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and Key Community Leaders

FROM: Mrs. Moses P, Epstein, Chairman
Department of Information and Public Relations

SUBJECTs THE EICHMAMNN CASE

It is now almost six weeks since the Eichmann trial opened in
Jerusalem., During this period we have carefully monitored the
cormunications media of the country and in this memorandum will
transmit to you an evaluation of the public relations impact of
the trial on the American public,

In order to present this evaluation in its proper perspective

however, we must review briefly some basic considerations which
& ffar‘inq&nt‘“ played a role in the shaping of public opinion on the Eichmann
’ case ever since - just one year ago, on May 23, 1960 - it was

MAY 0 13951 ‘ announced to the world that Eichmann was in custody in Israel,
TPV V| L::L_) The opposition forces in the Arab, Christian and Jevish com-

. munities were quick to sense that a trial for Eichmann in lsrael
with its review of Nazi atrocities would tend to strengthen nrce
‘Zionist sentiment throughout the world and mirht cven expose
Nazi-Arab collaboration., Thus, an intensive campaiegn was
instigated to discredit the trial itself, focusing on leralistic
arguments,

During the initial weeks, the daily press of the naticn was

rather sharply divided on the question of the propriety of hold-
ing the trial in Israel. It was said that Eichmann would not get
a fair trial in Israel. The Protestant and Catholic church press
particularly was highly critical of Israel's action., Christian
theologians who in the past had criticized Judaism as a religion
stressing legalisms above moral considerations were now, strancely
enough, critical of the "Jewish abandonment of legalistic procedurecs™
in favor of moral principles. The latent anti-Semites, too, were
encouraged (now that they had a vocal ally in the Jewish comunity,
namely, the American Council for Judaism) to enter the fray, sore-
times in the most vehement and bitter terms. Producers of TV and
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Radio programs, always happy to feature a controversy, lent themselves %o
this campaign, not necessarily out of ill motives, The Arabs in thiz
country denounced the trial in the harshest terms.

It became necessary almost from the start, therefore, to conduct an
educational campaign on the Eichmann issue to reach molders of public
opinicn throughout the country, stressing the moral issuves involved, As

. early as June 22, 1960, the AZC distributed its memorandum, "The Case of
Adolf Fichmarn". This was followed on July 28 by a second note with which
additional literature was enclosed., During the early months of 1971 ve
distributed a kit of materials (see attached sheet) on the Tichmann case
to thousands of religious leaders, both Christian and Jewish, as well as
to writers, educators, and communications people throughout the country.
During this entire period we have been in close touch with the n-n-Iionist
groups all of whom, we are happy to say, saw eye-to-eye with uwo = tnig
issue; they also engapged in large mailings and, by close coecper:tiir,
duplication was avoided, '

Some improverents in’'attitudes cn the Eichmann issue became apparent in

the £all and early winter, doubtless as a result of the massive educaticnal
program in prorress. Recognizing this, the hostile groups in late Februery
and early March, making one last desperate attempt, made strong cfforts to

revive all the original eriticisms and achieved some short-lived sucerszes,

notabtly in the fields of TV and Radio.

One of the difficulties for us = and one which we recornized frem the very
start - was the unusually leng interval (over 10 months) between the canture
of Eilchmann and the opening of his trial., Taking advantage of the deep
interest in the case by the communications people, the opposition thus had

a long period of time in which to continue to rehash all of the old ergurents:
Jurisdiction; = should TIsrael speak for all Jews, - etc.

It had always been our conviction that once the trial got under way and the
extent of the barbarism of the Nazi atrocities began to unfold from the lirs
of the victims themselves, that all extraneous issues would disaprear in the
face of the harsh realities of the trial's disclosursz. The past gix ol
have proved that this assumption by and large was the correct one. ‘Vdi-
torial comment in the press of the nation and on the air has been overvheime
ingly favorable. The legalistic issue, which once seemed so important, hac
all but disappesared. There is now general agreement that Fichmann ceuld

not have gotten a fairer trial anywhere in the world,

There remains however, it should be noted, a small minority of the rress,
~especially in the South and the Vest, which continues to express oppesition
to the trial being held in Israel. Also, the church press opposition,
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though lessened, continues on a considerable scale. The situatisn is emme
that calls for continued vigilance and counteraction asz the trial. -rill
continue in all probability until late June. There will undoubtedly be
continuing comment even  after the verdict is given.

