pent a t10cade in ndfltive obscu.rity. Dur

lug the rnid 1970' $., lltl shlltthYd bOGk ,±rId forth bet:wee.n Americ8 (Jrld 

Israel,trying dt'sp(>rDt0!Y to ~.llv<lg0 the .ID'L Wh1 h) building a 

political movement: in I81:a,)1. Even though Kahane oontinued to 

rous h(' :';dm' cr'L'ci lid u:;, the· .ame, tactJcs that contributed 

to his modest populnrity bt:d'ore 1973, a munber offn'ctor.s con~ 

spit-·ed against rurth'T 'uee: '. s.<·· 

TIH. most d, ro gin d(~v ·lopin 'nl) to Kdhan ' after 1973 was the. 

growth of t.1Ju .GusJ'i .Krrn:Ulim (Block of t.he Fa.ithful) mow'ment. For

mally' creat(·d :Ln 1974, Gush originated within the National FIe] 

ious Party bu.t 'v ntually severed its ties wi'th it. Consistent 

with the tenchings of I\l1bhi AVTahamKook, th(~ first Chief RHbb,i of 

lsrael,llnd his son Zvl, Gush sought to settle the bibliGal lands 

of Judaea ,mel 1'lmarla. Though Gtush,as a group, was not involved 

in anti-Arab cXl,.remiSlU as WiiJ;$ Kahane, its action-oriented program 

of settling the land, t"itll or without perudssio1l, attracted those 
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SDlJUe YQung people. who inight otherwise 11 ve [aUen iu"'H;h KalHane. 

i'foriliover, Kahll110 could not. match Gu.h's pr stj 0.. Gush enjoyed 

tho. '$,uEJpa:r:t of. the l,J10bfllical uthorit.:i s nd o(fl'r d o complete 
, 

h rs. \ 0 ~lQst. important.ly, Gu h (4as a docidedly Israeli ll10vem 'nt,
 

w<Lth amincnt. I
 

t r IIb1 to at t ·.1.l tI 0 TsrlcH \<ilto w.r· 1 ft. domor liz d,
 

douhting, and,. (. kJ.ng salvlI ion h' Lh 1973 100' r.
 

Kl'ihllnC rc.m i nnd 

tinlJy gr d witlt its pro rom nd id ologywh:idtc,alle41~or sct~ 

tUng of the: biblical Land of ISI'Ilcl as p. rC'quis't to lh 

Redemption. Eager to preServe hisdistinctiv politic 1 niclt~j 

Kahane ri;llcLed, to Gush Ennmim' by fonnini hisp:resent parey. K ch, 

in 1974. 11 With K,)ch, Kohane sign.a.llod his cleterrtlil1;lJltiofl Lo rem in 

to the right of Gu, It Emun im. \~hi l{~GllS I conccn·t:1::at.ed on . cL t] Lng 

the IE,nri, Kah[ine ~x8cerbatec1 the t<~,nsion in Jewisb-[\J:abrelntiolJs 

as mudl ll~ poss ib 1 in the hope of promotIng Arab cmigr lion. 

..
EvC'n today, K han '~ 1\1 .lor .'ub,t ntiv di.. tgrc m nt with Gush is 

~ , 

ofa settl mClnL mav l1Ili1l1t wh:i1l1 Gush heliev(~s, at ], {lst: offici,'111}', 

that cocxi tenc. is pas ibl 12 As Dnniclla Wei $, crct:a;ry ,0£ 

Gush Emuuim, told th(? ,Tcrusnlcm Post: "Heir K ban wan ts to be 

lOIn this sense i twas also better organiKed than the Land of 
Israel or Gre ter Israel Movement founded just after the Six 
Day War. That group n v~r lIchi'ved Gush's 1 vel of centr ]lza~ 

tion, 8S its poor showing in the 1969 el(1c:t'i.QJ'l$ proV' s. 

11 Koch L norma l1y t. raIl '1 Q L '0 as "Thusl" 

12 SprinzJk, p.12. 
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concentrat.esol '1 y on bi..1ild· n~ up tho i,nt.erC'-sts of the Jews. That 

is an entirely differenL uppr<>crh)"P 

Kllhane vlrJ~ ul1<1111 to Slice 'ssfnl1y hHttle the tide Ilg Lust hd:01. 

His 8t:t:empts to'maintain rill" IDL in I\rncrica s v r'ly compromi d 

kim position '11 1sr, 1, c. p';Ci41H;V ~·h(.m Ii· ncount ·red Ie 031 prob~ 

In ,1975. l\llh 11' t [t::; onvictad in Nuw 

York forvi<naLillg til' nO-\Y'aponl' provision 0 his parole on a 

1971 tlll".apOl1s convicLion. Th· courL rul d til t t;h' re. triction~Qn 

his b(~havJor ppl hd ill 1sr/] , wI1 lid en Lonced II lm to on.e 

yea.r in prison. K ]j)'flIHI.'f:; Yl~aX" in p.rison brought 11m som re.sp ct 

tosted and wall ri.ght ior n 11 J \.dsh prisoners, including the 

ri.ght to receive kosher rood and sLudy Toc h. Howev 'e, the tirrl(i 

Kaharle. spent in pt ison was disilstrous ror his mOVCiJn nt in Israe:! 

which sta naLed in his .Jbence. Durlllg 197.'5 K eh as dormant. 

and, upon his rntn.tn in. 1976, K hane. faced ad', p ·1:.:Jt rug~le 

to revive i.e, .. 

Be.n.;een 1973 and 1977, Isr't,le1i politics shih.ed drastically to 

the right, culminating in the 1977 1,ikud Victory that. brought 

~hHlachern 13 gin to pow r. Th0 rightward shift, while it dj.C! not 

ben:<:if:i.tKahane. immedi.at:01y, laid the groundworkfoI: his future 

popularity, Since 1973 ,the le.ft of center Labor Party had been 

discredited in tht1 eyes of many Israelis, Its conduct of the ~,;ar 

was investig8.t{~d by the .J.\granat Commission and judged to be 

1(1-1 ~?'71 
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incOInpelplIL; Lhn nsuin' imbroglio ended ill Go14a Nell" r signa,; 

tion.~4 COlltrovn:,y plagll d the. sub.' 'qUC1l't regime of YiLzh k 

Rabin as well, B for' ,the 1~77 i~lectioll. llo11sil1 Mini,ster Avraham 

Of 01" committt>;d uici.dc nft 'J: hi~:il1lpl'c tion in 8. omi 1,. and 

R;)bUl'S wife was djsr;ov(~rcd to hay V10'lflt d Israeli cur.rency 

r<~strictions by ret,)inin an ulid,t:' bank Deco nt ,int.he: United 

State.s. Furth 'clliOt' , Likud' s hardoT line on territorial compro~ 

mise appealed to a. gr(~llL numb r of Isrdclis who .were l):~ntnted. ~).y 

the 1973 ~.,(;}r. The subscqllC'nt ('t" im ogre millS, nc otiat d by 

Labor ..dtb E ypt i1ltd·Sy1:i..a in \.,htch Israel reCutne,d 1 lid witllout 

receiving a pene: tt' nLy nnd V '11 without face-to-face n gotia' 

tions left many Is1: ('1'~ un .:l.y .\~ell. 

Social changes in ISr.'lCl also contrihu ,ct Lo Liklld' llcce's in 

1977. Nany obervers nscribc Begin' 5 election to his ability to· 

reach 01,11:. to Oriental J ' ....'s, a growing proportion of the ele.ctor~ 

at.e. The Orientnl J v.: were ll~sb :cducated nd poon'r than their 

European counr.orpar and had long occupied the lower rungs of 

JsrflC')', .ocio('l':onomic 1.1dri r. lllf'ir rel; 'rl\.11l at gre\" as unflll 

filled expectations for social and eCOl19rnic equality persisted. 15 

Forinstllrtcc, in 1979, 34.2'7" of I:uueli Jewis)-~.h()usel1())ds were 

Oriental, but they accounted for 52 .l~~ of Jewish households in 

the poorest ten perc~ent of the popul(ition. H PerlHlps more impor

14	 ?€)c Kadav Safran, I~E_~~.L The: EmbatL 1 ~d Ally Cambridge, HA: 
Harvard University Press. 1981 pp.18S-187. 

15	 Avrilham Sh' rna. Tmrni _~!..!:_lg.!! ~~_!~h.<?l!! I!:,!:£KL?.!i:.2E~':_ Th i rd \vorld 
Jews in LracI, Ctlmbridge, I1A: Schenkman CO. 1977. 

1G	 Yael Yishai, "Isra.el's Right-Wing Jewish Proletariat" in Jour~ 
nDJ of ~~wis..Q Soci0l.-SY, vol. 24, no.2, D:eccmber 1982, p.89. 
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t.aJltly" even two years. ufter Likud cam' to pOll/cr, • cco;rding to a 

9~ of the Ori ncals 

believeq that t:hHS' wcrl~ dis,<l:tlvnnt(iS ,d. 17 As the 1 rttoll ceOl omy 

continu d to (al t r in 1976, SaIne Ori{)nto} slum ctwcHcrs b 8 n to 

repeating t.o Ori 'nta J vol. 'r,. th L Lh' Lubor Part.y w t.h' ourc¢ 

of their woes. f1Tldt!wtth Lober \" rty hnd di crlminot!'d 

them. Begin presented himg(~lf<tD Oriental £IS til politi eifm who 

had their irtt 're L nL he: rl nd ·umi'e,tstrood th m _ By 1977, h on 

over JllSiny of thElm. A on0 ob c rvr put it:; 

No contemporary ls:raeli party 1· deT, {lnd e rt illly 
flot Peres, can €!ven hegJ to approach Prim f'linist. r 
Begin's ma:st.ery of )~h{~t.orical style, which i. rich in 
religious 1md tradit:ion 1 symbol ism. Begin was 
far mOr€l effective in jppGr11 ing to the Driental voters 
in tho,it" own 'code' Mid in organizing their exp.(lri 
·encos thro,ugh his ~ymholic appo1l1 thou \"as Per '. 
Begin, who is personally religiously o· . ('(vant, $UC

c(~cded in projecting his imllg 'I a 'r)TOlld Se....' t. • • . 

In addition to respect for J Iy ish tr(:lditiQl'l and Or:ien
tal culture, anothf),r import. nt spect of 13~~gin' s pub
lic persona is thath(~ appuors to btl a humble man 
withnut p ctensiOll$.; :i.~;. 'li man of :the common p 0
ple. 11 ' 

Likud t S rOB j t ion ....'88 also strengthened by unrost among Israel t s 

Arab population. Incideitts sucb as the Land Day riots of March 

1976 saw Israeli Arahs cxpr s. ing Jllltred for the state and affin-

Hy Jor tha PLO. Nost Isrflelis were shocked by the intensity of 

th<~ Arab prot(:',sts. \Hdely perceived as the party that was tougher 

OIl ArBb iSSl1 s, the Likud \~ s the IHlturl1] choico of Israelis 

11 Ibid. 

18 Safran, p.19S.
 

19 Hyron Aronoff. in fr(l<~dmfm 96-97.
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frightermcl by Ar, b r tl j c 1 i %J don. 

r '11lL iv' wight of thcs, ond oell r fO,ctors in 

pUl,hing Israeli opinion Lo the right, their combin d ff ct 1nthn 

1977 elections Wflsto strip Labor of 19 of' the 51 se Lsth~\y hl1d 

in 1913whi1einer('d s Lng Likud' s total from 39\;0 43 and b.ring i ng 

13 gin La pow L. l\uhJne, UlHlbl(; LO capitalize immt;\di.1tcly on the 

trend to the r i.ght, only rec· i vl'd 4,396 voLes or ,2'~o:f ~he total. 

:R'1.l1IOn at\..ribu~,eshifl poor showing to iii. LLcmpL, one w uk before 

t11(1 el ct:;Lon, to oiri\fe N:8blu:> m, or B ~ '< m 5.haka from the Iv st 

]~,(mk hy cii pltching .1 OJ d me-nto his ojf£iC~L 1< hUll(' ,'<) 'S that as 

a result-of th.t> ruili, " T 10, t 5,000 VoLes in a single day,I 

I Tllen\ WilS a bflcklash. I got t!lous,'ilnd' of angry le'tter and phone 

cnlls, H.co~t m@ the electi()l:l."~o In rea.lity, Kahane's failure 

I was ,robobly mute r ult of his nbs DC [rom Israel during 1975, 

which severely ct~)mpT(jll1:ised h1.s identity as an Israeli and removed 

hi01 froln public vi. 'I.', 

Theol' t leal 1)', Ka h h llld hav b c sLrl'ngthcned greatly by 

right·tdng oppo ilion pI11-Ly. Nod r Lcd by Lhn r. ponsib.ility of 

h l~ rll Loric bOUL ollJle>dng th(~ terri to-

BErginmanifes ted his new 1y 

Badat's actions nd powC'rful Am ric n pressure compelled Heginto 

; reach an agr 'Ill nL IdLh Egypt although it Hw.atl:t compromising posi

! tieins on wbich he ~had historically taken a hard line. Whi Ie he 

1 

I il 0 QuotE\d in Rob~rt .·Yr"Ledman. "},;,lhane in Israel", f.!:.-'~(~I~ T ns " 
Summer 1980. pp, ~l;., 22, 
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h1ld all nys indic:Jt.cd hi·' willingn s to return the Sinai, the 

autonomy c:1 U. :'i for the \4~!'.t 13 rik nJ C,nn marked radical div-

erg lice f 001 h' ~j Lr d i L 'on 1 rh Loric. l.1ny 0 f Beg in ., S PFcvlous 

supporL r' OppO d lhe t.re Ly, including full 1/3 of Ljkud Rn 

Set N~llib lTs.tJi1loabst.aiped 01; vot. d agin t. th Lrn, Ly. To U\(\m, 

the. t;.:r~1aty T '1;'-: ~ on ted Ull cxchang 0 f torr i Lory, 0 i.l r 'VC'l)U~S; and 

fornm,r iece of pa~ r. R 11g'OU5 group including Gu h Emunim 

Bnd KIcll 0PPO "('(1 a.ny 1<1:1'\<1 COILe 5 iOn:; on lhe ,grounds that they 

ti , Gull Coli il and 1'loshe Sh-a.mir, to '0 -fcc 1:0 form the right-

wing T hiya (or "'RC'\' '\lJJ") P rty !ld t nd in oppooit.ion to the 

governm nt on the: right. a 1 As stlc.h, the Camp David Accords pro

vided a n~w issue which right-wing groups could expLoit to atttac.t 

the. support of stTangly nJl:iolh Ii. t I r eLLs. 

D~$pi Lil' g ne1'111 shift to dl~ rigi1t :tt,) IST'iifel and the rally

iag point off:e1ted the right byCollOlp Davj:d ,Kahane was still ullabl EO 

to sue . d ,,1 c'toral1y. Tn dUil 1981 B],ectiol1, he InusL red only 

5,128 or .3~~ of the votEIS. ~'vcTal factors aCCOuint :lor Kilhane's 

inability to profit from the ::.ccmingly J0avorablB pol iticalatmos~ 

pher@. The eXiste.nce of the TehiY'il list in 1981,14'h1c11 captured 

thrn{' ~ 'nts, ~ \' rely limilnd K IHlIIC'. vot -gcLtillg pot ntial. 

Tehiya I S territor:tal views mirrored Kahane t s, their primary dif

ferences lying in Kahane's emphasis OIl religi{)l1 while Tehiya 

focused solely on secular security issues. SommhRL surpri ingly, 

Z1	 David Pollock, "Likud in POW(lr", in 1sr 1 in t.he llC' in Er , 
Robert Fr C'dman (ed.), 13altimor: Procgcr. 1982~Pp.28-53.--
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\Ioter aua.lys..Ls illd i t: Lo~ Lit L Teh iya f s vote cam, nbLat the 

expen.s(~ of the, L.ikud, but (rom pt:'cincL. LIILlt we.r~k·pr~vi.o\lslY' 

Nat'ioJ1131 Religions Pert;y st..r~)nghold.. 22 The 'Rr lost or its 

Gr,iental iJnd c~pocial1y ,lorocc~n spli.ntcr ,gxoup wi'enout any dis

cernible ideology. Some o!~ thn~ rcligiou V01.(~rs who wish d to 

(1xpnlSS discon't<mt with t·h,c tr d i lional part-ics, voter::. who WE~re 

pot-eut ialKahl1lH~ Sltppo':cter$.\ barn d j n tead to til' nc~ T .11 j yo arid 

'1:~\HI lists. 

Kah n 's failurQ eiln also b 

taken against him. Know:i:f1S tll L (IllY support of K Ih n _ would be at 

before it, Begin' 5 gov("rnme'llt. vigorous 1y pro ell t dKahane for any 

and all wrongdoing:,;, pal'ticul r1y as the el:¢(~tjon llpproached. 

