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Informant stated that a Press Relations Board m0et~ .. 

. ' (UI~~Sw~:l~t~~n~~~~~n~~~ai~l~~,;r;;;,~o~ i ty on July 18. 194
9.¥~V 

:'.RTHUR LOURIE 
' REUVEN D~FNI (at that time Israeli Consul at Los ~ngeles.) 

I. L.	 KEHEN ...........,.,.
 
':,U) ..... ~.	 MOSHE YUVi~L
 

HARRY ZHIDER
 

Informant stated that LOURIE had welcomed D:•.li'lII:·back 
from his trip to Israel. Informant stated that DLPNI reported 
on meeting which had been held at Tel Lviv and reported on 
certain changes (not further identified) at thu office in Tel Aviv 
following the departure of ABE r~~R1~.N (who 1s presontly Director 
of the Israeli Offico of Information in the United States and 
who is also Counsellor at the IsrQoli Embassy in Washington.) 
D~FNI stated that he had visited the now office of P.I.O. (Palestine 
Office of Information?) and felt that GERSHON LGHON would be of 
great help in coordinating all tho various' offices of the Israeli 
Govermnent. He stated that the matter of public relations in the 
United Stat os had been. discussed at a meoting held at S14.RETT's.'\.;.". 

~{{:~~eF'~~H~;~~IT~;.~~~eXiniStor) . The mee t1ng had been
(U) .. . ' 

ELli~HU EL~TH _i~ 
SHIL01~H (Probably nEUVEN~IHLOl.H, described bJr T..7 

\ '. as BEN-GURION's right-hand man and also in charge
i of all Israoli intelligence.) 

PE......RLHi.N\AI IWHN (identity unknown.)
 
...~GRON


(U) '/xl
.j Di.FNI 

DtFNI reported everything had been thrashed out 
thoroughly and that some excellent suggestions had been made 

.~ until lt came to the question of money. Informant stated that 
"	 

D:~FNI said he had been infopr,led that the Consulate in Now York 
had a specis.l budget allocation of ~lOO 0. month for telecommunica
tions with Los Lngeles; that he felt thct tho Pnlcor cables should 
be toletyped to Los £ngeles daily inasmuch as the Jewish Telegraph 

-I Lgoncy roaches Los ~ngeles two days after publication. Informant
 
stated that KENEN reported that the Palcor Sorvice directly to the
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NeVI Yorlc Office had started on June 20, 1949 and that one member of 
the staff spont nmch of tho day dccoding and stoncilins Palcor cables 

~:.,:..' and then sent it air mail.to Los Angelos, Washington and Canada • 
. (U) ",."D.l~P:tUrQPQ:rt.~g ....that his offr'c-e.._~nd the Wr.shington Offico had 'tY 

worked out a cOd.e:sothatcI~i.ssfrred:mO'sSag6sc6Uldbe.. transmltted.A 
;.'. 

.	 Informa:lt stated that a mC0ting of the Press Relations .r ....~~~~~~~si~e;;~sO~t~:~~:~b~;~t,,,=i~il::i:~~wn,s. ulate in i'Jew York 
.~(U)	 ~ 
,I'· ELr.:.HU EIJ~ TH 
i RUTH GOLDSCHMID'l' (Director of the Research and R6ference 
r" Division of the Israeli Office of Information, 
I	 ~Ie York City.)
1\	 ~·103H' RElIT 
1\ 0/5	 HAR ZINDER '" 
I . 
i	 Informant stated that EL~TH stated that the plan toI": j publish an American edition of tho Palestine Post had been 

~scraF90d due to lack, ,oJ; funds and the. t l~~l Speaks" would be . 
i continued; that ABEf.'F'EINBERG and D; H~AHL hud approached ELl.TH 
i with a view to securing Government assistance and of improving 
, the paper; that no funds t-loro being solicited. ET..i.i~TH wolcomed 

their proposal on condition that the paper follow the Government 
,	 line and not become involved in internal Zionist friction. The 

board agreed thE', t close 1 i 0.:1. 8 on be maintained with '!J:srael Speaks" 
and that in the day to day relations the New York Office should 

; deal in technical liaison prOViding material to tho pupar, and 
, the Washington Office should deal with the question of editorial 

(U) .l....:p().~ ..~.~..~.IOl,:3 ... ·~~,~h.~~.~)}(? ..f~[,lm.~.l:rqJ.;>lb.Qf .....the.... PU.bl.iC.... Hola.t.ion.8 ....3oQ.rd.~ 

-j Miss GOLDSCmUDT suggested tha,t a better Tel .L'..viv
 
~ I correspondent be secured for the paper and that the board take
 
i . i an interest in improving tho quality of the news and feature! 