Please continue to monitor the press in your area, including the church
press, for comments on the Eichmann trial, Should you need assistance
in formulating replies to attacks, please call upon us or our nearest
AZC Field Office for such help. The enclosed material should be helpful
to you., Additional ccpies are available. .

Kindest regards.

-MPE:LD
Encs,




VMATERIAL AVAILABLE ON THE EICHMNA!M! CASE

The material listed below is available in very limited quantities from this
office or from your nearest American Zionist Council area office:

FULL TEXT OF INDICT!ENT OF ADOLF EICHMAT!, February 21, 1961

NAZIS AND DAZIS COLLABORATORS (PUNISHMENT) LAY, 1950

BIBLIOGRATHY OF RWAENT BOOKS ON ADOLF EICH'AIN, Department of
Public Relations, American Zionist Council, March, 19561

THE CASE OF ADOLF EICHMAN!, Americsn Zicnist Council, 1941

THE EICH!%INT CASE: SOME QUESTIONS & ANSWERS, American Zionist
Council, 1961

- THE FICHIAIN CASE, Anti-Defamation League lews Bulletin,
March, 1961

John 0'Gara, THE EICHMANN CASE, Reprinted from The Cormonvenl,
May 12, 1961 _

Dr. 3. Andhil Fineberg, EXCERFTS FROI IEIDORANTUM O THE BICHMATH
CASE, American Jewish COmmittee, March 8, 1961

Jacob Robinson, EICHMANI AND THE QUESTION OF JUPIS“ICTI‘T
Reprinted from Ccmmentary, July, 1960

Patrick O'Donovan, REFLFCTICTS CN THE EICHAINI. TRIAL Renrinted
from The New Republie, May 15, 1961

Miltcn Katz, THE ROLE OF LAY IN INTERINATIONATL ARFATIRS A5 ILL1Gw
TRATED BY THE EICH/AN! CASE, Reprinted from the lew Jersey lov
; Journal, January 12, 1961

Father Adamo, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Rectery, THT IFS3ON O
EICHUAIN'S HATE, Letter to the Editor of the Fhiladelnhia
Inquirer, April 29, 1961 .

Department of Information and Public Relations
lay, 1961 ;
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SATURDAY APRIL 29. 1961

wenlLetter of the Day socere s

The Lesson of Eichmann's Hate

To the Editor of The Inquirer:

There are those who lament the trial of Eichmann.
They consider it ad unsavory act of vengeance. They im-
ply such behavior is unbecoming to the civilized citizens
of our sge. Perhaps they even view the God of Ahraham
and Ixaac and Jacob as an anthropamorphic projection of
man at his barbaric best.

1 do not relish the rise of such lavender-and lace legal-
ism which considers crimes as illnesses to be cured. Such
soft sentimentalism belittles an even-handed justice which
takes a life for a life. It even places legalities above human
rights: it would permit an Eichmann to go {free hecause he
violated no statute. because he had been kidnaped from
his sanctuary in Argentina. But Israel needs no legal justi-
fication for this trial. It possesses already six million
human justifications. Let justice triumph.

Certainly, it is cruel to punish the insane or irrespon-
sible. But I am left cold by any appeal to spare the cold-
;)‘l‘ﬁoded criminal. Punish him mercifully, but punish him

y.

No, not for Eichmann shall I shed one tear. Let the
tears fall in memory of the tender Anne Franks who were
blasted in the springtime of their lives. Let us weep for
the babes in arms, the newlyweds so full of hope, the old
% men and women who spent their final days on earth in a
deepening nightmare. Let us hope they are heyond harm
now and rest peacefully in Abraham’s bosom.

Above all, let the review of the savage slaughter of
tix million Jews teach all the horror of hate. We can learn
from such sufferings that any time we hate others because
of their race, or the color of their skin, or their religious
way of life, we are sowing the seed of another Eichmann.
Let us recognize the truth that Dachiu and New Orleans
are kindred places whose cruelties differ in quantity not
quality. And so, let us not ask that Eichmann he spared,
but rather that we be spared his rebirth in America or any
place else in any guise, ever,

; ) FATHER ADAMO ;
§ Berlin, N. J. Our Lady of Mount Carmel Rectory Z
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THE EICHMANN CASE

lice, Adolph Eichmann tried to justify his actions

by explaining that he would have killed his own
father if he had been ordered to by his superiors. The
terrible thing is, I am inclined to believe him.

I don’t know how others are reacting to the pro-
ceedings at the Eichmann trial. For me the prosccu-
tor's initial description of the Nazi horrors brought
back the memories of those days as vividly as if they
were yesterday. And if the accounts of the Eichmann
trial have this effect on me, I can imagine what a ter-
rible experience it must be for Jews, many of whom
lost mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, sometimes en-
tire familics in the death camps.