Prosec.:utOl:S requc~Lc.d themux imum tlH~e y. 'SNit'ncp for Kahane 

i.n C0J1l1f~Gtio11 l\1ith ti riot that he nl1l'.!t .dly inci ted i.n February 

1'179. When the court let: Kuhonc off lightly. Likud Dcfcn$e~linis-

tet EzerWe.izman unilat-erally nX():J;cised. his PQwGrst;.Q control the 

Kach h~<1der. In 1980, hearr!' ted Kahane under ls-rael' s Emergency 

Hefense Hinister for up to six months without: trial or formal 

the. first Jew ever subjected to this so-

called administrative ar.rest, which is normally r s rved for 

sllspect(!d Arab tel~ro.rists, and he spent six months in jail in 

1980. No official explanation .:for th¢ arr st w<!· V 1: offered, 2 3 

22 Pollock, p.34. 

13 Sprinzak, p.lO. 

In-1R?71 



98 

Th:is j;).i:l' term, of COlll"e, htlcfilpercd Ka.baJw's efforLs to atotr,'ct. 

support, and the gov'rnme>nt conti nl1~'d to hind('r him aft 

fr.(!..ed. Duri.ngth(> ·1 ct±on campuJgn. Begin' gOVfHl'lIn tit fUnd· a 

for'utal complaint: w:Lth the C ntra.1 E1E\·,;t ion Committ~c to ol,ltlaw 

}(a.hi~Jl(3 from rumutng, 5(lmC' h'ing tlw 1..1hor govcnllr. ~nt had n'vcr 

Iltt mpt.ed. AlthDu~ht+l-e' C(mtral Elect.ion Committee .ruled Kah~ne 

ineligible, the 1sr' eli Surrcml' Court r vcrs d lh decjs·oll. The 

court:: tlwt !..ucha prohibiti.on compromi -cs Ka!l.31l 's d mocrat.ic 

Precisely 

U10 . am. prace would toke place in 1984. 14 

The Likud I s Arab poLicy ~ berth for Js nlel proper and on t.he West 

Bank, was tougherthall Labor's had bocn, thus aPP(~ilS i ns some who 

f,1lvoredpoUclcs TO. mbling )\8:118ne' $. Begin's fir t ad\;isor on 

Arab tlffairs resigrrl(~,d in 1979 wh~~n tus nH,;.omm~mdat:i:ons to mEHtt 

then Hiuister of Agticultun;, fir. t rcfl 'ct d thu drift of Liklld's 

Arab policy in August 1977. \\-then he referred t.o Arabs as "fQt 19n

ers whose theft; of IHltio.nal land by meiUlS of squattingnnd bui.ld

lng on disput<-~d plots tli'oul d s.oon be Stoppr,\d. If 2.6 III 1978, as part 

of this plan, Likud officials b g n op nly spcakj,ng of tbu c rn

" . , en are.l (j}f teTt1£1.c symbo 1ie 

import for Zionists,whcr'¢ the high Arab birth rate had resulted 

14 Sprinzak, p.14. 

2 sIan LusUck, "Israel' 5 Arab Minority Under B'gin", i 
EhE\ .!!-..:g}ll Er:E Rob rt Fr cl.nclan (ed.) Baltimor : Pr 
1982, p.125. 

H T.nstick, p.126. 
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Furth rm r. 13 gin ,authorized 

tougher policic to cutb Pal'sLinian notional ism \>1 i ch 1"11 becorn-

Under f3e,gin 7 I. rl1(d 

imposed pIJnishlll nL curlew' in Ar b tOW118 and pe.riod:i;cal1y shut 

dO\'m Arab uni.v(tl~$iti(l$ on th~ W~st. Bank in response t.O anti-lsra(~l 

unrc~t there. 'th spjralHng cycle. of violtH1Ce. cHlnoxnd in the 

deportation of the pro-PLO Arab fllAYOt'S of H bronc11d Balhul in Nay 

1980 as part of B()gin I $ "j ron fisf lt poU.cy on. the West n nk. 2 7 By 

combining IS tron cLiQU, Be in,1.1111:ike 

Labor. S,Jtisfi d hl~ile1.i$ who favored 6l h rd lin(~ Arab policy and 

mi.ght llave oth rwi H turn d 'to KahanfL 

PI final frlctor which may have. 8.ccount'd fot' R.ahane. I s poor she w~ 

:Lng in 1981 :i.~; worthy of ment.ion < Begin's poliei. '1;> just prior to 

the olection were 'target. d to attract the votes of the same 10wer

! class Ch:.it'Tltal Je.;::; wh.o comprise the majority of RaIl llO'S support-

I ors, Begin 1 s Ninist r of Fin;nlce,Yoram Aridor, dra.'ticall y cut 

import tariffs and tllX '!> immediately before th€~ election, makingI 
I preViously un13ffordablo itemb, suc.h as CQlort«)levisions and video 
f 

cassette recorders, available to lower income Israelis. Poor 

Orienta Is" who had dotled in pl~otest against the Labor govern.ment, 

now found themse1v's enjoying a higher standar-dof Hving. Ari

of economic t~.lectioneeting. 'but they stlccciloded in gaining the 

support of tlw lower socioeconomic classes for: Begin. As one 

observer wrote: 

27 Lustick, p.139. 

l!l-lR?71 



f 
I 

,.,,", 

H)O 

It 1::; dj((iclIlt (for l.~bo);: .",,- ~LL.)(;,o per und 11 

(decLorc)L , {llld P t"Lic.ularlY the loS$ sophisti.cated 
s ctars of ll, th t th. ecotl;ol1ric slt'll,jttion is os b<Jd 
as :it 1'00.11)' i. \<,111 rt s lories an~ hnkcd to e cost <>f 
Living itld x ami when (J propi.ti01J$Cut in 1u11(I,JrY taxes 
8 Uowed the voters La buy uch nager 1y ougbt item. as 
color t 1mds'on Set' <lnd tllltomobilcs at 'barg£l·n' 
prices shortly beEor th election. 28 

In� addition, Begill's d ision a bamIJ L1J(! Iluel ilr rector in Iraq 

support-ers. Thn raicl occllrr d <Hl J1;ll1e 9, 1981 with 010.C:tioll 

slated for June 3D. 

inspired by a genujsl(~ :h~ax at lrltqi nuclear .c pflbJJi·ti's. Nevcr

Cons<'qlLf'"nt 1y it is not 

surprising that,flven with theh new opposition on the right, tbe 

Likud cQutinuNl to ot:t:ract. an incToa5ing proportion of the O:cieil1~ 

tal vote, {j tr\H(d th'1t had Dr-glln before 1973. In 1981 60~£ of 

Oriental vot'f5 CJst their ballot. for Begin. 11 

The combinNI result. of all lhe~e factors t.1QS that K61h<111e d:id 

not share in the poLLtical prosperity enjoyed by Israel's right in 

the Late 1970's and cady 1980's. Public opinion 'polls show that 

since. 1973, an incr .. ing proportion of Israe,Hs idalltify them

selves as I1r ightists" politically. In 1973, 23?(, called th m:.(dves 

rightists; in 1977, 2H u ; in 1981, 32%; and by 1984, for r a ons We 

will see blillow, 39% of ~all IsrfH~lis consider d them Ivcs righ~ 

tists. 3 C Even so, during tho e years of obscurity the gl'oundwotk 

was lClid for Kahane's sucC("S, and he nJl'rely bad to 8\1,'clit a more 

ZS AronoH. ».96. 

Z9 Yisha,i, p.89. 

30� Asher AriLln, Poli!::.l...s? ill h,ri?l, Chaltham, N.J.: Cllclth m 
House, 1985, p.251. 
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favorable cOIl$telhl'tion of historical contitlgcnci Soon fcr 

Likud's ri'-~,elect.ibn in 1981, the tide began to tllrjj 1t1Kahflne's 

f<1\1or. 

The IJehdnon War, commencing in Septetnl>er 1982, tdggcrcd 

Unlike all pxcvi6u \.;:'1 r, which 

unified Israelis' of all political orientations, th w r in r. 'b nOn 

ttHrC the nation ~j;piil:rt.. The war in Lebanon polarized nd radical

ized Isrfleli'pollcic., crcnting tin atmosph.r i/l which Kahane 

conl{f tnriV(L '~Iore, C".>:plicitly than at any other Lim l,;jllce the 

founding of the stnte, both th(l left find right in Isr" ceo cd 

the otlHn: of betn1ying society's best: l,lyte.r t. for pohtic'al 

gain. Politicol groups on tho left claimed that ]~ikud 11 d :--quan

d01'l!\d Israe.l's hUtl1an Hn<leconomic resource ill pursuit of overly 

ambitious goals in Lflbanon. Likud countered by charging that the 

WilT, though cost.ly, '"as necessary t,o protect vital nati01HJ.l intcr

(~SU!, und Lli t Ll'OSI' \.'110 sought to discredit tlH? war effort w\u-e 

guilty of betraying th~ nat:ion in favor of narrowpoliticttlgoa1s. 

i'he contrtl\rer~_ over tll' w r xIJcmrbated Or iE}1Jttll~Europ an t n

sions as We} J. Or:i(}ntals saw the LdJanon i.;'ar as "their war"; 

at acks on predominant 1y Ori(mtal towns in the North triggered th(~ 

war, many of the military heroes and casualties were Oriental, and 

a higher percentage of army offiC(HS wexe. Oriental than ever 

befol:!a. The protests ngainst the war were led d11d participa.ted in 

alR~.t 'xclusively by Ewropeans,s fact which enragod Orientals. 

Th debate about tho war was highly ~)mot iona 1, and spred to 

more. ~ neral issnes such as the disposition of the territories, 
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flJing to :violence (I:; ',.1hon Peace. Nowac'tivist 

to distr.ust their lrnditional 1 Iltlers. and b c m mar xtrom in 

t:heiJ" pol:itica]vim~s, The 1984 elecLi on demon lr t'd the pow r 

of this polarize.tion when I.ik,~d and Labor 10 t: t n s l. bet ' n 

tht)m, largely to p,1rlic ""iLh le's moderate V.i!~~'5 .- including 

Knch. 

i.' 13 s Ldc$ the poJ.<1tr iztltion o:fopinion, the war in Lp.bl.lllon h d 

other .co b qUCl1Co.S whic-;h s'tr'f.lngthen d Kahane. P rhaps mo~t obvi

ous ",'as the ret;iT.!'m nt of ~erlachem B gin.' Bl'gin abruptly s·t;eppe.d 

d(Jwn from office in S ptcmb('r 1CJ83 lid has r 1M ined SGc1udcd from 

the pub lic eye ever s :Luce.. Accord i ng to KahClnc, this was the 

s.i.ngl(~ t:llOSt i11fltH!nt:ial factor (:ontrihuting to his election ten 

months latl~r. lis he t.o Id me in Harch 1985.. "Once Begin ret ired, I 

knew 1 would \dn. Before that I had no dllll1<..t·. till Though KJh<'J.ne 
1 ' 

lacks B.f:'gin's br'l)dth of pp 1. and n gin's vim.! axe far more 

mod r:] tc, Lhur is C 1;1::8.il1 val tdi y to K h n ':; ssessment.. 

B.gill. for till ili. m SO,lI ry. ocLwllly ct d 11~ II constraint 

stf.U,mch. commitm nt to <.I moe rat i<: proto '01. He w :s wont to le.cture 

laborious ly about tho importance of Eurul' on l'orliam'nt ry tradi

t.ion. Norcover, BC'gin had .ttl unsur-pa~ d tal C'nt among Israeli 

politicians for inspiring crowds. and he was greatly admired by 

young and poor Uri 'otto! 1 J \"'. 13cgin 'xllded confidence that he had 

t:hesolutions to 1st' lIs toughc t prohl m. To a certain extent, 

3 1 ~leir Kabane; per onal interview, Harch 1985,
 

J 2 Wh.en 1 ask d why R bone haL b ~:Ollle popular. the most common
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Kaho:nlt CO'J'lV Y t.h im gPo 4+ . For· thos(~' 'f'ru trilted . voters 

5 eking f.i~trong m n Lo id nU ry with in pla<:-l» 'of B gill, K4.hane 

offer.d an a tractive- op·tiou. f:leoc ion L, t1 tics b Or mlt this 

claim. II lIoch SOl i th' ,reported in a J{'ru~ 1~m Pos arLiel cn'ti
~ 

tIed, "DisgrunLI,d S 'phardJm P1lt 1Zahane in :l\n . seL", that R'l.h.a:ne's 

stro.ng _t ~\lP Ol·t ·c mt' from pre-domi.nantly Oriental atc<' such as 

dcv~~lopmunL t.ol.o.·n ;. C):):;i;.enLaJmoisba ilfl(tlgricu1t:urQl collective ), 

and the pnor pre' 'nets of lar.g<' citt . ,all tra,diti,onal Likud 

strongholds. q \vliil 1-:,1h 11.' rc.ccive<J 1 ;·3~ of Lhr> 0\.1 vote in 

1984, in the ar{)(ls. me.ntion d lbovc he. n~ce:i.ved appl"oxima ly 3·~. 

Thns, i.t. s' m::. II t wlien Ikgjn n:' ired, ·Kahane inhcrfted :a small 

lAs the Lebane. c. mp ign conUnued,IHI,d laxg ly b c li.eit did, 

Israel faced tl drastic {~COnolll.ic crisis. By 18tH 1'983., ;(.he :infla

ti.oni3J:Y po1icie~ pllrgu"d bytihe Lik\1o c light IIp tdth tht~m. Ari

: ;~	 dor's pre-eJ.ecti.on polici co II-rich Isra~Ji popu ce 

which, in turn, trigg red a madly exaggerllL d lock 11'lCl.rket boom. 

During, 19S2, sto k price: multiplied ~Hwe.r;Hltim S .• and in 1983, 

the market. collapsed. lwill. Lril11 ~Locks were the.... first ·t.o fall, 

followed by the, widely popular bank shar. s. In orderto5taV(~ off 

disaster, the bIlks Jmported no.arly one billion dollars from their 

foreign subsidiari.es w·hich they used to buy. IIp their own s o(~k and 
---_..._--------

BnSt\lCr Israel is fav{' me (in my limited and not at all random 
sample) was "he llll:- ill gin's char isma" Or "he e.x·cit~s th.e crowd 
like B(~gin did". lhssatisfie;d or angry lsr(JIaHs at times use 
Kahanp.'s nd Begin' nmes similarly to symbolizl~ llggr _ iv\~ 
solutions. For {'x mple. striking civil ser ants could be h~ rd 
in Jerusalem in July 1985 chanting l'Bcgin! Begin!" nd m9me.nts' 
later "Kahan-e! Kahane!". 

33 ~~lll-!!! E.I?.;...~, July ::!4. 1<)84, p.l. 
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preve.nt a panic, and AridoT fC, jgllnd amidst 

In	 1984, as tho election approach ·tI, L r 1 suffer d homa· 400 

p(~rcent inf iation rate, ,'lin enor.U10U$ foreign de-bt, Ilnd climbing 

'Urj(~mployt11ent rate. Both L bar illtl'<ltikud :recogniz d ,nd ad,rr.iLt d 

that drllstic anste:rity InNISur s t;J~)l~ldbe requirc:d to rectify tho 

situation, andt,;het prosp 'ct on].,!' added to the fJ:ustriJit:Lr:m tUf,tt: 

bolstered Kilhane. 

Isra(d' s prob1J~ms w:Lttr, thE' Attmhsundcr Ii r "~ontrol provtcle.d 

I 

independent source of IsraeLi frustraticrn. Dtlring 1'}83 and 1984 

Arab t,:rrorisl1J against civilians cOIlLirnH~d, including one l'Hlcticu

lar 1y brutal rapH/murder of 15 yel1r old Danny Katz:, which infuri 

ated Israelis and fuo] d }<ahelle's popularity. Some Israelis felt 

SC<'lHld and accused th(il govern.me.nt of providiJig 1n dCquUL' prot: c

tion, esrH!c;jally OJl the \ve:;L Bank. As one !1(}brew Uni,vEOlrsity pro-

I fessor, B resident of the West Bank, told me: 

In terms of daily 1He., it is tllllch war. e than before. 
The Ar:ibs hl1v0> become even more Violent, and the citi 
zens .in the tr..rr.itories are scar d. And though 1 
dbhor Kallam}' s st.'1rlCe. 1 understand why it is attrac
tive t.O someone ,,,ho i~ angry and sc'dxed. Kaha:l'l,e sug
gests a virulent and abrasive answer. He points in a 
direction that h8 not yet bCl;}t1 tried. IT says what 
many Israelis think but \.;on I t say. Th~ Ilver go guy in 
the street, eSf)ecially in the West Hank, probably 
thinks \.;e should have gotten rid of the Arabs in 
1967.3& 

34	 G~)rshom Schocken, "Israel in Election Ye.ar 1984", in For i 'n 
Affl!lr!i!. vo1.6:3 no, 1, Auturnu 1984, p.79. 

3 s	 ~10rdecbai NisfU1, per-sour.!1 interview, July 1985, 
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ext s nee' of a J wish t:erl'orist gr.O:llp opafting in lh We. t 

frustra.t d JI'w'Lsh s ttlers. Ivhf"n he so-c3Il.d "Jewish lJnd(;~r-

ground" was discov red in 1984 many lsraeliswQre shocked, but 

tharm W<3 also tl'nUnOrlllQUS outpouring of upport, ] argcly by 

ribh -leaning I r,.Lis'who saw the underground's actions ,1S a 

tine ·time of 'the arr <:t. Yitzhak· Sbtllll\r, 'has cotlsistl'lntly re,ferred 

to' t:hc.lJ1~dersroutld as good boy,. who m'dn il mist. k 
.~ 

, and £lctively 

SUppOrL LII ir re] :1. 