~ .. (U) i~~~~~~~~·:~·~u~.~.?!.~~:~ ..P~P?t..)(	 , 
~ \ . Informant stated that following tho meoting a short
 
f; conference was held with FEINBERG and WAHL on ''Israel Spea!{s";

'J't- that EL.i;'TH reportod to them tho board's agreement to provide
t ..· ,additiona.l material and assistance to the paper. ELl.TH pointed
 
i'- ~6ut that the paper vlould be given confid6ntial briefing but in 
'l'tUl~n thfJ Government would oxpect the loyal cooperation of the
 

jpaper •. FEINBERG assurec:. tho board on this matter but said the t
 
i~he ed~tors would feel free to conduct the paper as an independent
l: ~ \pUblication and to cri ticiz.o the Government (of Israel) when . 
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I i·t felt necessary. EL~Tn said that the board would fully respect 
the right of the paper to do so; that the only COl1CGrn vms that 

OjSIsrael Spellks"mlght become :.l factional organ; that the board 
.J~~l~~~<>CZ~~::~:"~:XaelSpeaki' as long as it weB advantageous 

T-3 reported that a meeting of the Pub~ic Rolations 
:;' Board was held at the Embassy in Washington on September 16, 1949. 
, ...(U)ItHwas.~tt ended..hy.thrq:f.'9~~'?~~:t::~':"A 

i ELll~H~LATH 

; RUT~GOLDSCHMIDT 
) HITl~ GROSSMAN 
f ESTHER HERLITZ (Hoad of the Americen Desk, Israeli! Ministry of Foreign Affairs.) 
! URIEL HEYD 

(U) '. I '1. L. KENEN 
,e.. "'.... ~ MOSI~N 

f 
Mission to tho United states in 19 and subsequently 
First Secretary at the Embassy,) 

....···,·..."...X.. f ARTI . IVERHAN'l' (former Press Attacho 4°8 the Israeli 

l~RTHUR LOURIE 
MOSHE YUVAL 

" \ H1~RRY ZINDER 
If' 

At this meeting LOURIE discussed his ~rip to Israel. 
(. LOURIE also reported that thoro was still $50,000 in the treasury 
, - from the B.R. fund; that $10,000 had boon set a,Jide for an un

definod programithet ClS,OOO would b~ turned oV9r to tho Public 
Relations Board, and that ~~DLI (Secrutary Gone~al, Israeli ~1inistry 

(U)···t?f .. FQr.o1gn.':~ff.I:l,:i,.:J:'~L~~~p~()P.E'!'~~ to give the Lor; i~ngelos Q!£!,ce 
~p3,000 for in.form~_tion wor'Ic B.bove....ahd··be'Yond ..the:w15jOOG.~ 

The employment 01' rt~RI~YRKIN was discussed and it 
Has mentionod that her employment had been approved but that 

(u) it was not clear whether her salary would come out of the board's 
·bUdget.H~ 

In.formant stated that another Public Relations Board 
, _ meeting was held at tho Consulate at New York on October 17, 1949 
"t (U) .. andthatit ..was.. ~:1:;tQnq~·4.J.Jy.:X .' . ...." 

MINU.AAIDOVITCH (Who at that ti~lewas Assistant to 
the Press Advisor, Embassy, Washington.) 

.~. - RIT.f:. GROSS!1:~N 
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1. L. KENEN 
MOSHE KEREN 
i~HTHUR LOUHIE 
HL.RRY ZHIDER 

.
 
