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RENO, NEVADA, HAS

1S DATE ADVISED THAT USDJ JOHN R. ROSS,
< _

CAR§6; CITY, NEV. %%

“REQUESTED HIM TO HAVE INVESTIGATION MADE OF POSSIBLE
CONTEMPT OF COURT BY SUEJECTIPRIOB TO, DURING AND SUBSEQUENT TO POSTAL '
VIOLATION TRIAL THIRTEEN?H INSTANT WHICH RESULTS.IN JURY ACQUITTAL AND

OVER WHICH ROSS PRESIDED AT LAS VEGAS, NEV, ROSS DESIRES TO CHECK

POSSIBILITY~0F CONTEMPT ARISING ouT OF PRESS RELEASES GIVEN AND. ARTICLES

g

T —————.

WRITTEN BY GREENSPUN REGARDING THE RULINGS AND CONDUCT OF THE COURT.
M e T .

VROSS HAD HANDLED DIRECTLY WITH |AND DOES NOT WISH TO INVOLVE USA.(

MADISON B, GRAVES BECAUSE.OF VICTRIOLIC TENOR OF GREENSPUN-$ ARTICLES

RELGRAVES ALSO. REQUESTED FBI 'MANDLE INVESTIGATION AND ADVISED

e T TS T T -
BT SPRRRN S B

- prt—

INVESTIGATION CAN BE LIMITED NOW TO REVIEW OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES. HE

i L TR *‘:r.::r—"‘-—v T T T e e

SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED NEWS RELEASE MADE BY GREENSPUN ALLEGEDLY THERE g

FOR PURPOSE OF CONFERRING WITH ATTORNEY, REQUESTED GREENSPUN-S NEWSPAPER,

THE LAS VEGAS SUN, BE CHECKED FOR PAST SIX MONTHS AND SPECIFICALLY
MENTIONED ISSUES OF APRIL TWELFTH, TWENTIETH AND TWENTYFIRST INSTANT,
AS HHAVING STRONG COMMENTS IN THE COLUMN "FROM WHEKE I STAND". ROSS

'HAS "TOLD, HE WILL WANT TO REVIEW REPORT AND AS ALSO REQUESTED

[0 PREPARE A BRIEF. BUREAU-S INSIRUCTIQN REQUESTED. ‘ ﬁ?c
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\*Court on charges brought by Post 0ffice authorities.
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Mro Rose‘\ " DATE: April 26, 1955

Mr. Evans ?L/~ o o »/{

HERMAN M?GREEN‘SPUN_, WA. | B
CONTEMPT OF COURT -

Assistant Unlited States Attorney, Reno, Nevadaj
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contempt of court in which Greenspun was recentlyeacquitted

of Senator MeCarthy,

. Greenspun, notorious and.controversial owner and
publisher of "Las Vegas Sun," was tried in U. S. District

At the-
request of the Criminal Division in memorandum 3/18/55 the

UNITED STATEi‘GOVERNMENT

_Harbo

/™ Gandy

has N
rsquested review of recent news articles written by Greenspun"

b

“'of charges that he wrote articles tending to incits assa351=ation

/

Tolson

Boar:
Nicho
Belmoht

Mohr
Parsons
Rosen
Tamm-
Sizoo

¢ Winterrowd
_Tele, Room

Holloman -

Bureau conducted a jury panel investigation in connection with

the trial which investigation was completed u/u/SS

Salt Leke City teletype li/25/55 advised. Assistant
United States Attorney, Reno, on behalf of trial judge John R.

Ross, requested contempt of court investigation regarding news

artlcles written by Greenspun prior to, during and after the

trlal with particular reference to articles concerning rulings

and conduct of the court.
regarding the vitriolic tenor of articles about United States
Attorney Madison B. Graves. Assistant United States Attorney

Judge Ross reportedly also commented

requested investigation be limited at present to review of. "Las

Vegas Sun" for the last six months specifically mentionlng
issues on 3 dates in April and stating that Judge Ross de51red
to reV1ew the investigative report.