TIllis, 5 lll. eLiOH. pprodch d in 1984, Kahane found bims-elf 

in a, more I3dv:u-ntalwon,' POb i Lion Lh never bo.fore. PoLit ieal rhet

oric "las .1 . s n~:strained dS a result of t,II Lebanon War, and pub

1. Ie (~()nfJ.dm:tce ill maitlstream partie.s ",'as at i:l new low, Begin's 

retir'mont left Kah' nn I ~ d'mllgoguery unriw'll1ed in the Israeli 

environment. . Terrible e-conom i c condi.t-i,ons"" with bI eak future 

prospec,ts, fmCour:J .d some J'racH to look fox,a radical, sirnpl(~ 

solution to rcploc Lll(', \l.'l('ricy ('vcryool' pn~djcL( d. Arab polit 

ii~tzat·.on' fwd rradico'Jizatio:n was frightclling. and K h,ne'5 hlHd 

rh.etor iG8 1. -1 inl?! at 1 'ns t offered tl way t<> ov~~rCOme that fe IT. 

Moreover, by 1984 Kahlln had lived ,in Israel for 1.3 years and was 

finally startirig t'o be accept d 01 a l(~gitimate Israeli, an image 

he had long tried to f'05 t r. 17 As the. righ t b~r.am r d i a 1 i7. d 

3G	 J rusalcm Po~L July 26, 1985, p.2. 

3.1	 Kahane admits thilt he avoi ds bing s en with Am r;cnn in 
Israel as much: pos Ib c. If 150 preC r nativ T'raelis to 
American .. horn J:'-r ·1 b [or hi:; Rnc·s.t 1:1.. t. v n if Lhey are 
not w.ell known. 
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JI, 

du:rLng Liku(J', rcgim, nd groups .'ueh A T Idyll beg n taking an 

eVen harder linQ), "'all no could be perceived ros an !'totlest t)olHi~ 

cian who had stl!l(~kto his righL-wing positions for mo:r.,e tllJ.l1l a 

K hane 's statejlleWL~ r d signed to xploit such an atmosjphere., 

He wn, tOL;111y nn quivocal ah011L the Arab prbbl m, arguing that 

bkpulsioll w1l:;t.!lc impl· nwer' to l~)':rllliea.IS cOJnple.x economic and 

se-curityproble.m". or cour~', 8 :;jmp te anSWBr 'WilS mo~reatt:ractiv\ 

to	 the vot(:r 'h(~targctl'd. Tn 

with a lurid story of Arabs killing til Hi year-old Baldj 'r, Kllhane' 

con t :Lnut:.:'l : 

Is this what we S l rugg led for'? Is this whdt we prayed 
for·? Is this \.:h Lt.' waitod 2CfOO ye. rs for? This 
spe.l1s th(} end of Zionism. we mu. t dOH 1 with Lh 
Arabs! Th(~y aro a cancer among us which must h' cut. 
out and thl:own away. I speak with boys just out of 
th(~ army who hov.(! no job. No job!! '! There are. Jobs!-! 
Arabs lILwo jobs!! Lc't the Arabs work ~ - in Kuwait 1 ! 
Arabs com(' to \<,IOrk .in Israel every day bur. lS'~ you can 
hire t\~O ,1hab~ for Lhe price of one Jew. And with the 
money th(}yclIrn lh .yuan afford eight children, t(Ul 
children .Whl1:t will happen when these children grow 
up?' We; don't n<'. d <l moe-racy, \o,'f'. need strength! TheTe 
15 only one so1u cion: the Arab' mu:,,; go!! 39 

Kahane milY vary hi.s wordi.ng according to the religios ity of the 

audience, but 11 message is consistent and clear: Israel has no 

choice but to xp 1 the Arabs, 

Kahane's proposal to ('xpeJ the Arilbs oHers a simple an_wer to 

Israel's immediate economic. and security problems. Hor over, 

Kahane argues, it provide:. the only answer to Israel's demogropJlic 

a9	 As such he ,<iT S bl(~ to harvest somc of the j .Lngoi t s n L in'l nt 
whipp(~d up during the Lebanon \,1a r by Sharon and Eiton, spe
cially sine noi Lh r of them headed a party list. 

39	 Kah8110, public sp ch, J('ru al,...m, July 198.5, 
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problem. While '15tiltistjcs vory on Lh issue, there .~ ogre ment 

tl1(lt the overa] 1 Ar 11.> population is ~rowing [lI~Lor. III s tlte rtl 

logical re. ul t iStll1 'V<,r inerQI3 ingproporticxn of Arabs in 

Israel. 1\. ell irmoll,<}:tthe Israeli Political c ne, A!'.·ociation, 

ProfessoJ: Gubd'1 £len Dor aid ill July IIJR!i;' 

Tf pre. 'lit trend... oontinue,th rwiLl .be 20.Arab 
mernb r of KOl?ss('t by 19'99, it development .,~~hJch m 
fore' u::; to chEw' L1w rllles of ]sr li olHi.c.. ;.. ' 
-:-Tli:- r ~ is hug r~rvo i-;:- offuture Arab vol: :,rB due 
to their highcl: 'birlh ral0. n.d low,et m ili n gn. ,W'e 
are witn·,,;~i.ng tll begillning of a proC.ss in \ hieh the 
Isra01;1. i\r.b· \.:ill to che limits of lb I r .1;L 
democratic system.l!O 

Ben Dor.' s Hstimatt15. mon...over, are based on the assumpt:ion that 

Jsr<'lel will not choose to absorb the occupied terri.tori.(~s wit;}) 

their additional 1.2 ut.Ulion Arabs. Since antwxillg tlH) terri.to~ 

ries is a given for anyone voting for Kahane, a more drastic pro

jection \vQuId be more accurate for them. 

Dospito the shock expf('!'i~ed by many Israel .is, in 1:ight of the 

developments traced trbove, it is lUlrdly surprisiIlg tha.t the modest 

yet significant sum of 25,907 Israelis voted for Kahane in July 

1984. The 1984 vote displ,'3yed the pol,Jrtzattcm dn::;cribed "bove, 

and especially a shift of pre.vions Likud voters further to the 

ri.ght. Likud lost seven seats in 1984 but not to Lubor (which 

[,1130 lost thrC'c). TdliyLl gained two, the combined Zionist re.lig~ 

ious p<'l:rt :Los (NR Shas, and Horasha) gained four, and Kahane 

40	 Gabriel 13e:n Dor, tip 'cah to Hebrew tJnive:c:> iLy Conference on 
Hulti-Ethnic Societies, Jerus8h~m, July 2, I I 8S. ( mph lsis 
mine) . 
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gained one. Kahane's support and Tchtyals IlS W 11 c m' l<:1r t Iy 

hom young find Od ntal voters." 1 If the mil itary vot h d b en 

projectec1Qv'€lr 1.;11' n.t-ire. population (the mi1;Ltary includ S iJlmost 
/

/
fill young ISl'i'leH voters: m,n lIgNJ 18-20 and womonaged 18-19)' 

Tohiya would h£tV@ received [ourl(~cn ts tnst:0.adof fi v nnd 

Kahau(\ threo insL( cit! of one. 42 

Tln,l$, it ~ 'cms thCl't dIll young, histo:ric:al1y an ac(:urate polit:i 

eol ..barometo17, have shifted to tho right ill Isnaclov n more t.han 

th€£ older sectors' of tEHJl population. 

0xpla.ilH'd by the inCH'd. :Lng Orient(Jlizd:tion oj: ·thn }ectorate, 

lilSpccil11ly it;syoung r .1~C.tO:rs. By 1984, Orientals, who tend to 

be ntorC' right-lean:tng, cQflIprised S5~~ of the Israeli population, 

Their voting pow'er can be expected to rise still further since 

53.7% 0'£ the Oriental population is stU 1 too young to vote, C01l1

pared to only 35.8% for Jews of European origins." 3 

Kahane 1 s popularity, at least accOl;ding to opinion polls, 11<.\8 

increased stctldi 1y since July 19S4. 

pc)l] proj(\ct(~d five seats for Ki1hanH, 44 Ace-oT'ding'to i3 Sept 'mbor 

l)'U{S poll, Kahane would have won n111<.', or ten Sf'.<1ts if elt)cL ions 

had bncn held then, I S rloreover, dcconHng to pollster M(' nllh 

Tsnmnch; 'more than 40~;' of Israeli 11'1gh sc.hool students sympat'hize 

4:Z Schocken, p. 89. 

4 J Ar ian, p. 24. 

IS Jcrus"I;..1.~l!! !:.23i..~, September 7,1985, p.14.
 

4G }lll'ariv \.;eekly Olagazine 8~ct:lon, June Zg, 1985, p. 10.
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election a a; fluk·e. 

The statistics collectHdby tlH,se ()pinJe)U polls, thou h ignif

icant, Ulay not IilCCUf,t 1y reflm;;t Kahane's true electoral poLen" 

tial..Sj"lC· <the cl' 'Lion, Knneull11 has not st.opped campaigning. 

Th;is 0 ft·t)n 

in the.i:l L rIlOOIl. Sitwo no' other p rty has heen campidgning S lnce 

the ciloctiol), it is not surpris ing th,t Kil:hanc has galnf.l;(i, 111 th.:e 

polls :[(~1a.tiv0 t:o other p rtics. \11:1 on the h rot election 

appn)tich's r iVfl] par:t;!;es will e.xpatid their publi.c CxpO$ure and 

draw suppor.t away from K'i}hDnc. As lOllg (l!i Kahan(~ I s positions are 

unC()Jtt{~sted on a day to <1,ily basis, It i s populnrity \.ji11 remain at 

exnggerllLud levul·. Evon mon, ba.si.cally, te.lling a pollster dlat 

one int.ends to vote for .Kahan is not cqu ivalent tOilctua 11y doing 

80. PI (oit:iz·eu mn.y say ,he would Vat (or K hUll to ()xpr )~:-i d:l5G011

tent or cyrticism, but actually cast his ballot for a more. mod rate 

part:y. Also, th r i. a pnwlllen:t opinion. Ilmong Israelis that 

having Kahantt in theKn set. provides a health:y ha1.ance against 

the ext:rem\~ left-wing and Arahm rob rs. Kahane t. l.1.8cks on the 

Jeft ar-e by far the !!lost popular porti.ons of his 'pe ch s. On6 

line that invariably drws laughter it;, "Yossi Sarid (8 1e.ft-wing 

Knesset Hember - - S. L.) that dog t It.:: is too bad he is J~Mish!" 

(The impUcatJ.on is thax J\alHlnc cO'1Jld not expel him becQ.u c he is 

1()-lR?71 



-- ---- - - -- - - ---,~---~--- --- - ~ .._- .. -.,.~ -~. - 

no 

Jewish. ) People whQhold chis v.Lt~W may be 1'1 ppy to s e 1\ ll(lll 

witb 011n lH'.:tt, Jnd may cv n ten $. pollste~ that they support him, 

but it niruain.s ql\('$tiOlllllJlc ",llcLh'r or not they would really vote 

for him. 

Ev<in jf the stati.st;it:s'·'Cit d ov r'slim,JtK h nets popularity" 

it is not 5nrprisiug that his snpporthas ;grown sine ht.s 

ol<,"ction. The promi nene; 11(' n.loys simply tly being aKncss~t 

~1embecT lends Kauri];t€', algi LimJcy \.;ldch was previol,l 1)' ~tn ViJilfJ;bl(~ 

to him, IsrHol:is who Oglj(j\!i:l, with Ka:h n I:, ide s n~0.d no b emu;t~ 

rll~::>tW to admi tiL no\-,' that l:hosn idea's are connected to [(no set 

new position has notos<:,lpnd Kah nols attention. He eRcourli 'es 

his follo,,'ers to refElT to him as "rlember of K)le~set, Rabbi t1eir 

Kahane" \,rhcn spouking about: him in public, and all of his prQpa:~ 

gnnd<i pamphlets uset.hat: titl<l. FU1:tbermore, Kahc.IIle's elect,ion is 

perhaps the best: \';iilyto convince potential supporters that he is a 

viable leader Ilnd that their support will not be. wast d. If peo~ 

pIe beUav() that Knhane or any ot,h~1r candidl1tr~ is illc(lpahle of 

8ttracting enough vot:(~s to se.cure, a sen.t, tl1(~ywil1 Ii 'ltate to 

vote for him cv n if hey ugr c with his platfortlL 

Kahane t s grm"ing popularity is 'also a resulto£ the structure 

of the so-called unity governm(M'lt. Afte:rthe )984 election n01

th r Labor nor Likud hfJdcnough seats to form a rulitLg coalition 

in the Knnsset, so the unitygovern,m nt was form d in which both 

Labor and Likud arc coalition fHlrtners with a rotating prim(~ min

istEJTShip. Likud's participation in a Peres-J d govnrnm nt pre-
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dudl's it froOl it:" l.raditiQ\1:al :role of {>pposingLabor policy. I\s 

a rcslJlt .• I.ikucJ mny Jose ~;upport 011 tho right side of the politi 

cal sp ctrum in Lh· . (k' of those who view any coalition with 

Labor as ideologically in x usnlJle. }jornov(u~, since Likud h1s 11 

stake in the surv.:itval of the C()J lit ion untiJ Shami r becomes prime 

minister. thQSO in the Shillnir camp of the I,ikud are 1 55 stridHnt 

in voicillg disconl. nt thilIl they oth,~nd:$e WOJ;lld be. Likl.ld h s 

b(~enJ')Ut in tbe difficult POSitit>11 of trying t() please its sup

port.ers by criticizing· 1.. bor but guarding og in:;t a rift which 

would cause netv	 tl1ections before its turn (;001 '$ to lead the gov· 

I E!rI1lMHlt. Xn addition, LikiJd h8$ r.H:HHl plagued by internal sniping 
·... 1 

I	 and factionlll i m, ~i.IIC() Likud challengers Ariel Sharon and David 

,	 Levy would pnd:e,r to hold n W 0.1(\ction5 than to allow Shamir to 

hec()H\e Prime Hinister aguin, Heanw.hile, the parti ..' to thE' righ't 

of Likud have been strengthened by th(~ unit,y governmE\tit. Not only 

do they monor~lizB tbe rolc of criticizing the Labor regime, they 

h(!lve also inhEnited the support of those fonner Likud supporters 

for whom a coalition ~,,:Lth l~abor is ,9.nathema. 

Iron iC6111y, the mud ia ban ngains t Kahane, des cri bed in chapter 

one, may aetually contribute to his suppart, Since KahJne is not: 

quot:ed in nmol~rnpers and cannot appear on te.levision. he is able 

to tailor hi:; comments to f'iteach fiud:! enee wit.hout fearing thtlt 

thes hnv<1 heard him say som thing dIff rent on television. Kahane 

is a mi'1stA.~r of political choreography and is suce: :,s (ul in leaving 

a.l.ldioncn with a c61refully engllH3er(~d picture of hilll. His content 

nev r changes, hut hi mpllBsis do When speaking to religious 
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audiences, he selccU v' ly quat. ,Lh r U lou" sources which sup-

por~t hie vi(;''''$. For instance., to a larg 1y religious (J'udienc(). in 

Ti,e Edlltation 11 illisLry dl".clar~dthis yetir the year of 
the Rambtlm (tl famous Jeldsh scholar - - S. L. ) . Let I s 
hear wJwL Lh' Rambi.ll/l f1i1dto say fj)oout the. goyim in 
Israel. H djf rClitillt d b(·t\o.'N'1I oyirn who waHt to 
live isl peace' with you nd oUIl~r goyim. About the 
latLliH~ th~\re is no dOUbt that -he' a rc to be ('xp'e.lled. 
Abol1,tth@ fOJiluc;t be S8y~: tax S od slave:ry. Taxe~ 

and s 1.1VOTy?!! whiit ill au t· qual r i gh ts '! ! !4 7 

igious ro£o'r 

him prim dly a l1cxtrcltle nationalist. Though 

both r0.ligious and s(;'.cula,t lsr<lcli~ kllow wl,,9t Kohane stand fOl:; 

\4ith the llledia bau, Israelis C,1lltlOt know thQ.t he ult r~ hi::> com

ments t.Q suit his aDdi 'ne u1I1. s they make the effort to hear him 

address sev .ra1 groups, 

P<uhaps the fIlost obvious source of Kahane t s grmvJng popu larity 

since tb~ olectio.11 is tho slew of Ard.b terrorist incidents commit

tedagflinst lsnudis. 4 B Kah ne'. att mpt to exploit each attack by 

speaking in the hometown of the victim. Recent restrictions on 

his par liarnentary j;rnmtl~lity, IlS discussed i.1l chapter t\.JQ, have 

const:ral11('n K hane from doing this as much as he would 1. ike. \vhen 

he does speak, he untrbash dly st:trs up anti-Arab sentiment by 

play ingon the cHiZ¢ns I anger at the n~¢ent killing. When two 

teachers from !\[llla wer kill.d during the summer of 1985, 

Kahane I S speechl':> neftrby dUTJJ1:g tht~ following week helped produce 

an atmosphere in which gangs of Jewish youths roamed the stre ts 

.1	 Kahane, publi-c speech, J~r1J 810m, july 1985. 