. " Informant stated that Dr. KEREN announc ed Z INDEH I s ~ ,J .:i • .... . resignation at this meeting, which was to be eff8ctive Novembet~J: '$~~ 

Wl 5,..~949. ZINDER stated that for the timo being D~VIDOVITCH ~ 
would··CiirryuOnhisW:Q:r'~.•.~ 

Informant stated that the P~e8s Relations Board 
meoting was held at the Embassy, Washington, on November 3, 

(U) .. 1949 and t:ha t ~~,:",a~~~.~?~ded by the.£~~~~()~.~:ry~~~ 
··.·· ·· ····VI~;O~RNSTEIH 

RITI. GROSSMAN 
hVR~a~ H~RMON (Who was at that time Israeli Consul 

Genera.l in Canada.) 
ESTHER HERLITZ 
1. L. KENEN 
MOSHE KEREN 
ARTHUR LOURIE 
Mt'..RIE SYRKIN 
MOSHE YUV....L 
H::..RRY ZI1'DER 

At this meeting, according to informant T-3, the 
composition of the board wa.s discussed in view of ZDID~HIS 

resignation. The original membership was composed of ELhTH, 
LOURIE, ZAMICHOW (BERN1~RD), D~·.FIH and KENEN. Mis s GROSSI-IAN 
Is.tor replac ed Zl..MICHOW. It was agreed that Washington and 
Now York would select the names of porsonnel to attend subsequent 

~:~~~~f~ !~~~.;~¥l~.~.;~~.~~.;.....~.~~.~.~.~.:.I.~.~A~~~i~~.). ~i~;~~a~~;~.:~~:~

(U) ........."U"
 

At this meeting Miss HERLITZ announced that Dr. KEREN 
had been appointed to coordinate tho policies of public relations 

.:(u).ii<?:r:'kJ,ntheJJnitodStates.. X 
Informant stated that a Press Relations Board meeting 

was held en December 16, 1949 at New York City and it was attended 
..... bythe.fQllowing;X 

RUTH GOLDSCID1IDT 
RITA GROSSHAN 

- 13
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ESTHER HERLI'rz 
I. L. KENEN 
MOSHE KEHEN 
ARTHUR LOURIE 
MOSHE YUV..:~L ' 'f9~ ~1/ 

. $l%>~,. 

was 
by: 

held 
Informant stated t~~t a Press Relations 

on December 28, 1949 at Washington, D.C. 
Board meeting 
and was attended 

• 

ARTHUR LOURIE 
MOSHE IGmEN 
I. L~mN 
MElR a~LIT (at that time SiliiLIT had recently been 

':'appointed Assistant Press Atta.che at tho Embassy.)
HOSHE YUVi~L 

MINN1~ Dl.VIDOVI'l'CH 

Informant statod that at this meeting the question
of asking Hi.HIE SYRKIN to help with the News Letter (~)Ublished.. 
by the Israeli Offico of Information in Washington) was again
brought up. ,KEREN agreed to talk to Miss SYlUCIN on his next

j trip to New York • .), f 
Informant s ta tad that a PIlCSS -. ReIn tions Board meeting/~ was held at the Consulate at New Yorl<: on January 18, 19.50 and 

that it was composed of the following:t 

,".'
" ;"~' j VICTOR BERNSTEIN

1 MINNA D:.VIDOVITCH 
• RUTH GOLDSCHMIDT. RITA GROSSMl...N 

1. L. KENENI
 MOSHE KEREN 
:;.~ l\' M~THUR LOURIE 

Informant stated that KEREN reported that M:.RIE SYRKIN 
~ • was ready to assist in the production of tho News Letter and 

'She would bo responsiblo to the Embassy. 

Informant stated that at this meeting the question 
of arms to Arabs 'tvas discussed; that Dr. KEREN had discussed with 

\ (Jewish) organizations tho serious situation arising out of Egypt 
,receing arms; that the balance or powor in the Middle East was 
lcompletely changed by this movo and it would be advisable to contact 

',", ; \, 
, l 
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the major papers in order to refute Mr. ACHESON's letter to 
Congrossman Ji.VITS. Dr. KEREN was against asking illncrican Jews 
to make pr·otcst. KENEN suggested that action be initiatod at 
the Security-Councilor that a story be leaked ~t Lake Success. 
KENEN pointed out that it would be difficult to got support ~~S~} 
from tho papors since tIl.';) question of arme.monts was pert ,of --r'" : '\Ei 
the East-West complication. BERNSTEIN suggestud thQt tho organiza
tion which had made a prot(~st on Irt:.Q, POGR0I1S could now communicate 
privately with the Unitod States Government. Dr. ~~REfinallY 
asked KENEN to sook editorial support from tho Tim d Herald-
Tribune and KENEN proposed that KEREN approach DRE ~\RSON. 