ACTION:‘

Salt Lake City was 1nstructed by teletype u/25/55 to-
recontact Assistant United States Attorney and point out that
the question of whether the news articles constituted contempt

is one for the United States Attorney and court to decide and

FWJ ecb‘éy

54 A}{ 1319
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the only 1nvestigat1ve action desired appeared to be the securing
of pertinent issues of the paper. Since the substantive case
handled by postal authorities involved newspaper articles by
Greenspun, postal authorities undoubtedly. followed his press
comments closely and may have retained copies of pertinent issues
of the papers. : : &

- Salt Lake Clty, therefore, was instructed to suggest
Jto the Assistant United States Attorney that he consider
requesting the Post Office authorities to handle the current
matter as a direct outgrowth of the substantive case 1nvestigated
by them. ; ; o
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S$UB)ECT : HERMAN M. GREENSPUN, with alias - : S

CONTEMPT OF COURT ‘ ) R gd?mn
: andy

l

- U. S. District Judge has requested Bureau ass1stance in investi-
gation to determine whéther news articles written by Greenspun constituted

contempt of the court in which Greenspun was recently tried. Greens 's
trial on charges that he wrote articles tending to incite assassin Yon -
of Senator McCarthy resulted in his acquittal. . ¢ —

«
Greenspun, notorious and controversial owner and publlsher of

"Las Vegas Sun," was tried in U. S. District Court on charges brought by
. Post Office authorities. At the request of the Criminal Division, the
Bureau conducted a jury panel 1nvest1gatlon in connection with the trial
but the substantlve case was -handled in its entirety by postal authorities.

On 4/25/55, Assistant U. S. Attorney, Reno, on behalf of trlal A
judge, John R. Ross, requested Salt Lake City Office conduct a Contempt -
of Court 1nvest1gatlon regarding news articles written by Greenspun
prior ‘tos” during, and after the trial with particular reference to
articles. concerning the rulings and conduct of the court. . It was
requested that the investigation be limited to a review of 1ssues of
the."Las~Negas Sun" for the last six months.

: On Bureau instructions, Salt Lake City Office suggested to
‘U. S. Attorney request for this investigation be made to postal -
authorities who had handled the substantive case and, on u/26/55, ‘the
Assistant‘U S, Attorney indicated he would request postal authoritie
to handle the matter. . o

. % ; > . »L-,
salt Lake Clty teletype 5/2/55 reflected A331stant U. 8. Attorney
further discussed this matter with Judge Ross, -who req sted that FBI.:
ake the investigation pointing out that he considere e contempt of

court a distinct offense from the substantlve posta%g 1olation é?;é_yiaw_

RECOMMENDATION ' . ~ CEX-17% @‘;3%

LDMA}
There is attached for approval a'teletype to Salt Lake égt<)1955

Office, instructing that investigation requested by Judge Ross =be -
instituted immediately. . This action is being taken sincse it appears

the judge is looking to the FBI. to’ resolve this matter which directly- ‘?%?V‘
concerns the dlgnlty of hls court.
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; ' _ ‘ ‘ ‘ _ Mr. Tolson ’
) : G ’ Mr. Boardman__

- : . . Mr. Nichols___»
) . ) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - .+ | Mr. Belmont *__
A A U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . i . Mr. Harbo
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: . , Mr. Parsons.____
‘ Mr. Rosen__.
MAY 2-1955 | ‘ Mr. T
\ o My, S‘;’_guc‘ SR
TELE . E ’1;1;1.6 . ‘v;{):omrrowd__
. Mr. Holloman
Miss Gandy.
FBI SALT LAKE CITY - 5-2-55  12-34 PM MST RJW
ECTOR URGENT L 2t

HERMAN: M.‘¢GREENSPUN, WA. CONTEMPT OF COURT. REMYTEL APRIL TWENTYSH-_M

b7C

LAST. AUSA] ADVISES HE HAS FURTHER DISCUSSED THIS

MATTER WITH uUSDJ JOHN Re ROSS WHO HAS REQUESTED FBI MAKE INVESTIGATION,

POINTING OUT HE CONSIDERS COMTEMPT OFFENSE A DISTINCT OFFENSE FROM ALLE‘

POSTAL VIOLATION AND IN ADDITION, ATTACKS BY SUBJECT AGAINST POSTAL 1

AUTHORITIES MAKE INVESTIGA'I’ION OF INST MATTER BY DIFFERENT AGENCY |

WE. INV, DESIRED STILL LIMITED AT THIS POINT TO NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
AND PRESS RELEASE REFERRED MYTEL APRIL TWENTYFIVE LAST. BUREAU-SM,.