4B	 Ttl 19-85 l thwr:1il h vc bCl'n more than twicH the rJurnber of fatal 
terrorist (ltt cks in 1srue1 th:m in 1984. 
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s'archlng for Ar.1b~. Kahan(~ I S benefit from such i.ncidents l
' .,c ' 

based pritlladJyon r'w <1nl~ct:, fmd thH1'cfon!, may he short-liv'od. 

Still, there. clirn b· no duubt that DCl. of Arab terrorism bave 

contr ibut.ed to Ktlh n s growing prominence. 

Thus, in this II pt r we' have traced Kahane' s political d< ve1

opm~mt in lsra;(~l h·om 1971 until 1985. By d<di.beratcly focusing 

oncontin '(mt histod.Clll ('v~'nts, we SllW wby K heme. fOU);lq it. so 

d.ifficllit t.o attract much Support tmtil B gin r. Lir,d and the 

Lebarl;QJl War d~;. troy.d 1. r li unity and political c.()/lsensus. Only 

then was Kahana able to fully tapitalizc on the general swing to 

the right. among Israe.lis. We. t.unl 11010,1, in the sixth chapter, to 

fundamental structural sons why Israeli politics HrB such fer

tile grounds for ('xtl:cwi~nt and se.ek to explain t~hy that f(~rLile 

ground took so long to b.ar frUit. 
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Chapter VI 

MclR KAHA'Nl; AN'D ISRAELI POLITICAL STAB1LlTY 

In chapt. r ['ve, Iv c.:on:illlt{)d the b:i.storical record of 151"<le1 

and success '5 si-nce he madeto xjJlain Robhi K hane' 5 fai 1ur 

131~!;)h to 1971. Wllile no'l.: providing th cntirc~ al~ w r, historical 

contingendes go (~r ttl explaining both Kahane', relative ObSCl,l

dt.y from 15J71tlRtil 1984 ami his recent btlr~t or popularity. In 

this chapt r, to,'C fOCll. our liltcntion on Israel's political and 

social structure tC) dotermine whether lh '':1 pr mot.. or d i. courdge 

Kc\hane's brand of extne;1miSllL What we find is t!:lelt Israel's polt t

iC':l} , economic, and sociological f'nturc~ all worked LO 'Kahane's 

This structural .3,nd1y is ..advantage as 011 f:lJ1ti ~Anlb ('xtrmnist. 

whon combined with our preVious histodcal i.nvestigation, should 

, dispel any do'ubts (lbout. Kahane's ability to get ele.cted. Accor.d

'1 
I. , ing to politi<:al sciemtists who treat thr,\ SUbjf\ct of poLLticaJ 

extremislU and its causes, a country could not be tllUCfl more suscep-

In fact, the trulyt ibleto ant i -a li en ()xtremism than I srae1, 

challeng.ing question is not why Kahane was elf)cted in 1984, but 

rather ,I wby sout im(!lIlt;\ such 11$ his have not sU-Gcee.uc<;! 'pol it i cally 

before? fA close scrutiny of Israeli political history reveals 

that organi/;ed extl~emist movements aTe rare. NOTeove.r.. those 

xtremist elements that do exist have been, for the most part, 

Oriental ]ftftist groups t:hcrt focus on il1t.egrating into society 

• H4 -
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rather thaD.changinr, it.
 

type -whieh Is r li poJ j t i CD 1 and soelal strllcture }'H;:omot most
 

s.trqngJy, is not jU t r n~ il L r c-1i history. it is,noncxistcnt.
 

subtle yt't pOlY rflll lllflu(~IlCtl. oi:/! POlitical culture to xplain it. 

contairl h ·r.:ctofoT(;~i.nvicj,18bJe t.aboo. og inst cxpr ':illg anti~ 

d IUoeratic xtr Il1jsm in public.lilnl" SonlC-otle from' outs;L!it'l the 

th01-> e' taboos. By do illg S0, he po' provocl1l.':iv' challenge Lo 

TsrilC"' 1is, forcing thtMtI 'to confront: the inesc pJble 'question of 

Whether: lsrtl;el can be both Jewish <11'1,(i democ:nltic. ')'0 some extent 

contradictions and/or ttWS ions urc built into the fotlndatio s of 

most IllQdern nation states. IWV ·rth·1 • , provid d that prosperity 

or COIl 'n.,us doc not brook dOIo,'ll, poLitical harmO'il)' tilill C0uIlter~ 

IHll ance strife. But the pot III i 11 contrlld lcl-ory go ls of the 

along which mi'l.Jar (',ll'Lhqu k,~ muy orupt:. ~i.ncnshared v8,hws hewn 

been rcsponstb:le or pr S rving 1 'ra l's c.1e.moc:ra,tic order aiust 

threats inbel~eht, in its structure,! :8 disintegratio.fJ of thoSQ vaJ

uns could be tantamolmt t.o the. disintegr Lion of Israeli d mocracy 

in general. Perhaps this is the very ( ar which inspires the 

Israeli st blishm nt's obsessive' r action to Kahane that we. noted 

in, chapter two. 
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Thec·Lrc.misL lIir oL in ll'rl1('l 1101.. OIonolH.:hJc in odgin; it 

aI i c - (rom CO ll.om i c, :>oc i 01 ~i(Hlil ,"and pol;Ltfcfll $.ONxcr;1;S. \1 i thin 

the politic 1 :opll r~, Tsr<l.l's proporeioiluI r pr l'(wltatiem system 

is perhaps . th m st obvloll~ ourell of pO Len.;tial xtrcmism. In 

Isra.el, any p rLy rC'c'iving n~ of Lhl_ voL captures a KII s~· t.. s nt;' 

For xilJtlple, in 198·4, a 

partyneed,(!:d 1..0 <lLLr<lct only about 20,000 VOL ~1;o qualify one of 

its III mbers fOl' Kne s t, 1'1 t :"k whJchis' sp cial1)t easy sincet1tice 

country I s sino 11 s i ~, n 1'1 to;." cc nd ida t:. s acces tone r1y very 

voter. Thnr .su 1t. 0::> 1'1' ('xpe:ct from proparl ional representation, 

is 11. luult.t-pllirty sy, L m.! 

Such a rcprascnLDliv( systt\m is d I.obiliz.ingfor two reasons. 

First, it pltlCC It premium on diffe.rentiating olle's own party from 

opponents instel1d of cIlcolJraging compromise and 1.1,11i;[ ication. 2 

ACC()J~di.ng to Down., "J't is I ike1y t~at i.n multiparty syst-ems, 

parties vd.ll strive to distingaish t;hem~elv 'S ideologically from 

eBch other ilmd maintain the purity of theil' positions, rq As the 

number ofpnrties 311 er·e<1S e,' .' {J. it norma I ly do's in a strictly 

propm:t.iOll<ill system,. ".H;11 party Ul-tHc.k. tho, e 'With 'Whom they have 

the (ncst in COnllll0n si.n.(;e tb ~ are t.)JJ':\· most likoly choices for 

one's own sup,portersi,f they choo:.> u,nath r party." The re8\11t, 

writes F ·rd.inlli'id lI('rrh liS in his scathing attack on proportional 

1 l\nthony Downs. ~!! ECOI~)1I1 i <.: TJINlrv of Q~!"!!S£.Ea..9Y., NY: Harper and 
How, 1957. pp.124-l27. 

~ Downs, pp.127-133. 

3 Downs, pp. 126-127. 

4	 Sl'ym llr T.ipSE~t, I11..!:.~:L:':~J; 1\1'\'" _L1:.2.!!, NEM York: Norton Co. 
1979.> p.307. 

; . ~.- ,~! .' ,... .,. 

In-1R?71 



117 

.: ;~ 

representation, is thJL "pollLicol diU rouc 'a-:r~ not only more 

clearly exprchhrd. but mulLipli d and inLcn~i(jD 

The second d ,'.obj ii?il dyn mie o( p bportiOntll rcprQ8cnta

·ti.on, and the on'that fiirst COnC('fll" our pr cnt inv tig tjon, 

that it i.Hduc(~~ group,' on Lhe dg of LIl· pol.i.tic:al sp~cttllm to 

radicalize fu-rther. G r~11i.~ nHc.ct it' partj,illlyd\H~to the first 

xtrnmc pl'lrtifl' s ok to ottnlCL ::>0 ic y's .most 

radical voL 'rs, Lhc~ mu. dist. nee them Ive B far as poss.ible 

from lte'Stablishm(~ntft groupapdfrom tbG>. C flora t :to thMI 011 the 

political' spectrum. h1,thi, WilY ,they< stake O'ut a dist'inctive 

niche for them 'lvcs, pr '~crvjng their ability to t ck the 

entire establish(~d ,'y t m, <Jlld t.o xocrrb t. those fr'l g frUgtnl

bans from whicb th d rive ~rllstcna lC:e, .(\lso, arnultiparty sys

tem can actually cause the divergence of voters' political 

attitudcs by incre.a:--in Lh rnn~' of political l:h toric, As DO\\'l1s 

put.S .it: 

The numbor of parties in exi.stencemoldsthe p'oli.tical 
vie\"s of rising gene.rations, tlH~rtlby influenGins their 
positions, .. in aplural:icy SLT\l tuc' si.ne!? II t 0

party system is encQurag d oliU th tl':O pllrU - usua 1y 
converge, voL r:' losLaS may bocom r jtively homoge
neall.s in the long run; \"rh(lre s Lhe opposite effect may 
occur in a proporti.onal n}pre ,lit lion struct\lre, 7 

Thus, proportioJ::talre:p:rescnlntlon cont i ou lly broadens th rang 

ot the politi-ciH spectrum. Finally, votor in proportional democ

racies are also aware that their ballots' cast for extr mi.sts are 

_________w ....... __• _
 

5	 Ferdinand Hp.-l:mens, Q~<!cy or An rr.by?, New York: Johnson Co, 
1972, p,18. 

6	 Dow~~, pp.124-127, 

7	 Downs, p ,124-125. 
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iring party stands a b8~ter chaDceof b~ing i'cL d. 

In m joritarian df~mocr8cies. th(' tlynQmics mentioll d [j,bove w'ork 

in pr cis ly tit oppo~ite direction, thereby cting as modp.rtlt.ing 

forct:$. ~iI1c(J (I m jority (or at. l,~a t· II pll';1r.a~ity) vote is 

required to be c1 cted, groups ar-e encouraged to overlook tJ eLr 

disa.gre.etil610L£ with their kindred groups in order to unite; ag iost 

those wfthy,'hom -they disagr . mon·. Thu . r dical groups afLen 

compromise, of£nring their SUppoTt to one. moderate 
.~ 

group to nsurc~ 

that the moreodiou:> Oioc!eraL i' dof L -d'.•~ l'ilH111y. inmost 

nent as closely as possible" in an effort to llHlxim;;>; iLs ~'ol S.9 

S0yrtlOUl" Li.P_C'L. ill The Fir.. L my N. li,£!l, attr'buL s tho cOllsis"t,(wt 

failure of radical chal1~Ilges in the United States largely to the 

nHture. of America I s repnlS lItalive system. 10 

In America, \lie enjoy a cnrtain confidence that the. hasic d-eli1Q~ 

cn"ticnatl1n~ of the state 1s guaranteed by the Con.stitution and 

the checks and balanc ~ m ndalod by it. 1h b 0.nce of a formal 

constitution in Israel augment!' lh. rlllllg('rs presented by the pro-

p,ortioncll rcpr'csentatic)Tl syst.em. Considering all of the threats 

to, Israel's democratic ord r pn.scnled in th i.s sC\cL ion, the lack 

of formal checks on governmental' a,uthori'ty :I.s all the more con

spicnOllS. Theoret.ical1y, Kn sset operatc$,,,rithout constra.ints on 

II	 Herrnens, pp.20~25. Also see, Brian Barry, Sociologists L Econo
mists)_ .El.nrl fJnm2.~.ra_~. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1978, pp.99-126. 

9	 Downs, p. 127. 
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regime. 11 As ~odQ'v 5,11rol1 tnUl> S dlctori¢.aUy: 

True, Hr i t.:titl dol'gnat bavo a t:'.'On'E:t it'U t iO~"O:Tany 

limitation on tho po....' -r of Parl j ame.nt ,and its d(lmOC~ 

T8Cy docS rl:ot SCMl to be the I.:orso for it:.' I~ut "th n_ 
could Ii jWUTlg nation-state snch as Israel be exp cted 
to have dequi\"alHnts Qfth-e Ions purl' lUll ntnry 
tnldltion., the political experience, and the. ki.nd of 
pUblic opinion Ivhich hav(~ acted ,IS :Lrrforlllal rc:,traints 
on t.hn pow'I' of the majority illlrd as bUttro. g 'S of 
liberl:y In BrUilin,?12 

Aside frQ.1l1 th :;ens}) t:.ts of th(~ pol itical Syst'OllLWhich promote 

irrs:tahi1ity <t.rtd extrmnisnr, Isnlcl f co' polit:Lcal iSSUCSHl1d dis-

put 5 ,wllicllthrNJL en dEH\lOCra ti c sttlbiJ i ty. &s Gabr in l!l.lmond and 

IHdn y Verba write in 1h0. Civic ~ll1Lllre, "unresolved poJitical 

i.ssuos of great importanceevnntually creat j nst hi Lit.)' in a 

democratic systmn. If poliU.cs becomes intense, i111d if it 

remains intense b cause of some sa.lie.nt issue, the inconsistencY 

bnLIo/ccn llttit:udn and behavior will become unstable." ThQY add in 

it fnotnot.e that, "this model appl :Les best t:o those polit:U.t,d dis

putes in which individuals an~ involved and h.;lverelativcly sp 

cific demands that t:h{!y would like sLltisfied by tlle goVernment. "13 

IsraeJ cer.tainly satisfios these par:ticuL'Jr critnri,l for poLitical 

in:>lllbilily inc!' ,lie fac. sev:r· 1 c,rit,ieul tlndltnresolved 

issu:es. The conflict: belYl en 1 rael's r ligious and secular popu

18t10n, fOT i'is,t.ance, has PM:siste;d sinGe the state's founding, 

afflOlct. virLually cv ry J -wish citi:6 n, and consistently provokes 

11	 Nadav Safran, Ih.(: !f.[ti.:t~8ttlGd AJ 1', Cambridge, fJA: Har
vard University Pro,5s, 1981, p.126. 

12	 Ibid. pp.126-127. 

13	 G br.ie] Almond and Sidney Verba, I!:t~~ g.ivt~ E~l;.l~!.~, Princeton, 
N;J.: Princo on Univc:rsiLy Pro~ ! 1963, pp.483-484. 
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strong reaction on hoth i(\C's. Conflicts betl,< ell Orient:.als and 

:r;uropeans and tlJ\J.q.l;j:t~st.ion of the Arab minority	 qtlaJ::ify as persis ~ 

tsr c 1,fr,om 1948 

until today, hn. .luH:1 ·t:o bal nce tlll1 CJIl ht fOT a distinctive J.ewi sh 

state with t:he pt'S nC('Q£ 11 sizeable Arabpopnlation thut fe.els 

no loyaJty to t.hc litlll. <I1.\d he')' cv 11 dcmon;;Lrat('d its hostilH.y 011 

DecO tall. 1'11, ]ST:1C1 pas. '~s·~ 1I0t only the structural prereq~ 

uisitc for d mocrllLic j n. L h.ility, but also the f stcring dis-

put which could cat. Iyzc ·it. ~ 4 

Even lS1':"H~l's political.· style: points towrd' instability. 