In connoction with this discussion of arms attention 
16 directod to information set out above concernins the efforts 
being made by tho Israelis to change the policies of the United 
States State Department. 

-.T-3 reported that on F'ebrut.ry 20, 19.50 n. Public 
Relations Board meeting WRS hold at Consulato of New York City 
and it was attended by tho following: 

.....	 EL Ii.HU ELi:.TH
 
VIC1' OR BEHNSTEIN
 
I'-iIi'lNl. Di~ VIDOVITCH
 
RUTH GOLDSCHMIDT
 
Rlrr~'.. GROSSI1[",,:N
 
MOSHE KEREN
 
1. L. KENEN
 
AHTHUR LOURIE
 
TJIil.RIE SYRKIN
 

InJ'ormant stated that a Press Relations Board meeting 
was held at New York City on Juno 2, 19.50 and it vms attended 
by: 

REUVEN D:~lt~NI
 

AVRj.Hl~H H.:'~RHON
 

MOSUE KBREN
 
I. L. KENEN 
Id\THllH_.1'OURIE ,./ 
ISi.u~~OSEnCHAHZ (this is YITZSI-L~~ fu.N~OSElJKR.L·.NZ·who 

was employed ~s ~ssistant Pross ~dvisor at the 
Embassy on May 1, 1950 and who was terminated on 
Septembor 22, 19.50, according to T-6.)

RUTH GOLDSCHMIDT
 
:U·:r..... GnOs.sl:h~I
 

~P,Xr-TT
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he, together with the Press Division of the Foreign Ministry,~~ ~ 
had moved to the Prime Ministor's Office and that the exactW!e 
relationship between his Division and tho Press Attache abroad 
had not been d&cided upon definitely at that time. P&~RL~~N 

in answerlng DAFNI' s request to be returned to ;risl t IsraEll 1\tSE€'R€'".. 
to personally set out his position in a dlsput8 in which he wa~ 

opposed by ELI~HU ELATE, statod that tho matter would be taken 
up within the next few woeks and that the foroign ministry was 
very jealous of its personnol and would have to decide whether 
at that moment members of their staff serving abroad should come 
to Israel for visits. As a possible solution to DLF}TI's requost

O/S	 PEARL~~N tells him that his best bet would be to make application
 
to return to Isra01 through ESTl~R HERLITZ,who w~s at that time
 
.·~cting Head of the i.merican Division of the Foreign Hinistry,
 
and PEAnL¥~N concludes by stating that when ho gets a chance to
 
talk to anyone else of influonce ho.would do so and trusts that
 
his attempts would be successful. PEf~RLM1"N s to. ted in conclusion
 
that he himself had sent a note to ESTHER HERLITZ strongly
 

·reoomrnending.. D.:...FNVsvlsit •..:;s( . 
In connection with D~FNIts desire to visit Israel,
 

T-3 stated that D~FNI departod Los Angelos for Israel on Juno
 
.......~., :J,,949 P.I'lQ.: ..r.~t.\l,1:'n§.<::lt..Q LQs .L~ng.e.len on JUlY ..15, 1949 •...~
 

In conncction with D..:'l.FNI's dlferences vli th EL.'"TH 
the information furnished by T-3 disclosos that th~re was a 
constant squabble between the three Offices of Information then 
existent in the United States (Now York, Washington ·and Los i:a.ngoles) 
and that DAFNI was of th~ opinion that public relations work 
should be decentralized and that I. L. YillNEN was as rosolute 

('U) that public r.elations work.. .9hould b.e Oo.ntra.liZ.€,ld in.one Off-ic.e··.X 

In connection with DhFNI's visit to Israel it is
 
pointed out, supra, that immediately upon his roturn to the
 

O/S United states he reported to tho Public Relations Board in
 
New York. It is also noted that D~FNI makes referenco to a
 

..) . shake1JP in ls.rf),.o.l. ..af't~r. thQ Q.epa.:rt.ure Q!...i~VRl~Hj •.M JiL.RNQNll .
 