INSTRUCTION REQUESTED. . - & . 4
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Mr. Tolson—
. Mr. Boardman—
> Mr. Nichols—
. FEDERAL BUREAU 0F INVESTIGATION ' Mr. Belmont—
U.S DEPARTMENT oF Jusice %idr. I;{ai?m y
r. Mohr..——
' ¢ Mr. RoggfeZ—
MAY 1o 1625 & N 4|l
| o &/”?ﬁ J’H Mr, Siz fé& —
! Vo= ¢ | Mr. Wintérrowd-
TELETYPE vy ¥ | Tee B
~ Mr Holloman

FBL,SALT LAKE CITY 5-13-55  2-56 PM NST  BLB |p

IRECTOR URGENT

& ) ' . ,
HERMAN M, GREENSPUN, WA, CON TEMPT OF COURT. REBUTEL THIRD INST:?{/ ,L_,/

ﬁ?/AUSA L RENO, NEVADA ADVISES NOT NOb NECESSARY TO OB“"
GREENSPUN- NENS RELEASE IN JASHINGTON DC., DECEMBER TWENTYFIRST LAST
OTHER THAN;,,THE WA\’{' IT APPEARED IN RENQ AND LAS VEGAS NEW SPAPERS, ADVISES

V.

MATTER MAY BE SUBJECT T FURTHER CONSIDERATION AT LATER DATE AFTER
REPORT WITH ALL PERTINENT ARTICLES IS REVIEWED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF

PRESS RELEASE T0 WHOLE PROBLEM CAN BE CONSIDERED. UFO NEED TAKE NO
FRTHER ACTION AT THIS TUEE, 8 44 ﬁ,‘ Q |
CORNELLUS ‘WW T J i

END AND ACK, PLS! - Tt ’
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/Mr. Nichol8——
/ Mr. Be\mont—-—
Mr. Harbo———

BUMMIJNH:MIGNS SECTION . : ‘;‘:I;‘or
MAY 12 1935 ) ) 1

r. Sizo0.e—m—
“ﬁr Winterrowd-

TELETYPE 4 Tele. Room——

FBI SAMf LAKE CITY 5-12-55 3-49 PM MST  GP

DIREATOR AND SAC WASHINGTON FIELD  URGENT
HERMAN MILTON é%%ENoPUN, WAes CONTEMPT OF COURTe REBUTEL MA LEVEN.

WITH REFERENCE TO PRESS RELEASE BY SUBJECT IN WASHINGTON, ﬁ. c.,%é¢£;7/
LAS VEGAS REVIEW JOURNAL REPORTED SUBJECT AS STATING INDICTMENT RIGGED

AND TWO CABINET OFFICERS, TWO Us. S. SENATORS, FEDERAL JUDGE, JOHN

ROSS AND USA GRAVES WERE CONSPIRING TO SEND HIM TO JAIL. . IN LAS VEGAS
SUN ON DECEMBER TWENTYFOUR, FIFTYFOUR, SUBJECT CRITICIZED Rgp@RTING

OF LAS VEGAS REVIEW JOURNAL AND REFERRED TO THE STATEMENT AS UNTRUTH-
FUL AND DISTORTED. JUDGE ROSS ORIGINALLY REQUESTED THE OBTAINING, OF ,
INFORMATION IN THE PRESS RELEASE. . NOT DEEMED FEASIBLE TO REQUECT le/
ORIGINAL AP OR UP RELEASE BUT IT IS BELIEVED WASHINGTON PAPERS WOYLD

MORE LIKELY. REFLECT IMPARTIAL REPORTING OF STATEMENTS. 1IN VIEW oF

ABOVE BUREAU REQUESTED TO RECONSIDER INSTRUCTING WAQHINGTON FIELD

TO REVIEW WASHINGTON PAPERS. .BEQORDED~48 <2f§a57 ;?