'" Accordillg La SiUll 'Y V rb<l ,"Ther<- L,' i1 t nd ney . 'to connect 

politic.al stability with a pr:~ ,lnlltic politi..cal style that str.esses 

open, implicit, aTld i.nstrument:tll political bc.1iefs. And the con

11\5 Verba claims that the r placement of. neetion makes seils 

ideologic(ll or trdcli.tional criteria :for political decisions with 

purely rtl,tlonal DIles is a hallmark of mode.r.nityand stability. 16 

Israeli polii;tical debate is noteworthy for its id ologiesl nature, 

int }amul1ll.ory rh 'lor ic:, nod r 1 i ane UpOll t. r eli tional re ligious 

14	 The threat ,of Arab i1.1\'.:1- ion, tbough clearly a ~ riolls and per
sistent issue, promotes un..Hy and loy Ity among Israelis. It 
is j'lOt an J::lSU which 1c.nds 't elf to dntra-Istfte1.i strife 
since the conseque.nc o[ divi ion are so catastrophic. It is 
impo-rtant to 'r cogni7.c • however, that .,tbi.sexterna1 threat 
ex cerbates the \1;' b ersus Jow conflict withi.n Israel since 
Arabs are 0£te.n p·erceived as part of the intransigent enemy" 

15	 Sidney Vn}:>a) iJ1IJuciafl Pye3ndS'iclucy Verba (eds.). PoliLical 
Cultnr And Politic:nl Dev-lopmcn1:;, Princeton, N.J.: Princeton 
Un"iver;ity pr~-. lc)65~48. 

1~	 Ibid. p.546. He docs, hot" vcr, recognize the stabilizing 
influence of mi ld ('moLionol commitment as l.,rell since purely 
pragma:tic b _ ::; lor loyalty deplil.nd t()O hC8v:ilyand unf01:giv
ingly upon y~t'm p('r:forman:ce .. SMI Th Civ!..c eu] I1.!:£:, p.488, 
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The tatitrc(julumel)t that (~JJ pol i.tical dC'b te b~ 

phrasec! id001ogicl111y rwcc~sDrily af ct L!t(' subs· 
tanc'o[ Lhe d bat·, ltnrtit~ whot can b s id 00 .ithet 
side. iO\l st.s d i~Cll:-;s:i,on Qf simple policy probl'IDs 
with 'cmot i 00 :Jppropr Un:e, only to more flmd.t;llncnt 1 
quest i ns. ThWhite Knight and the Black Rnight 
t:U,t;,' in [u 11 ["c;~pl io. in cI ,I' nsc ·of Viitue, \o;11:e1;o th~ 

t(~81 i l>t1C i 0 illCrCrT\C'n t to Ut· cost of living 
IJ11o\iJ.'rnc prov j dC'd r,0verllmcn tel rks. 17 

td.l1lltememb rs nd r inforcc ottacnmcnL::; t.hrough youth movement , 

soccer ceDms, fJnnllGj/l insLitut:iolU.S, h lth pi. os. and p rty 

sponso["(~d n \ sporer. Th -(' mo m nl.S tlnd In'tiLuLions are 

desig1'll;1d lO instil1 ill! aff'(H:tiv(~ commitment in memhcrs. 18 ThE! 

more establish<tld secllJa:r piilrtifi,s (~.. g, Hurllt lind L~bor) GEm be 

traced back Lo idQologic dly opposed tltovmuents dating to the ni.ne~ 

teenth century ·i.Jl Eastern Europr~. 19 1'b . ecular Zionist move

mcnts in Europ€\ developl,d into ideologici11 movements in order to 

provi.de an emotional Clqldvalent to the religious C()l11nJitn:HH)t ond 

the disputatiQus Lrad:iti.011 of religious Jewish scholarship that 

t1H~Y souglJt to 1." p!t1ce. Todtly's parti s,therefoI:e., harbor ·his.,. 

to1.'icl111y reinforced, id 01oglra1 on imosity to\,'llrd acll oth r 

manif - Led largtdy in the diet~oric til lud(~d to abov The rel.ig

lous P rLi05, 17 presont illgmorc thantenperceti.t of the c.:lector

ate, make no gestures \,,11 t::;oever toward accornmodoL ion, instE'ad 

17	 Leonard Fein, Israel: PoliLi.s and 1'(\0 ]e, Hoston: Little Brown 
i1nd Co .. ,1968.1 P' 92. 

13	 As' opposed to instrumental or ratlonal commitm~mts. 50.!? Almo:nd 
and Verba, p.48$. 

la	 Of courso, sev(,}r(l1 n~Ugious partie;g or).g:l.W.lL d ill Eu ope also, 
as wHhtltc~ t!.~!.ahi and ~Z!~5!JJl~.m()V(lmel1ts. 
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5 

b,,);sillg their: po~iti{')n~ l'nt,iroly on iOlmutab]e religious dogma. 20 

It Should come' s no surprise t.hat almost all Israelis pas. 

de.finite pOlitico] opinions anel ltochm nts as is manife. ed in 

the UnUSllB U)' 1 JgJl 80% average rotl.' of vot:er participation. 2 1 

According to .Almondttnd Ve.rba,,· Lhe type of in rl. c, emotional 

attachment promoL'd by Israel i political groups, Itt end. to 'rai:;c. 

the:stok '8' oJ: politics: to f:o!- ter lh ort of mass. fucssionic 

movcm nits that leiJd'ito democ:r.i1.tic inJ5tability, "22 In short, th(,~n, 

id o]ogiC1J J f;tri!e, fiery rhetoric, and h1tr<ln~ ig nee ch ractri7.. 

lsra 1'$ pol iticalarena, opening the Nay f'ol: democratic disinte

Israel's'ost lI:,ibl· prpdj] etlan for political extremism does 

not just stern from hor political structure, institutions, and 

style. Israel's in'tt!;lr'mediatc level of economic d v('lopm nl, ~spe-

cial1y w11<'n combined wi tll 11 r :-.rwcdy "ocioeconomj c mod~~rTJj za.tion 

should, by all· indications" give ds. to xLr 'misrn. 23 Since 1948, 

the Jewish. 'populatj,on h,)~ l.'<;llped from 650,000 to more than 

3,000, ODO.Rlilt'W (') 1950 and 1967 Is l:i.l l' 5 GNP ro~e at <W tlnnual 

lid G. I' per copit,;! rose lIt 3.4?,;. Only Japan 811'-

p.Elssed ls.ta(~ Lit) gro\..·th during th<!Jt period. Since 1958, mon~Qver, 

Israel's. aver.age stundard of living has more thaT!. doubled, sky

20 They db compromi~('. bUL not. on j ,'ues which concern Jewish law. 

21 Asher Arian, Politics in Israel, Chatham, N.J.:Chatham House, 
1985, p. 133. 

22 Almond and V,rba, p.488 

-;: 21 Sammy Smooho. I r,c12 llilrolist:!) §Ed ggl!f1jc~, Berkeley, CA: 
Univ rsi. y of C lifornill Pr .978, pp.J06-IIO. 
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orOckt'Ling Qt nn (Il1l1ll r \..e of 8 0 8~;, botw en 1958 and 1978. H] 

Since 19731'llo~V'cr.·Isfa lIs growth lla:=; stagnat d ill: a rate ·of 

lesstball 3· GiVf'll these t: t if'tics. S, muel Ilulltillgton and Jor0 

Domingu 7.. 1c va l-ititl~ douht s to Io.°btlt w· liould oxp ct 1,il 

rations aildcllpoblliti arC' c!J:tnging find whl n tl1<' 8 P b Lwccn 

them is i ncre ing 0 1'11 i ~ L, or course, pred;$ely WUtl't 'Cakes 

place dudng th proc s of soclo cOllomic modernization. liB f-lore

...~'~ 

ovm:, lsrar~l . .'I. a co Intry whidl cxp ri nC d strong Qconomjc 

do\.;'tltllrn, ::;1Iouhl 11 VO oJlc:<trrmely l'>ttong 

poHt.ica] (li~or<1 r lid civil violence 1.smost likely ion .count-rl 

at int(f.rmediat(~ 10 ds of development, s,uch iJ5 I r 01. 27 Thtrs', by 

virtu.e of its dynamic nature and illtcrm diate developrne11t, Isra~ 

e1's Hconorny dntensifi(~s tho inclination tOtvllrd extremism. 

Israol '$ sociallTJ:lk(~ur not. only flCid. t.o ·those threats of demo-

erotic instability; it also provides antl~dem()crat:ic lUOVOUlent.s 

target, Arabs; 13nJadly::ip -aking, 1. racl!s is <\l.thre(\. ... tier d soci

ety with Arabs ilt theb JLLom, far bplol.' Od ·ntal Jew. and still 

24	 Smoohs, pol07. 

25	 Samuel HUlltillgton and Jorg(~ Domil1gutlz, "PoU.tical DeveloplUcHt", 
in 11 nrlbook otPol1 tical Sci('ncc, Fr d Gre(mstcin and Ne.lson 
Polshy ('ds.)-vol.3, Rc ding, ~lA"': Addison and Wesley PubLish~ 
ers, 1975, p.8. 

lG	 Ibjd. 

27	 Ibid. p.9. 

28	 Here I refer to status considerations that trnnsc nel cenomic 
rank. 
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fttrthe-rbelol<1 the Europe'. n (,1 i.t. 2'8 A. lUembcr~ 0 the host.il Arll. 

nation 1}urroundillg Isr.<lol·,·lnrg ly 'xelud d (rom the rmy,29 n<1 

nd	 (I.due L 'onal institu

tiOl1S, HHI Arabs pTO decidedly Lr 1<. "out &rouplJ,,~ and 'stand 

!,i,t:tle, if any, chance of intcgr. L iuS. 

& /tms prone to what Lipsct lind Ro b CJll 101.., . Latus backla It OIHitl~ 

agou:> to that; which g I/O. risoto t:h<!) ')\:u KlnxKl/lnin Am .ric ...7 D. 

lly V LttUliI of tbat strUCt'.,urC'. lSrtil fulfilL th Lhrcc prer qui

::0 ito. fo.r right-w.ing ~xt:relllism ci. d by Lip::; t: sod .. ) tJ;'ain, 

idenLi['eutio!l of that strain's causc;,.?nd clt':,i uil'tioHOf. a sp 

cif:tc solution. 31 \;1hat Ive lvill sec b 101.: is that while OrienLol 

J<:>.ws PtHC~live social strain, in 'Lhe in(r(lquent evenL that they 

react at all, they set Hot t~o\llar.d 't..hc Arab but toward the Europe

an -, ~c0king Eu 11 integration. }ior:ebvt;lJ;" ,when they do act, their 

mov mC'nts hav0 had left-\dng io,;tetld of right-llli.ng orientations. 

The socioeconomic and political influC'll;ce gap b 'lw 'ell Od,fmtal 

and Europ'n J~\"S hl35 been mentioned several times above. Sehol~ 

ars have iinellyz0.>.d the problem at lcngLlI1.,ugely in (illl effort to 

assign 1:>1011161 either to the J:'>1:ac·di '.'t Iblislunent for discritnina

t.lon01: to the Orientids for faiLing to mas·ter the nee s,sary 

skills to succeed. 3:l Such analyses n.ce,d not concern us; what is 

-----------, 

29	 Arabs are permitted to volunte.er for the army, and llIany Druzes 
and Bedouins serve. 

30	 Lipset and Raab, pp.116-119. 

" 3 1 Ibid. p.23. 

92	 See., for ('x mpl , lI.vr h m Sh;;lnw and ~la.rk Iris, Immigr tioll 
\\'jLllolll Tnle' r tj()/I: Third or'ld J_t.?! in Js!:!.!..l, C mbrid c, Ii\.: 
Schcnkmnn Publishing, 1977. 
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importeD to u",ls t:hat.th0 OriHtltal community focls ag l:ieved and 

ftust.:t>t:t;'t d in r: rilt; 1 (~()e chapter £ive). Their poli.t ieal eqlh11

it:y, :1;i1 t~H;ms 'of' politic'll rights, has nuv r been questioned ['!rId 

"no discrtminJtory ideol lOY Lownrd (lny Jew JIBS I)V'( been p,romul

d. nllg t Still, their c;i' f cto in quality in t~J,nns of political 

inOucnc liD b ('11 I'l P r ist0nt fact. of life in Israel .. onc \,:hictl 

should inc 1ino ·tltem toward prot t aCLion. Lipscl argues that the 

pc('sf~tcnt elitislil oJ one c1nss \,h11(' mouthing lh values of 

quality, sud) <lSi in JsraeJ., m gnific$ t}:le :low r ~~l ssts r s 'nt· 

m nt. tn: support, Lipst'Olt invokes TocquevillQ.,"To concli!civeof u;nIHl 

r m ioill'" for v r UII qual on tl'. singte p 'nt, yet qu 1 on aU 

olhers i. impo. sible; ~h y mu.t come in th~ 'nd to b equal ~pon 

811." 3
4 HOreOVl;:lr, Or: i elit.a1 Jr~ws, ad imating largely from Arab 

countrle 0'" from cLh r nations with 81JtherH;,i.L riQn reg im 5, lack 

the experi nee of democracy. '1'hU8, their propensity t:mvaxd ext;re

ll1ism is acc{>'.ntuated by an ,'l'bsence of hi:;toric lly eround d r ·.peet 

for dmtlOori1tic valuCls. 

Ori~inllting from nOli-democratic cultures, socioeconomically 

undnrpr:tvHeg -d, Jnd frustrated for ovcl."t.ht,~,n d¢cades, Oriental 

Jews $(1 'fI! to be perfect candidlilt ~ for protest and anti-dernocl:,ertic 

extn~mism. An analysis of Jewish group ottitud 5 ::iuggests that 

botb Artlbs,lnd Europeans are likely 1. rgets of that action. Euro

peans are tl1gaJ.;nor:! by Orientals 8S the partial cause of their 

33	 Yocha:nan P re , "Ethnic Relatitms it) Israel" in Am 'X: iean Joux:
na 1. ?..:.f[ Soc i 0 logy !'lay 1971.. p. 1025 . 

311	 Alexi.S de TQC,qllcville, )20mocrac in Am , Garden City; N,Y.; 
Anchot Books, 1969, p,56. QUOl d in Lip' t, First ~ !i...Lion , 
:P',288. 
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depYcs.· d L Le .. Tit !lr b., 1> lei's l)1 . r :;u:;<;l~ptibHity t~) Jow 

statns backlash, ar l' g.:Jrd d by th 01 jo:tjtyc>·£J~lt>'$ asalit:!JlS. 15 

St:ndies conduct d by Y eli 111 n P rC'~ . how'd that Orientals view 

Arabs with·· vC'n mor hostl 11 Ly LII n EUfOP nns. Of 246 Ori0utals 

polled by? 1"5, 93~ s,lid Israel would be b'ttcr i( there were 

refuse to ha 'C nn Arab as a nf'ighbor. Euror ,ms disp] By d no 

Ori€lTlt:als,H ThiS In 'f s· OJ surpri ins in Ori nLals pre'um hly 

under·tonn Ar b c:ulLun tlnd could potC'nli l]y bildg th gop 

hOWf\V~lr . The Orientals ,'carry a lc' ,ney of fO C'ntmcnt from til it' 

this explanation s om:; insufficient to account for the 
extreme lwst i 1:l.ty revealed in the f l.ndings . The 
llntagordslll ()f Otientals toward {\l'rabs should be SOC'ln in 
the context of their present illus ion ilt> \o,'t,).] as a 
result of past experienc'$. ,The Od ntlJls f:e~l th~lt 
they must rej e.ct th{), relnainingtrac 5 0 ( their tH(l.dle 
Eastern origin to llttain thc stntus of the dominant 
Europoan group, By expn'ssing hostility to Arabs, an 
Orie·ntal. nttC'mptsto rid h im~~lf of the 'info'rior' 
Arabic elcm 'nts in his mITn identLtyand to adopt a 
positiol1congunlal to the ;li~liLrOpeQngroup wh.ic:h he 
desires to emulate. n 

In support of this hypothes1.s, Pcn~s cites data showing that Ori~ 

enta 1. Jews tend to be mor hostile to Arabs thfu more th.ey resemble. 

Arabs in accent or appCJr nee. 

-------"...._--_..-.._._-~--

). SmoohLl, P' 46. 

H Peres, p.1039. 