J 
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July 20, 1949 to KENEN reflocts that RITi~ wa~ probably flying ~ 
tho 28th. 'rhis messago WE,S not a Dl~j~T message. It is also . J 
pointed out that at 'thePT'OS3 Rolations Board meeting in New Yonk ~ 
on JUly 18,.1949 RITA GROSSMAN was not in attendance and that 

................... ...
 --- '" lshe had attended allpI',rVi·ou"meet~ 

bl 

0/5 

( -
It is pointed out that the Public Relations Board, 

which sot policy for the Israoli OfficG of Information in the 
United States, was composed of the ranking Israeli officials 

ri. in thtl United States, with the; exception of the Hili tary J:~ tta.cho
11 and members of Israeli s dolcgation to the United .Nations. It 

........:;,."...•...•,~I~.;...•.•.;.:. is also noted that the maj ority of the DAAT messages dealt vii th, 
.. : mainly, matters pertaining to the United Nations. 1. L. KENBN 
I> was Director of Public Relations for the Israeli delegation to 

;WU) utheumUnitedmNationsanduui~RTHURmLOURIEmwasmanmaltG.rnat.Quo.ologa t el'~~ 
bl 

~,.~·fisl..
k T-3 state~ that on Harch 1,' 1950, REUVEN Dil.F'NI
 
I; advised THEODO~~LLEK (nt that time Head of the Lmerican

1: Desk, Israeli Foreign Office) of his thoughts concerning the 
1 future of the Israeli Offico of Information 1n the United States. 

~',J. DAFNI called KOLL~~IS attention to a report made by S~ENEN, 
,';L.,. which report consisted of the activities of the IsraeLi Offico 

of Information and which report contained two appendices, one 
by RITA GROSSMfl.N and tho other by RUTH GOLDSCHNIDT. The KENEN 
report also contained a confidential report on relations between 

- 18 
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Washington "·.nd New YOM, and KENENI s conclusions f1..nd suggestions 
for e. futurE program. DI:.J<'NI stutes that KOLLEK must remember 
when they fir8t started tnlking e.bout an Office of Information 
in Now York, which office was to combine military as well as 
poli_tical information; that at the time the question of a v[eekly 
or biweekly publication was raised; that during the long weeks 
and months that followed this question was constantly discussod 
in the regular biweekly meeting of the Public Relations Board 
either in Washington or Now York but that for roasons inherent 
in the personal struggle which went on between fU..ZY and SY nothing 

(U) came. oi: it.•......... {H,i ZY, accord1ng.to T"'3.,.iS.Jli..RRY.. ZINDER.• J ~
 

T'- 3 o_rl vised that in the main Di..FNI criticised KENEN 
quite strongly and set out tho differences which nad arisen 
botvleen the three offices of informv_tion. Di..FNI also advised 
KOLLEK that he was forwarding a report of Mr. ROSEHYJ'....·.NS who had 
been helping DLFNI on matters of public relations and information 
while his wife, l-lINNl.. Di.FKI, was confinod (a child Has born to 
the D~FNls on November 1, 1948).' D~FNI stated that ROSENKlt~NS 
~as leaving his office in a few weeks but had boon in Los ~ngeles 
long enough to get a good picture of what was happening and he 
thought that KOLLEK would be interestedln having his report 
as well. He reminded KOLLEK that ROSENKfu~NS was th8 Foreign 

t:diku)~~~i~~i~~ii~~alestinePost for quite some time and was well 

:~;\'''':'<'''' . 

It is interesting to note that DAFNI and KOLLEK 
talked about an office of information in New York which "would 

(U) ···comb·ine····military····as····well··as... poli:tical ... in.formation.I' ....;i( 
T-3 advised that ho had no information concerning 

'~.U) ~~!.~~~~~~~ r:~.~.~~.ta~~~~~.~~.~t~;.~.s:~.~.~~.~.~:d~~~iN~~:R;~~;~~.. ..~.~~ 
The KIDiEN Report covers the operation and activities 

of the Israeli Office of Information in New York for the year 
1949, It is stated that this Office of Information served the 
public on behalf of the Israoli del~gation on the United Nations 
and the Consulate General in New York. Functionally it is divided 
into two sections, the Production and Distribution Division which 
processes information into news releases und publiDho3 and 
disseminates documents. It is under the director of Miss RITA 
GROSSr~~H. The Research and Reference Division of the Office 