CORNELIUS. = .2

T 11 MAY 37 1955
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DIRECTOR AND ZZRTWASHINGTON FIEI;; URGENT (Aﬂﬁpélﬁafd,
HERMAN MILTON GREENSPUN, WA HANK GREENSPUN, CONTEMPT OF COURT. SU 00
BUDED SEVENTEENTH INSTANT. FOR INFORMATION WASHINGTON FIELD, GREENSPUN
RECENTLY ACQUITTED IN TRIAL FOR POSTAL VIOLATION AT LAS VEGAS, NEVADA.
USDJ JOHN R. ROSS REQUESTED REVIEW OF ISSUES OF LAS VEGAS SUN NEWS-
PAPER, PUBLISHED BY GREENSPUN, FOR PAST SIX MONTHS AND NEWS RELEASE
MADE BY GREENSPUN WHILE IN WASHINGTON, Ds C. FOR POSSIBLE CONTEMPT
ACTION, REVIEW OF RENO, NEVADA, AND LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, NEWSPAPERS,
WHICH bIFFER IN STORIES, REFLECT AP AND UP DISPATCHES INDICATING THAT
GREENSPUN HAD PRESS CONFERENCE AT WASHINGTON, Ds Co ON DECEMBER TWENTY-
FIRST, FIFTYFOUR, IN WHICH HE ALLEGED CONSPIRACY TO CONVICT HIM AND MADE
STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE JUDGE BEING QUOTE BEHOLDEN TO SENATOR MALONE
END QUOTE AND EXPECTING TO GET FEW QUOTE BREAKS END QUOTE IN CASE. /fﬁi
RELEASES AS APPEARING IN NEVADA PAPERS WILL BE SET FORTH IN REPORT.

UACB WASHINGTON FIELD WILL REVIEW STORIES APPEARING IN VASHINGTON Do Ce
PAPERS, OBTAIN VERBATIM 'CONTENT RE STATEMENTS MADE BY GREFAISPUN AND

ez

SET OUT IN REPORT FonmaﬁvTH oF Cégg)OF RZ;OPT DESTGNATED FQR USA,
RENO, NEVADA. ﬂﬁﬁ@RDEW-49

" CORNELIUS o .
€% WE. ROSER—__ 4 ,9» D 9
END AND ACKN  Avo-surenvsen — 7< 5 ,5

INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION ‘:7 '




Aseistant Attornoy Ganeral '~'?t f-f-%glﬂi?fl'";‘ s 7.-fff.f'“
'*Z: Varren Odney IIi R ”:f"JQ]rﬁ&y.26{,l?SSg;*”

Di t 2 T&I
RECORDED=90 roctor I
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&ated %ay 13, 1955,3i.n P e B B w1 TR e - B2k

. Fhere ' 1ched o‘ eopy of tne repoft B e,
ef %peeial Agent ‘daged May 17, T
19559 ‘at 8alt Lako Clty, waich pefleets inveetigaa e
. %ion requestoc by tho United Statos Attorney on-"
behelf of Us S. District’ Juége Jehn Ro Roee,.-’
carscn City, Noveda,:-~‘ , Sl ; ,

e 4 In view of your Pequest that the Poport R LRI
in this matter bo submittod Go. the. Criminal . i e o S T, W, D
“'Pivision beforg any furthor investigation is' RN P )
‘f conducted, no furthor action will bo taken in . . . -
ff_ this. ma ttor in- the absonso of a. requost from youoj‘

"”ijNOTE},’Investigation in this ' case consisted of & review of ,!tré
"L 2w news. articles: written by Greenspun to determine . o
: :whether they constituted contempt of ‘the ‘U..S. SN
.~ District Court in’ Whlch he was- recently acquitted
»oommmde oL TS T L Y oft charges ' brought by the. Post 0ffice Department -
e e oo i that +he wrote: articles tending to incite the ..+ -
o thwen o0 S0 . -assassination.of Senator McCarthy, - Referenced | °
:% /memorandum from Olney dated.5/18/55 requested. . ' ..
<.t .that upon completion of the review of- the .newspaper
‘uff[;articles, no further action be _taken: until the: .
U=l matter was. submitted to the “Criminal: Division.r“ o
_ﬂi”Thls memorad&ﬁmﬂfukther'advised that similar .- e
‘- instructions had been issuedpto”the(Unite&%Statesf
Attorney.,iii-.m,lwh,i. NG e e
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# FormNo 1 .
THls CASE ORIGI

S Vegas Sun- newspaper, publlshed by subgect, i
; X N -éxpressed: partlcular interest. in: a press. relgase
_1made~"by ‘subj ct from Washlrig’wn, D G 'f‘for pos's:Lble contempt,of court: .
v:gctlon agal t's ubject; ii ~recent trial. of- sub,]ect'fori- ;
~ Hérno and Las Vegas, Nevada neWSpaper article L
'lndlcate sub;;ect made’ press reléase- from Washlngton, Di Gy 12/21/514
ut; - s’oorles ‘in ‘papersi diffe; Subjeét quote as’ statlng he- belleved
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