37 Per 5, p.J04D, 
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Arab 8ttit1Jd~~s and ac'!::ions lllakc th'ffi..n 'v n likeli r target 'Of 

extremist back Jas'h. Opini()u polls hot" that· th~iJlajority of 

lSl'sel i Arabs question 1. r 1 I::; r i h l; to xi st; ,andof-t:hos(~ who 

j~cccpt 1sr 01, most aO\'oclt \,ijLh(lr \, I o th njt d ations 

PartHian borders of 19t1 i. 3 
$ 1 Ttl·li Arab \,'riL'T:> <lispl y:l dp 

r ':;onLnWllL toward their subordinate s'ttl'tus in L r - 1. ) 9 Such 

:resi3Il'trnontrlHHllts in agn' L'rwi.llingncssBl11ong Arabs Lo indlllgo 

tn sod'ally devianta(';ls, 

cially violnnt. crim "'.. b lJlor than Ide that o[ .1(\\1.',. ,lor 

importantly, hraoli alJi..horiLI('~ i.:onvicLt'd ,flIOr til 11 400 rabs [or 

collaborating with the n my hf'twC' '.n 196, and 1975 alollc. Isr eli 

An~bs Wl-n:E>. also counted among the ranks -of the -uicide quads 

responsibla for the brutal mabSllcr.S of Isrueli . c:.hoolehi ldrcn in 

Kiryat Shmoneb and Ha'alot in 1974. 40 In the eyes of Israelis, 

collusion in such terrorist acts is the ultimate act of treason; 

lending support to those who advocate tOligher me SUI"(~ tow rd 

Arabs, 

Israel, by all app DrllnG' , hou lel he. a veritab Ie hotb<:d of 

ext:n'!omist movements. Proportion 1 r pr's(411tatiofl., no farina} con~ 

stitution, id~}ol(}glcf_J1politiCl'll $tyle, unr .:.;olved critical polit 

ieal issu s, speedy occHlolllicd.evelopment follow-ed. by sto.·gnation, 

and on intermediate level of ·~cotlol1lic advancement all coalesce 

into an almost perfect extremist milieu. The demographic raw 

38	 Smooha, p.207. 

39	 See, for example, FOllZi El~AsOiar, To B an Arab in ~l> 

London: Franc's Pint r, 1975. 

40	 Smooha, p.2lS. 
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. ~ 

m6\t.@~i(ll for e.xtrGJ'lri:,m ~~x.ist$ tll~o. Fault l' 0 .. run d(HIP through 

I rocli sacLe!: hetx.; ltreligiou8 and. cU]i1r, Or1 ntlll and Euro

p<'an, Jew ami Anib. This la.st divbion sec'lTIspart.icuL1.rly prone 

to conflict iVCIH 'the ab,urlcc of all eTo.s-culting Llff:Uiations, 

IlJngu gc'. or .f((\l:i.gion, to mitigat.o the oCt '0 murd'Toushostility 

which ('xi tiL }Jon'over, lh' .Ic'!w:;; most disaft:ected 'I,lith their 

pOS it;i;.on :J.Jllsrael and mo~ t prone to prot.cs t, the Or.hl.nta 1s, are 

th'!':.·s.anlQ. J.el~~ ,>,110 hnrJ)q.:r th41 mosL int. nse r,osentment for theJr 

Arah flfJighbors. 

In ::.piLC of this 0\1 t"whelmin&; Con l llatiotl of proclivities 

toward cxtr 'mism,org,JI1i7. II C'xt.rcMrdst; movq.nHmts an~ largely abs£\nt 

froro: Israeli history.. More-:ov r, tho f(~w which have; existed did 

not qU(JsUon 181',301' $ basic commj.tm(~nt ti) pluraList democnJcy; 

ratlor thoyobjocted only to thl~te1ativ~, status among groups 

within that. basic; ft, mOI<lork, 

O:dentt.!-l diss,ontcon~LitllLc.' LIt. bulk of org, nized protest i.n 

Israeli hi t<;iJ;y, od ven th s hav¢.bo01l relatively short- Eved 

andamicahly plllcRtcd. Thl' ~\; di S.l1ib riot.r. of 1959, triggered by 

tho shooting 0'£ f~ Nc))' ce, II J w hy 11 roUe III n in a Haifr; slum, was 

one of till' most !:> rious ,mflnifl?st;;ttions of OrientEll discontent. 

FOT sev ral days, North African Jct<l§ (statistically the most dis

advant8$!Hd ~ul.>~ro Ip of Ort ntitls), under the name of the Union of 

N<irth Ah~tcans, d monsLrated :Cn the. streets of Haifa and sUTround~ 

:Lng towns,. looted Eu rop '1lI1 prop '( ti c" and roughed up passers - by, 

Their stirt€~d griev lie S W€H-U police. brut,ality, unemployment, inad

eqtHit.e hOI.l:,;;in~, and ethnic discrimination. The outburst was 8ig
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" 
nific'onL in dj ployin the depth of Odell'Il1 r sP.Jatment, but its 

1 sling imp ct \<.' sminimal, The j>xnss hi hI' hted the pro.blem for 

~p cia1 public i~quiry invcsLi Gted the grie-

VR.tlCOS ,but ·th b:;u ,oon fad(~.d. The leader of the Union of 

·orth Africans'Tlln for Kn'·.nL ill Lhe- 'n ling ('1 etion but [ailed 

tt) win ascat. 4t 

disGl;imif1.;:l.tiO!l butwi.th mon) st<amin.aiU1o org nizllti<>ti. tho Black 

Pi1:Jltlxer;s start(,}d in 11170 a an unor ·aniz d ~rotlp of Orielltal 

you'ths 6'om the tum reu:; of J'ruJl'lJ1 nd Tel Aviv. l~he group 

l;volved f:rom a sr' ,t gnng to 1.1 pro c t move.m<?nt, nd finally into 

party wi~th e1 ·ctor·alalJ1bitions. ThH Black. Panthers staged a 

~erie of voca 1 demon tr Itio.ns, occasiona.,1ly involving viol enca, 

. panning much of J971, lmel demonstJ:i:ltBd lesl:> vigorously thereafter 

H. they mQLlnt(~d an unsuccessful Clltllp 19n for the 1973 Kn'sset 

election. By achieving 8 prominence greater than the Wadi Salib 

gn)\lp., tIle ?anthersmore :;uccc [u lly pUblici:tcd the Orientals I 

gri<W<H1.ces. In brief, tIle Panther desired b.tter cduc~tion. 

illlprov~~<.1 housing, iot:1:"'o$ d .financ.ial support fOT large Camil i 5. 

job training (or unemployed YOlJths, nd dmission to the arm d 

£oroes. 42 1'h y al 0 attract d tho .upport of Some Israeli leftist 

who provided them wi.th ideologi.cal art iculation for their d m nds 

in terms of the class struggle. As Shalom Colt n, on'e Communist 

who was crt tract d to the. PanthQTS put it, "We do not can:; id 1,- this 

4l	 Smooha, p.209. 

42	 A disproportj,onatH n.umb r of Ori 'ntals were refused admission 
to <the :il.r:my for T(\lS0ns of illiteracy or criminal recQrds... 
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an ethnic proh1m but a' d a: . problPm. Til rc r wealthy 

1'emeTlites, Syrluns. ~loroccans. \~h.at is impMtant is th~ high 

correlatj,on be1;.wepn f'\..hnicity lIndclas .. "43 The influ·enc· or 1 f

tist.s sl1cb as CohJ~u on the'PalltlH'L was so p<'rv ,iv that they 

€!.ven called for ,a Palestilii8.hstate on .,the Wl~stBank, a proposal 

which probllbly \.,rould noL II v mer d ind.p ndllllLly from on other

'thePanl.h 'r~ I demands r~ signi f leant: pr;ifll'atilyb c usc th y 

nr omHd. As. jjjvaE.tzioni-lI.l1cvy wrOLe; 

The stl: ikin fae L bOllt \..h 'S, dl'mdldh ·i.5 that th(~y 

provide vidcnc of \..11 llCC.C' L,~ by the Black Pan
tll(~'J;$ of ,'om' of til ba 'ie premi c on which the 
1St:iH>1i sociC!!ty ,1I1d po lj L i eoccollonlic sySt -,m 1 b sed: 
for inst:anco, eknowl ·d, 'm fit of the J.·giLim eyoE 
Israel's government,ac:ccptanee of the n t 
thOL Lhl') government :.. r(lllPQnsible for allocnting. 
certel in cc.onom i c r \ unb 5 u(~h as hous ing and emp loy
mont; and finally, ock ow 1 dg€~m(mt that the supreme 
test of full acceptane. into (and participatiou in) 
Israeli society is admitL3nc into the Israel Dofense 
force.. As time went on, the BJ"ack Pan'ttlers did not 
radicaLize. the r dGl1land:>. 44 

Thus, while. the Black P;mth 1'5 proved that some Orientals de ply 

tJon of Is:r:aeli democr' c:.y and H denwmd to be part of it. In fact., 

90"!" ()f the Panthers fa~o:red complete ethnic JntE gratioll of 

sc. h".",,01.s, .n 01'gllb().r!l()oJl ~, and m' ..• riag·es .... 5 Noreover, the nl ck 

Panthers were th~ most radical Oriental PJ:Ot(lSt group ·y~t formed, 

43 David Schnall, R dica] D~ ill COlltnm I s'Cdcli Poli~ 

tjc~, New York: Pra &('1', 197'9, p.163. 

in the 1ST U Dcmo(:
racy", in Politic fall 1975, p.SOS. 
Emphasis hers. 

45 Smooha, p.7S. 

,'.. " 

.... :'"::.:. 
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and OrJe,j'ltals rarely ,Jvai1 tllElI11 clv s of {lny oLher av ~nues of./ 

pt:ot@st. 

To b6' son~, other: J {..d 11 proL 'st group have exi tetlin Israel, 

though, with the ex.c<ept ioti of Gush i&munj m, none a:t:tailwd even the 

popularity of th(?Illack Poachers. 

mist poLitics, Sprim':o'lk mpntions 'two small und r rounds durin~ the 

19.50' s: the anti-secular CoveiHin't of t.h.cZ 'nlot ! alld th Il.:ll.ion

(.lUst Tzrifin Undeq;round, both of wihichdis, olv d ,,"'h n· their 

leaders (v're jailed. l
' 

li Holigiou 7. n)otry, lik. thill.:O,f the auti 

slate N6)torei X'lrt.;, t;hough conunon,FllIs norm lly b. n limit d t,o 

short outbursts. 47 Until 1973, d' 'piteaH hti,$ f:tus'll' tions and 

not,able, pol Jticnl fa,i lures, Kahall.e was the most. note\vorthy prot'st 

lander outside of the Blaok Panthers. Even aft r 1973, until tbe 

recent discovery of a Jewish terrorist undergl-ound, the Israe.li 

e.xtreme consisted of only Gush ElJlunim An.d Kohane. Gush., ] ikn Lb.e 

Panthers, do(~s not wish to overthrm.., Israeli democracy ~ but men)]y 

to b('l al10wPd to s ltl(~ ontlle \vest Bank. In fact., thoy have 

enjoy(!\d 'basically cord;i,ol ndatio.ns \vith the goverl1mont, even 

L,.b<1t, gOV(lrnment:s, ,who chose not to prohibit, Gush's ac.tions, The 

Jewish Underground is iii significant exception to :L·roc]· .. othcr

wise uniformly moderate history. Made up mainly of .Gush members, 

t,he nndergtmmd engagod i.uctimpaigns of intimidation 13.110 committed 

violent acts against Art,])s on the 1-1cst Bank. Asid from K h ne, 

they mark the first organized XVI:' 'ssion of iJ:nt:!.·Arah extremi~m 

46	 Ehud Sprinzak, "Extreme Politics in Israel", in Jnrus~~J~:!'!! Q.~~f
!:5:.r1y Fall 1977, pp,35-38 . 

• ,	 8mooha, p.213, 
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since the stncE;'r; {ound.il1g. 46 Then~ is (iln impol-tant di.stincLion. 

however, ben:·cn purely-violent ilnd electora,l protest. The under

ground, by, eh os' II' r:h<l meilns of v1.o1ollcti and 'Lerror ,cv I' ly 

.! • 

Their actions doomed them '\..0 the role ot 'It, " lunilt:l.(~ Pring n. By 

rUIllJilig in.el(lctiot1s, KalHlnH submits his platform Lothe pubUc in 

hope of gaining lcgit.imH(~Y and influence, sClIuet:hiug \.;hich is 

permanently unilv<1il b1e to terrorists. Therefore" K h 11 i 

unique iHIs. Ii history S·IIe. h e;.Nprcs,(',~ his ('xLI' mlsm in the 

electoral realm. attempt 'lIg to convince Isr£lel' vat rs th this 

radical pro:posa.ls must be embraced .if Israel b Lo . urvive. 

Israel, then. II ~ noL <,x(H,\:rionced the f~xtr<,mism thnt our inv 

tigation oEher polit:i.ca} institutions. economy, t.md d0<mogr<aphic 

makeup leads liS to expect. KaheJl(! represents a ra<:lical brc k \~i th 

all ISTmdi political pl'HmOlllE~na before him. Nobody f~lse, past. or 

pn'scnL. <'vcr. uught electi.on with a program th.lt (vas so ullcqui\lo~ 

cally radical, or that questioned such basic .:Issurnptions as dcmoc~ 

and ciVil rights. Kaht:lno is the first organiz d 

mani fe tatioiL of the right-wing backlash, of the political ret,; llt~ 

mont, of the,d(~mocratic instabi lity t.h8t Israel "should" have been 

facing sincn 1948. \vhat account.s for Israel's mild history? 

Thill <instil r, in part, lies in Israel's international situation. 

Since 1948, lsr'ai~J has l.ived with the const,1nt and cont.i.ngEtnt 

threat of full sc l' l\reb attack, not to mention the daily "peace

tillie" Arab terr<Jrisl)1 which has clnirned hundreds of civilian li,v(}s. 

48	 Spont.an OU~ incidcnls of ant.i-Arab extremi.sm do occur from time 
to timGl" cspecisl1y in tho territories, 
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Exist nLi.al Lltr Jts fo.:Lel" unity (J!UClng the b si.nce the cost 

of .1l1te.rnal stl' He could be Lot-al d ~t+tlction. ,Horeover, an l1ver

present enemy &crv s ~ a national outl(~t for aggression, inchld

ing for frustraL('d bJ:"OUPS. Univen,;al nrmy service fox' Jews, a 

product of th:i5 same Sinltltion, cannot be ovrn:empl!asiz d J an 

,1T1tegrating force [Dr lSri~~)lis of diverse bad:grol1nds, thereby 

On<' ('I hlOr (;ontin ('nl fdctor auwd.iorating the extremist t ndcn

.h'Nish 1 udin;shif) did :not immigrate; oldy the loss educated, less 

priv i 1 g <i parts of tbe society came to IsnHd. "49 tloreover, the 

European establisllment ef'(('ctiv(~ly coopted those, Oriental l0,lders 

which did arise, leav:ing the O:rientl~l community without a means to 

mobilize political ~esentment. 

A more fundaHlenta 1. if enignwtic, rrlodera1. Lng force undCT lies 

these others. More pr'cisbly, the relative lack of radical Jewish 

d:iSS(3Ut: aIld an:t.i~Ari'1b xLremisftl reflncts the undlerly:ing V:lIllCS of 

the J(~wish population, that: is. its pol:i.tical culture. PoliLical 

culture, Ilccor-ding to Huntington and IJomingl.lez 

consists of thecmpirical bel i f about expre, sive 
political symboJs ill'l,d vnlu and oth r orientations of 
the members of the s'ociety towtLrd political objects, 
It is Lh producL o( Llt· col lCI.:Live hist.ory ora 
politi n! Ry t m nd the lif(~ histories of the indi
viduals who CllrretH:l:l m k u the system. 
Although cent.ral political v~ll1 s can change through 
time, they chan c vory slOWly.... Under the impact 
of economic grow'tb and 50cial change, institutional 

~-----_._-'-.',---"-,. 

49	 Seymour Lip' t; "The Israeli DUemma", in l'Lichacl Gurtis and 
Hordcch i Ch rtorf ( tb.) ~L ~l SLE~c uE and eh, lige, 
N Btun wjck, N.J~t Trans c~ion Books. \073. pp.35R-359. 
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,':ll:rang mcnt!'; m k ildjustments to new (~()Tldition$ ~itlJi12 

tlul fnlmOt~ork of a dominant value system,!\V 

ical culture cAli go f 1: lOWtud cJ:tHlting aud/or rlwintaining stob1.e 

deulOcracy.51 l11.s'\.h TP, V'rb br(' ks dmvn the content of politi ~ 

cal cultures into f<Jtn: general compolHmts: national identity, 

,
identification \.Jith erne s fellow (:itiz n , gov rnmewtal output 

(i..(L what thCl governm 'lit :is Or is not justified in doing), and 

cially national i.cletl'tity, promoto a national conSCIL.lI for a -To\!;'

ish domocracy, illl{'nt on· ef,couomic development, and ill :'.Cllf-llliforced 

highor moral standard. h is this conscmsus which, in larg(~ part, 

accounts for IsraoJ's (it'mocratie stability Hnd \"'hieh is currOlltly 

under a t tack from Neir Ktl:hane. 