,,,,' deals primarily with information for tho general public. This<.s·.. :~·· division analyses clippings and files all periodicals, and is 
und er~~~.~t..:r:~c t i on of M~~~ ..~UTH(J:~~~~~~~:.i~?T.~ 

- 19 ~T 
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The report contains a great many statistical accomplish
<•• 

ments (such as documents, news releases, pamphlots, etc., published 
(U) ... _anddlBtributed.)~~ ioP . 

The report further stat8s that beginning September ( '~RET 
26, 1949 the distribution of a weokly news sorvice was begun. ~T' 
This service is identifiod as I.S.I. (Israel Service of Information) 
and it is sent to hnglo-Jowish nowspapers, Jewish organizations 
and individuals. The report further statEJs that fr0quont 
conforonces wore held with roprosontatives of the Jewish agencies 
and the American Zionist Council to discuss public relations 
policies and techniques. It statos that the 104 Hntiona.l Jewish 
~gencies in New York receive releases and constantly a~k for 
news oditorial advice, foaturo muturiul and photographs and had . 
cooperated i~ helping p~o~ucc.some .of the m~re ir;:por~Slt publica
tions by bUyJ.ng and distr~butlpg+.l:l,r.eG..quan",i.tioo.J•... 

...................................-..........•..........................................•....•.....•..•................•.•...............---.. - -----_.
 

The report states that the Office of Information 
performs extensive service for the United Nations delogation 
in other than puroly pres s wo.~rs in the. t members of the staff 
had pr8pared preliminary surveys on United Nations major problems. 
Informant s ta ted that a ttachod to KEHEIP sreport was a lrwmorandum 
ontitled "Relations botween We.shington and Now Yorkll and Itproposals 
on Function and Juresdiction". With regard to relations botween 
Washin~ton and New York tho memorandum states that it was prepared 
as a result of the visit of Foreign Minister SH~RETT. T-3 advised 
that this section of tho report was a detailed itemization of the 
differences which had arisen between the offices over functions 

.<.,1 (u) .. ' and j~!.~~t.l.:!9t..:t,9P•.. HX 
In concluding his report SIL\RETT makes a numbor of 

proposals and offers detailod argument to support his conclusion. 
iU)~~s proposals (wi tho~~... t~~ argument) arEJ.~~fCl.~~<:)~flJ.X 

1. The Government of Israel should have one central 
office of information in the Unit8d States. 

2. The central office of information should be in 
New York. 

3- The New York Office of Informo.tion must remain 
(U) ·with·····the······U·.N, ···de·legattbh····ahd····tho··Corisul1itc·~· 

4. The Information Officain New York must be
 
responsible finally to the hmbassador.
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5. The Public Relations Board should consist of major 

Israeli officials in this country and should be concerned with 

matters of polic1es--not impJ.ementation. 

6. The Washington Press Attache has a major tusk 
.'~"'.,' in the nation's capitol • 

Under proposal 6, Y-BNEN set forth the :following: 

a. The vJashlngton Press AttClcho has a full-time 

assignment handling the Washington newsp~pers and Washington1s 

many columnist and commontators.whose articlos arc syndicated
throughout the country. 

b. His basis of operations is in the National Press 

Cluh, tho pross galleries on the hill and press rooms in 

GovGrnment offices. He briefs radio commentators and courts 
business and magazine specialists. 

c. He collects intolliGence, meeting press attaches 

of other Embassios, pUblicity mon of na.tional political parties, 
Con~ress and Government officials • 

. ~. d. Washingt on is a c1 t Y of pars anal contac t. The

~l\ Washington Office is a goodwill and intelligence outpost for l
the Governmont. It 1s not an office of information in the senso 

bl('\nL.a...------------------
iJ[~o:::f~p~r~o~d~u~CE.t!i~on~~an~d--.9dl1~s~t.rr1i12b~lu..:tt.:j;'..Q.l:l
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1.'1 l'U!i J:!iV~i.Lu"i.'1'10N l1.ND CONCLUSION
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