Isri:lHl's politica.l culttHe relies on a core Set of values 

de.rivedprimariIy from the Zionist 1110 em nL~ il nillf't ccnth century 

Europe. Zionism is the modern qUQst to.realize the 2000 year old 

J(~\\Iish dream to return to the Holy Land and re-establish Jewish 

soverei.grlty. Modern ZIonism d·\'c lOj)ed in Europe .1nd \ Ob affected 

by thrJt envinmment. The principal stream of 7.i.on ism, labor~ 

Zionism, is dC'.cjd 01y s cular and sod.alist, and it dominated 

Israeli politics until 1977 in the form of what is now the Labor 

Party. HeligiousZioni.st.s; the GCIH~ral Zionists, and lRevisionists 

Oppos(~d the socialist. 0'!) several points, often acrimon101u,ly. 

50 Huntington and ])omingnez, pp.15-16. 

51 Al:mond i;lnd Verba, pp.4 73 ~47 5. 

52 Sidney Verb 11 , in Py and Ii r 0, ;pp. 529 -543. 
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The pQiitical dL I t'" 'm'Tlts among th~ Zionist strands aH~ 'many, 

but their !:Ir;undor 11 rl'Cm0nts are of rnor-e conGern t,o the present 

discus<;ion. 11 4ioni J~ groups dr m d of ·ci. tI i n& Is-rael -and 

cr .1ling 0 J {.Ii:h r.t t by in~ot.h('ring th COLt red xil s of the 

Oiaspor(l, '111 Y D 11 Ln' - -ed the ultimo_te unity of tb.c J wish 

peop1 and theil" potcnti 1 to cr te a state that would be aLight 

11llto other nations. TIHlt state would lJ d mooratic, in accordance 

both W:i;t:ll thei:rso.cialJ.st ide ls and wit_hlue d moer tic ~;'t:ructuit"e 

of mast Europe n J wi h ~:oll1lt\tmiti~}$. Pe.rhap~ most import ntly, 

Ei1;tropcan Zion ism w r' tio,11 to {Jnti~semitism. Host Zionist 

leaders and near.:ly :eve-rym 'rnbcr of the originHl lsraeli political 

Blite :-. ha.unted, by the vLnllCJ:rt anti-semitism of Europe, be i 

iIi the form of; pogroms or the Holocaust.. These experiences 

strength()ned heir egal it;ar Lan, democratic id 1 and in pired 

them to be vigilant u$;rli n.'t recr('. Ling the discrimination to which 

they had b~en subjcCLl'd. The Dec 1 Hltion of Ind.p nclenc0 reflects 

their vallHt o.rientatioJ:L It rods .• in part: 

Th(~ SUite of Israel . will ensure complet:e nq-nal
ity of social fwd poHtical rights to all of its 
Jnh bj t.1IlLs j rrcspectiv('- of nlligion, race, or sex. . 

W pp 1 to tht? Arah inhabitants of the 
State of lStfHd 0 pre rv p Ce arid. participate ;in 

. ~ 
the upbuilding of tb-e state 011 the basis of ftJll and 
equal citi~ellship.S3, 

Whether or not such qual r i ght.s were conceivable giv n th d m()~ 

gpphic realities is o-pcn to qu' tioo. W1M't ,matters i.stha;t Zion~ 

ism, an ideology shay-ed inOite form or auoth r by 11 arly v-ery 

Israeli, mbr cod democra ie a'lita.rian ·.sm as an indispensable 

characteristic of a moral st.oc,-e:. 

'.- . 
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Other 8ll4l[" d v lUI S of \.II(' j rlwl i pol itic{l1 c.ultur<~ arc not 8,0 

d ply felt by a mdny lsr eli Lpe-cia,11y irl the state's early 

years) sociali m provaih·.d d:' t:h(~ domi.nant -('conomic id o10'Y, 

albeit with significcmt (U ..c, nt. J 'raelptid.ed b rl.>clf on prm'id

i':ng:·hQu.~tng, jobs, ond basic nced. to h r ntire popuIat.i-on. The 

at te' $ imnligrant HatUX0 . roquLred SllCh pr.ioritic . Rnlated to 

thi w a p we r [;nl commJ Lm('11 L to ecouon1:l.c deve.lopme,nt nd mode.:rn,.. 

izotion with which v n thu am:i "soci" 1L t identified. Thc>} com.:" ,., 
bin tion of Zi0 n,ism. modernization, nd ,'~cialism forms what 

S ooha call h ~l '~; t:ri.ple id ology: 

The triple, id ology ",hieb IIll~Fltes ~1thn.icity has bl"en 
so dom,inant over he: 10. t 50 years that one ca,n look 
in vain for I-> 'rious d'viations frOlD it among Ori(m~ 

ta}s. My sun,Y-Qy of pronouJlccments by Orie.ntal spokes
men., etlmic publications and progr mrl'l0S of ethnic 
olee ion li:,t~ shows a broad Gonsensus wi'Ch tho .'t h
I ished ideologies, The toted t.arge~t is daUn i Le ly 
ethnic intq;rflLion, and S p.Jr tion is out of the qu s
tion. . Even theL"Io 'rns~-roo,t ethnic Up:ri5il\g~, 

the \-illdi SuI ill riots of 1959 a.nd 1.11(, Black Panthe.rs of 
tbe 1970's, ~rre intrgTutiortist. S4 

Such a wid pread cons·cnsus suggc t that the content of Is ra

el'~ political culture is adapL;Jbl cnou~lJ tQ act:olOmodaLc chlnr.(~~ 

in the :soci ty It its attituldcs. TJ1(~ baSIC vI31ues have r mHill(.'d 

constant, ·but the mph, ~ s 118V(' lH'el1 flexible, thereby making 

consensus possible. Charl Li bro'n nd Eli ~or Dop-Yehiya docu

m nt just such n ~ubtle evoltrtioll ihtneir book, Civ'] R ]i ion in 

Isr8Q.l. 1'hey argu thatei:vH reli.giou ist:he myth~. cr cds, and 

ri·tudb "which legitim Le t·he social ord' r, unite the population, 

and mobilize the sOGi.ety's m muars in pursuit of its doroinan·t 

poTH ieal goals. Civil religion isthaL wh~ch is most holy and 
------_.._ _ .. 

,4 Srnooha, p. 77 . 
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ions possessed by ls'(aol since before 1948, cOtlc&ntr<lting 011 the 

level of tlpp:roprintion 01~ content anti syrnbols (rom .traditional 

Jnd'lisllL The illflucnC(l of traditional nd igion, of course) rcbl~ 

forccsL:bo mOT 1 c mponent of tlH~ political CllltUl:' mcnt::i.om~d 

:rlilli~:LoTig they pe:r,cl) i v<' ( OC1,lUst Zionislll., statis.m., ano.th nf>w., 

more ttadHiot1aHy.J wi. 11 jvil religion) is not n. arJy (IS criti~ 

xLr rnism <1$ the. 

Senstls.; 

Liebman 1111d D011"'¥ 'hiy D.. t-.'C 11 s Smooha not&\ the sl:rol1g con~ 

sen~lJ:' for. t!:l:() cnre values of Israeli polit.ical culturp.. In fact., 

argu s Liebman, "civil r~}Ligion:implies al1 elern nt of consensus 

or, to usc Dllrkheim's i.'orllluliltion, a c n. c iOll neSs ·of '11101'(11 uni

ty' and a l1nod for napr4'lsotltl.ltion of LII.JL mora] unily by sacred 

symbols,"S6 Both cite re:,ults of opinion polls "proving" that 

ne·arly al J .J '\0/, tlgr withLb 'se con~ values. What neither Smooha 

nor Liebman qll' L ion with p.r.OpOl; rigor is t.he d!$pth to ,,,hieh these 

values an, held. 110w strollgly do Oriental Je.ws, hailing from 

authoritarian) traditiOJi8..1 societl.Q.s, believe that democracy, 

sociJ~lism, and 'eg.11il rL nJsm are the only prOptH grounds on which 

to base a stat.e? Even mar·e impo:ttant, is there a danger that 

Israel's value cunson. us, so vital in maintaining stable, modenrte 

55 Charlo, Liebman and EHezer non~Y¢blytl, Cjvll Ub.g1on i.n 
Israel, Berke ley, CA: U1'livers ity of California Pte. s, 1983, 
p.i.x. 

5 6 Ibid. p> 1L 



democracy, could bn}f,lk down under piJrt:.icuhrly llnf VOl' ble circum

stance ? 

The histOl:it 1 'coilLin 'l'nCiN. 'disCUS1'>l'1c1 :i.nt.IH~ prnviou ·ch, pter: 

the L(dHlIl0.SB ~YQr., 41nd ne in t s ret;Lram t t.. comLinnd \-.' iLh th· chal

lenge of ~jei1" Kahane's intrusion lntotuo: l$r;J.e.!i body politic 

calls r·he stabHi't:.y of Tsratt.:li p.olH:ical cultur inlo que tion. 

Si.nce. Kahana violat.edthe long-standing t U 0 ngi1 inst quc-stion tng 

the legitim.acy of d rnocnlCY in rS)~IHd and of c()exist.erlcc(~ wHhLh 

Arabs, th~) overarchin' hegemony of Israeli poLi.tic<!ll (culture face 

n challenge. K hl1n<' (confr<;)uts Isrflol's politic/d. values not by 

n~jecting the idf' tJf Il ~)(}\dsh state (of; oLh rs have done\.ithQut 

succe~s), bue by currying the idea of J wi h state to its 10g

ie,J] exLrnme. And thet(~ is logic in Kahane's questions about a 

growing Arab minority, namely I WbJ3t will Israel do if the Arabs 

become iJ mAjor .i.ty? Tf lsr-.')(c 1 must choose., w.ill she be (J Jm:dsh 

sLaLe or a denlocracy? The mere posing of these quest:ions in pub

lic is a real danger for Israeli pol itical culture, and therefore, 

for Israeli democratic stability. This is one of th(~ most impor

t:llnt issues emhedde,d in the K'lhanc phe.nonwnon. If Hl(~ valu0 <:.on

semms erodes too far, Israel's potential fOl~ (3xtremism lllay be 

actualized. 



Chapter VII
 

CONCLUSION
 

Kahtlne I S e<i1'(~(H tl,S h ','10 of t.he J(~wjsh Defense League and K ch, 

in addition to offering n illtunin Ling cG::;e study of l'ight-wing 

e.",trernisltl, 1(laos us to 80m gell rc 1 COliC 111. iOIl:> (11lout the nature 

of pohtics that warrant, elucidation and summary, First, Kilhane' s 

Cilr pr 11 Ips expla :int.he paradox of lsra '1' 5 mOd()nlte poLitical 

history despite' cliP. cxislt'nce: of mny [ae.tors that promote extr<-,

mism and instc)hility. The contributioll of political culture in 

expla.ining t.hat paradox und€tTscores t:J'H.\ tremendous power .wielded 

by abstract. value.s in pres .rving 01' destroying poUtical stabil

ity. Kahane's direct eha11 lI~e to that politic.ll culture. not only 

highJigl\ts features of JSJ;af~li value systems, but it also raises 

dangQrs associated wit.h an extremist mix of religion \":i.th poli

tic!;. Kahane is dang'rous ·not only bc;cause he attacks the. value 

consellSUS that pI: serve, Israeli democracy, but also because his 

uncompromisin.g reI i.gious fun.damenta1ism threatens to unleash pas

sions and confU.ets that onght to be restrainf!d. 

Israeli society rests tlpOn Westcru valu(~s of democracy and 

(~gfl1'itarianism which, in larg> part, ensure IH11: friendly relatio·ns 

with Wcst:ern democrad cs , specially the United States. Israel 

depenels upon these alliances for indispensable military and ,v:o

nomic aid. He<lnwhile, Kahane's intra.nsigent anti -Arab ·l.ance 

- 139 
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t.~hr 'atrn:, Lo " t off u dyn~lmi c of I'i-neli ali!211atioll from Westorn 

pluralism I"hich, if ctlrri·d through, would '(C'•• ulL in tsracl's 

isolation from illl1('5 he CflU:U 1 l)l'ford to 10 tL .HOW\$VBr, 

[nLot i.rnagine that his political 

pcrfOrnUl!DCe 1cu<18 ina d.hecti01:1 that would undermint~ lsroel' s 

sccnrity. The in,<;}sponsiblo tHlture of his aC'tiQllS aoes not DCC]):! 

t'o KahtnJe 1>. tlll~C. he. cpitomizc::vthc !'f\thic of llltimi)t ends" that 

Wie:he·r. so pu sjonOlly Ivaru,d against in "Politics as a VOclJlionl'.l 

llY applying Lhat Ot:h0..1'-t.,roddloyethic to the political sphere, 

Kahane tbreat,ons lsr (:1 uo:th With internal violence be\t.ly,t'cn, Juw's . 

and Arahs and with intnrn-ationlll isolation, Thus I the man who 

c pouse' Lh{~ mOSl- url:t(~l(M)t;ing Israeli nationalism is uctllall.y 

woxiting dire.ctly c.ounter to Isra.el's natio:nal int;ere.sts. 

Bnfore discussing how ,thE! don 'rs of Ka}liJ,nJ'~ axe el\.lcidated hy 

Weber's political ethiCS, 1 1.1.11 review whmt has been dpmollstroLed 

thus fnr in this thesis. In cl'l<'Jpters two, five, and six, thE: 

i5811 s surrounding Kahane's f,jlte in Isr8el came to light. In 

chapter four, I rev i cwcd the hi8tor.1c81 r(:~ason [or Kahone'::- ncar 

miss in tIll: 1973 elccti.oDS, thcclevE!D p,ats or r ,lative obscurity 

that follmved, and his n~.C(H1t surge or popularity, For many 

years, contil1g~nt hi "tori<;al ftLctors constrain'd: Kahane, who 

r mainedumvi lUng to cOI1lp'tomisehis ta-dSiGal vi \\' to (lCcoll1wodate 

public opinion,'·· J'inally, the tide shifted in his favor. Israeli 

politics moved -deddedly Lothe right st:arti11.g with Begin's 

election in 1977 <l.nd continuing into the 1980's. The Leht"l1)~n 

1	 I'lax W(lber, "Politics as a Vocation") in Fr m Nax \~ uer, 11. H. 
Gerth and C. Wright 1'1i115 ( d.), New York: Ox'ord Univcndty 
Press, 1946, 
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campaign. in~lc d o( un"fytll: Lh populaLioll lik pr:vious 9rs, 

,polarized IsJ:8di soc i ty ,lnd promp d clwrg s of b trilyal (rom 

both sid s of til" pol i i (~<11 :;PCCLfUlll. 1rrcsp<!Usi.ble conomic 

polic.ies dosigned t0p:rom~)L(' n,gin's ro-election. i.n ;l981 , /Iiong 

with the financial 'burdml of tht: T,cb.:l!1ol1 \';ar ,triggered D drastic 

(~COllomi.c crisis wIdell thH frustrated Israeli p()pulnc~ kn '" could 

only be cured by s ev(>,l'(! ilusLeri-:t'y metlSllrHS ($ echapt<'r f i v ). 

Continued terrorist nttack-: by Arahs on Gi,viliansin 1St" el salted 

an Alr.eady [erst ring ~"ol1nd. Whe.n B gjn retired in 1983, he:l't'.ft. 

Kahane could not Inive a. ked for more ptopit.ious':1ircum. t n for 

his J.984 campa ign. and h.:is el(H.:tion should mit lw.ve come as a 

~ly analysis of thes'truC'tu.ral dctcrminan Ls of extremism in 

Is rae 1. does 1U(}n? tllfw merely corrobo'l:'at €l tlH~- predictabi 1. i ty of 

Kabane' s election; it sll~L'esL~~ L1lilL 0xl1' 'mi 'In :-:.hould be a cOtlstant: 

plague in Israel's political arnl1lL According to the political 

scieJl.ce JitenJture on whAt promotes d(~mocrnticinstability. Israel 

is ideally suit<'. for chronic politicsl uphotlvaJ. In Ute poli.ti 

cal realm, Israel's proportional r pr se.ntation system. lack of 

formal constitutional restraints, unrc olv d nd salient political 

issues, (1S \0.1('11 As a notoriously un)' straint'ld style of politic 1 

rhetoric a II conspir(~ against moder£ite., stable d(~lf1ocracy. Econom

ically, l.srael's rate of developnlent and rece.nt stagnation are 

also putative sollrc~~s of (Dctrell1ism. Aftl.r cxp'r ioncing speody 

economic de.velopment (a destabilizing factor ill its 1f), Israel' $ 
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economic growth falt:cred, causing ncollomic p rformance·to lag 

b'\\hin.d exp ctati.ons Furtt1f~nI10:rel a.s a country fall in some-where, 

ceptibil:;Lty to ex~r lIIiBm is intensified. ·l?il1fllly, l'r ~1i .odal 

structl,UEa provides addit iona 1 sourc(~s of po l;itic.a.1.tcn ion lIR we 11 

a.s likely particip~LS and targets for xLr misl'l1.
 

religious and secular Jl'.l.... Or i en t:aJ. s ancd· Europeans. find he tween
 

.klo;si1nd Arabs are aJ 1. pre~arious f/:mlt lin0-s '\ ons \o,Illich xtre~;.
 

Orientals, originating fromllon-d timer Lie 

cnltures and pen.eiving tli'm:;e.lves as aggr j ev d in 1 rael,. ant 

likely candi,dtltres for prote, L in ge.neraJ. ond low status backlash 

against Arabs in particulax. In short. we saw thol:t Israel's 

political, conom~c. anrl social structures all suggost that demo· 

craUe stability should be unlikely in Isr~H~l, and that. something 

like ~,'!.~.b "sbould" have ernGrged long ago. 

Nevertheless, lsrdcJ' s d(~ll1ocracy has bElen stable and its inc 'r 

nal protct mi.ld by ilny standards. Ny survey of Israeli(i~"(tremist 

gronps indicat:es that lsr&wl has been free froU! radical PTotEIS'L 

exc(!pt fOT a few relatively short-I ivpd mav ~m('nL.·. 

specifically the Worli Salib group and the J3Ii:lckPaltllwrs, wore not 

chaLlenge to thC' o0.maenlt :i.e pol it ieal s tructn;re" but demands to 

be incorporat d inLo Lhe I':tabl ihhment, even to the. point of 

demanding the E'jg!l~ to serve Is r 1 Ln t..hc llrm d forces. Even 

GushF.nmnim, oft It mentioned as a radical challeng group, eame to 

a '!1.0dus vivend~ with the n~tablishment (see cha.pter five). All 

other extremi51l1 h<'15 b~cli confin d to isolated ind.dents or to 
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small group. \,j h no int4\ution of participating in .ct r 1 poli 

tics. R 1igjol1~ 2 olloLry". for exarnp1e, is acomrnOi1 occurr nee in 

vl'r. ('x Lends beyond locaLtz:ed" s:qu. hb 1 _, 

lit: i -I\r: band srrti-democratic !Jlo'mcnts 

besides Kilh;nw's 1w" I ('_'isted in Israel, (for e.-.:umpl , :the re:cent 

Jewish lhldcr.sround)th(~y have opted to confin h ir act:ions to 

rtmdom cL of viol nee eschewLtl"g electot'~lpol.it;ics" Thus, 

s~('ntlally ,II II .do'!,', is the £:i.rs'L Israeli to voi.ce 

r.aoJ.st, .nLJ-dcmocrnLj(' "j('\"5 <}:, p.:Jrt of an electoI;·alplatform. 

in 37 years 'of' st:at.(·hood. ('spi t.e the s -cmillg 1)' in('xorable s truc

!::ur::.Il inclinatio.t1 for 'extrernism,Isr 01 has f8C('d but. on radical 

ri.ght.ist e.J,cLot·ol ell" 11 1I,1.:P.to her system, and tha.t from an 

American-born immigrant, 

Our analysis of Ke.hane h)d llS not only to this paradox, but 

01150 to its solution: the role played by Israel's political cuJ

tuX,,), Kahan(~ 1.s uniq\l€) iII Jsraeli history not because Ills views 

are uacon cntion I. but. be ause he chill tangos the basic values 

upon whi.ch 1ST eli pol i l i .s l'(' b ::.ed. These be., i. values, the 

politicaJ cultur , ~pr lit pritnilriJy from th s c.ular Zionist nlove

mants, but aro laden with th.e ethics and symbols of -tr d.i t:ional 

Judaism. 'Emanati.:11.g from a Ellropeanenvironment, these values 

refl(~ct a (:o·nc r'n fCH:d;eUlOcratic 'B~nlitari8tlism and a. passion for 

creat lng a stttt:e on a new, higher .,planeof morality. Israeli 

politicalcultu:re, in slighl.ly vadlo,d forms; Ii, been aimos t Ul1 i 

versally €lmbraced by lsraelisof all backgro lid,' nd political 

orilmtations. (\i: the .very 1 <; t, the pO'Htical ell 1tur has set 
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the houndndes of "ac(';r'ptabil ily [or th polilical r 110 by dictat 

in" the· groundrul. (or polilic 1 b h vior nnd rh l.oric. By vio

lating the. rul s of lhe y!' tem. f\ h(lfl ha' been d n tcd the demo

crati.c protcctionsnorm~1,1ly clIjo) -d by ;politica.l actor in Israel. 

Kahane do ~ nul m ely ~dvoc it.. ' npollllarpositioJ1.s,. he,'h s sLruck 

a raw llcrv in Lhe 1 l-acli l'·Lnbli..hmcIIL Dnd population atlraTgQ. 

His rej etion f til- b i.e: v 1u 011 nsu profl1pt.cd Lhe e.tabli 11

Jrte!lt' s obsess:i.v~} r ct ion to him that T des(:ribod in eh pt.<~r two .. 

Sinc(~ flO ·poUCi,c;al. 1 acler b· id s.Y{ah-arl1c, t10 matter hawd. 'ma~ogic_ 

d.1rcd to hr k Lh rul '5 nd laboos erect d by the political cul

tll·re, IS:tuel,' spoliti _ I eu Lu _ 11 s ove:rc m('l the liang rs po cJ by 

her structure.. I'll impilcL of l!>r '1' s political c'u) ture so ov r 

whclm<;d h('.r political .,t:,ructnl:'C that it provid~s a comp llillg c so 

in which stru.ctur 1 vl,lriablcs < re u_nxQliab]e~ i.ndic tors of the 

level of pol Hicnl l1phr.[)vaL Our: analysis of Isnrel sugg _ts th·at 

the abstract v8HH~S uf the pol.itic,)lactoTs shQuld be: -ll primary 

variable consult· d wh II o'lllolyzing h' prosp cls for poUtictal 

sLobiJity. 

It is prccise.1.y becl)J~sc Israel's deroocTacy dep<~nds 8,0 heavily 

on poll Lics.! cultllil:e thett Kahalle is so ullnge'rous. In 1\m(ll~i.Ci'l., for 

instance., oven though the v 1UQ y::;L m is importaJ:lt, the political 

and socia] struc:tur . minimize the impact of extremism ( ee chap-

tor four). Israel' d mocra(~y, however, is more tcnuou·s, and 

relies heavily _on an abstract valu' consen:;us. Kahal1e challenges 

that value consensus ,aL1.d his rec fit suce sse signal that it is 

b~ginning to rod.. EV('f1 iff ir K h nC!. never ri' s Lo a position 
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of iriflueri(;.@..,. .my dl:fnks hi. id J put in the armor of Israel i 

polili~lll culturC' h va r p Tell Hjon~for ISr[4k~1's ft}ture.The 

danger is thoL }{(lli ne In y h vo op n d tlte door for future Hxtre.

mist Lo 8~ 'UIOC' pO' i l.j on wh i roll d L 0 v j 0 1[1 t t.he bounlisset by the 

preIJiOllsl. c.ro·nnc.:L v Ill' 011 'IL,'US. If so;thcn Lhat COTL::. HSUS 

may dete.rior~t(' co t.ll floiI~t \.'hOT' it will no longer btr able' to 

prese,rve. (I mocTOCy. 

Butt!::icpeis·'l1'IOLhM. l"qlllll1y camp lHng r n on why Kahane is 

dang'rou Tn ell pt. r hnw, 1 llnnlyzcd I\oh, n8' S idl'O] ogy, show

ingthnt iI. cl r,' vos [romformatj Vtl exper j .nces in his youth , his 

fnm'i.1y ba'ckgrmH1d, Rod his singulaJ:ly obscs iVli }:H~tsonality. In 

the polit.ical ar nn, T c] s'ifi d his j(LO]Ogy as re'Hgious 

totalitariMtism. n oLh r-worldly (;rvcd distinct. from thB totali~ 

tarian;fsms iltialyz d by Arendt. und Dtb rs. KllllilnO, and other 

religions tot:alit.arians snch as Khomein:L, so,(~k t,o trOIl~fonn all 

ilspect.s of life by wiolding unlimited state pO\.;r.~r, wo:rldly power, 

to achieve o,ther~worldly goals. The' goal of the religions 

totalitarian~ ;is wildt mi1k. thC'!1l so differ It frama Stalin or a 

Hitler. R~'ligJous totaLitarians d'~itH stilt(~ power in ard<n' to 

m' k society confN'mto the demands of an established religion, 

Thus, t.h(~ir ultimate goal is something more that their OWn power, 

it is a divlnelyordoin d end. As such, thl'lj r programs ar!~ abso~ 

lute, unGompromisab 1(', lind most important ly, unconc 'rned wi.th 

practical consequeHCt3s. 

Wl'! can turn to Nux TN her 1..0 ulldcrscorewhy religious totalitar~ 

ionism is so dangerous. W(,b8T was a nationalist and his political 

,i. 
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ethics reflect his (\011(: e. 1:J,'1 for lob lHlt\'ivalof :nat;iOn.-st8tCS. 

Th.is is not 1:)oc.Buse he harborl'd ny noti·Qns ahQutthn jnlrin. ie 

superiority of Gemwns or any olher nOt ional group, but b ca\!!'; he 

considen~d internationalist D5pirotiol\s to bo uL.opian. W ber 

realized thot politics I1E\CC ·sarily involves co rcion ring ViolEll'tce, 

and so, if the nation is to survive, politics must b c. ~dllcled 

only by thOSE~ with the proper s 'os' o[ propay-tion and rcspoJl::iibil

ity t.o tho natioJl<J 1 commun ity. Kahane di'l.ims to be .n~spon ibJc ttl 
,;~ 

Israeli national jnt. rests, bUt; in 'fact, hecomplot ly ignores 

the pr<lcUcfll eff<;~:ts of his policic.. 11:18 very presence in ·tha 

Israoli body po1.J.ticthH,HilLcns to l)nd rmin d moe-racy; spark vio

allies. As an ot.her~\<Jor]dly religious t;otalit rian, Kahane is 

Hnaware of the pri;lcticraJ., thj~s~\...orldly, dal'lgers he. poses. Thus, 

.in Wnbar's t.orens, Jw pursuns the "ethic of HIl1mate Hnds".2 

I<eligiolJS t:ot.alJtari.anism, as defined f!bOVl~, epitorniz Io'h t 

Weber refers to as the et.hic. of ultimate nds and ctmtrastsh·ith 

the (~thic of r0 pOllsib:ility. As Weber put it: 

there. is an abysma 1 contTH t bti1:WCCf.l conduct. that 
follows the rnaxlmof an ethic of ulti.mate ends that. 
is, in religious terms, 'The Chrl tian do. rightly 
and ] eave.s the rtl-sult with the Lord t - - and conduct 
that follows the maxi.m of an ethiC of responsibility, 
in which case one h<ts to give an a,CCOU/1t of the fore
seeable results of one's Dction.' 

Politici.ans who oboy the ethic of responsibility may be said t.O 

act, in Weber's terms, with instrumental rationality, si.nc(~ their 

sights arc set on the consequences of their oct lOllS a.s well as on 

zWeber, p.l20. 

J Ibid. 
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the go 1'" pursucdtndth'e lllcaDS employed. Conversely, the (-);thic 

of ultimate ends d'liie, ,my r ~ponsib3"l::i,t)· 1'01' l:hc consequences'of 

ac.tion so long n., one acts in 'accoxdanG'eI.;ith the pr s rjhed 

maxi.m. Thus, the ethici):l . l nc(' of 1'1 politi.cal proph t. who Pll:r~ 

SU .' tm cth i(1. of ultimate l1.nds is inappt'opri<:lt,(~ for r' pons ible. 

political behavior. 

By tJ:tJs \4cber does not moan that politicians shollld be emotion~ 

lhlt pa,.' iOIl nlH.$1: b combill!' 1 with "s fee,l;i,llg of 

r ::;pollsibil:J.ty, and (~ sense of proportion". 5 Thus, when w'eher 

says, "~1l1 C'lhic of ultimate fmds and ajJ c"thic of responsibility 

are not ahsolutB C liLT. sL~ but rath r suppl.Aments, which only in 

unison const:itut,e a g'l1uine man -- 8 III n who can have the 'e l1ing 

for pol.itiCS·I~, lH~ do'. not llI~~un th.'lt politicians CAll justi.fiably 

(:lct according totlla ethic of ultimate ends in the; poliU,cal 

sphere. Weber mCHdy mean,s that to be "called" into pol itleR 

requir & D C 'rtain passion, but, once inside the poLit::i(~111 sphere, 

pa.·sion. mil t be 111ade suborcUnato t.O rcsponsibi1ity and propOr

ti(Yl1. 7 "Only he b s thec31ling for politics \.01110 is sure that he 

shall not crumb'!;;ewhen the world from his point of viet" is too 

stllpi'd 0, 00 hast' for wlHlt he wants to offer,!f8 Such a man is 

4 Ibid. p. 11S. 

S Ibid. 

6 Ibid. p. 127. 

7 )0, eph SOflre~, Grildunte Seminar Paper, unpublished, 1985. 

8 Ibid. p.128. 
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mature enough t.o fi ht fQ,]7 what he believ ~ in buL c n accept 

com;pxornisc when he !f!);ilst'O achie-ve it. Thus, [or \¥'cb('r I onJy the 

ethic of responsibility h s (;my plac{~ inth~~ PQliLiclll (It' no. 9 

ThnCOT1 Cl"juC'lIc.;c::; of apr ly ing th+, (~t:bjcof ultimat,(~end8 to the 

politiCIJ] sphere. .111' ~~vcr, (','pe-clally since,for W{~bElr, "the 

decisive meatl$ for poliLicfi i~v:ioJence."lD A such, politics 

cl mands ll,o lllmo. t c 1"1" 1I1d r(lsponsibility, and political actors 

\\rho se k oll! ·r-\.;oddJy ends without de.fer,(~ncc for this-worldly 

t,raine.d viol >nc'. 11 For \oJ h, Kahaneaud otherreligiot).$ totali 

tar ian:;; al~'e Pllt®I'!:1J.'lyu:U[it (or mod rn politi C$ , Gj v 'n t.h . t. ntlQUS 

basis of poJ.iU.cal . t bl I ily in IIi:u;:llel, the (lthic ofultim tn ('nd~ 

is pdrticl,lJ.arly lwrl1011 Chert<. lAs disc\Jss0,oQ above" Israeli 

dcmocnlcy has survived tlnt;i.lnow, in part, h CflllSC its pol i.t:ical 

culture proscribed Illl <an:t.J: -d'or.no(~rntiG and r6id.st polici0S. 

ReLigious z 'aIals 'sdl w politic-, Lher by limiting the political. 

participation, V'1I o( Ortlodax Jews, to those who are willing to 

C0111prOllllse j that :is J t,o,Lho c ('mbrllcing th ethic of re.'ponsibil 

ity. K<;lhalW .is tho. fixst Israeli polliit: i ~ t<) act unabashedly 

according to an ethic of ultiml1tecllds, s(,eking to mold Israeli 

society acco:rdiJig t:o his conception' of Ood t S wi 1.1. . "He who seeks 

9	 This is not. meont to imply that Weber beli:eved politics to b<! a 
r aIm in \"hieh (\v rYOTll'l follows o,r eventually would follow the 
ethic of r.esponsibi.lity. In "Politics as ¢l Vocation", he is not 
telling us "wbat i:;", rather,' 11I~ is prescribing "what ought to 
be" , 

10 Weber, p.121. 

II Ibid. pp.124-126. 
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th-e salvation ()f the ot~l, of his mvn and of others, should not 

and)' ignorc.s his tJdV:i<:;,(l, he thrusts hilllseH completely and tffholc

hart dly i,uta the} pol:iti(::-al sph re, oblivions to 'the dangers he 

pos s. 

Therein lies the principal cllall(~tlg(! of the entire Kahune phe

nomenon. His r·1 igious totwli.ttu:ianism prevents him £1':'001 a<:lopting 

all ethic of H\ pan ibil.ity; ond his ambition prevents him from 

n:m01Jl'lcing pol1tjcrn as a voc;lt.ion. As long uS he :is pe;tnd.ttc.d, 

R h8ine will participl;\te in polttics, blindly pursuing hi ethic of 

inflammatory rhetoric fuels the [1 rn' of Arab-J"e\,lrLshconfronta

t:ion, promoting intel'na1 violellC,e in Isr:tteI. His di's nC from thE; 

Israeli polttieal cul'ture end,mgers Israel's del11ocrat.i.c sUibi1iLy. 

Finally, Kahane's grm,illg promiJl(!Ic und rminos Israel's COIntl1Jt

Tf hi~ id 11::

begin to take hold, lsnHd could face disastrous isolation from 

I,'r \CiiL(H'n ,11LLes. Thus, Kahn.nE~, Hhiin ellilimingt:Q \\Ii'Jrn brae1 

about her mo' t immimmt dangers, actuaLly embodies Oft (I o£ them. 

~~ Ibid. p.126. 
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