In discussing the Eichmann trial, then, this is some-
thing Christians should not lose sight of. The manner
of Eichmann’s capture and the trial itself raise many
troubling questions of international law, I am not
suggesting that these should be ignored, and Jews
would certainly be wrong if they cquated concern on
this score with anti-Semitism or hostility to the state
of Isracl. But when these questions of legality are con-
sidered, it seems to me we must be careful not to forget
the central fact behind the Eichmann trial.

This central fact is that, nincteen hundred years
after the birth of Christ, a monstrous form of pagan
barbarity arosc in the heart of Christian Europe. Men
born and raised in a Christian nation were caught up
in a terrible madness, and from the worship of the one
true God they turned to the worship of blood and
race—a terrible perversion that led them to their
“final solution to the Jewish problem” and ultimately
to the “logic™ of the gas chamber.

What has already been unfolded at the Eichmann
trial docs not make pleasant reading, and I would
guess that worse is still to come. There is no way |
know of to make pretty reading out of the Nazi
slaughter houses. And yet, unpalatable as they are,
the gas chambers disguised to look like shower rooms,
the mass graves the victims were forced % dig before
they were killed, the discased and wasted bodies our
troops found when they liberated the camps—these
were facts, and they cannot be glossed over. Whatever
clsc is said about the Eichmann trial, it is surely right
that we who are Christians remember the. six million
men. women and children who were coldly and
systematically put to death because they were Jews.
~ For Christians the Eichmann trial seems to me to
pose once again two related questions. Could the Nazi
horror have sprung full-blown out of nowhere, without
centuries of anti-Semitism to nourish and give it
strength in secret? And when the dark shadow of

I.\' HIS PRE-TRIAL dcposition to the Isracli po-

Nazism- appcared over Germany, was the Christian
response to this evil even remotcly adequate? To my
mind, the painful answer to both questions has to be no.

The sacred liturgy of the Church is sprinkled with
references to our roots in Isracl. Abraham is our patri-
arch, and our pricsts arc priests forever according to
the order of Melchisedech. In the nuptial Mass, Chris-
tian wives are admonished to follow the example of
the Jewish holy women, to be dcar like Rachel, wise
like' Rebecca, faithful like Sarah. A few wecks ago
when the great Preface of the Easter Vigil was sung,
our churches echoed with the references to “our fore-
fathers, the children of Isracl.” But does our sccular
history and private conduct reflect this fact? By and
large, with noble and notable exceptions, I think not.

Perhaps at this late date it is impossible to estimate
with any real accuracy the naturc and the depth of
the Christian response to Hitler's madncss. Perhaps
it is better that we simply pay honor to those who
spoke up against the rise of barbarism, while we with-

“hold judgment on those who were silent—if only be-

cause few of us are able to say with any degree of cer-
tainty what we ourselves would do in the face of a
similar test. But I think we do have to admit the
obvious: for every Christian voice that was raised
against Hitler, there were hundreds which were not-—
and this not only in Germany. Here T think, for in-
stance, of the rcaction cncountercd in thc pre-war
U.S. by a brave priest-friend who had to flec Hitler's
wrath. In those days, he told me, many Americans,
including many Catholics, were convinced that there
must be “something wrong” about a German pricst
who had to leave his own country.

There are, I suppose, people who will think T un-
derestimate Christian opposition to Hitler: they will
say I do not attach enough weight to the papal con-
demnations of Nazism, or to the utterances of this
Bishop or that. But, despite such disagreements, on
one thing at least there is now rather general agree-
ment: we know what the Christian response to Hitler
should have been, and this must be counted as prog-
ress.

I don't think the question of what the relationship

. between Christian and Jew should be is really very

complicated. In matters like this Pope John seems to
have a quick, sure instinct; for me he summed' the
whole thing up recently when he received a delepation
of Jewish visitors. Using his baptismal name and going
to the Old Testament for his greeting, the Pope threw
open his arms to welcome the Jews and said to them:
“I am Joseph, your brother.” So are we all. so are
we all. JAMES O'GARA.

Reprinted with permission from
THE COMMONWEAL
A Woeekly Journal of Opinion Edited by Catholic Laymen
MAY 12, 1961
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Thursdav, Mareh 20, 1961

Justice Musmanno Worites on Eichmann

To the Editor:

The Marnci 2nn tsoue of vour ecteemcd newspaper carried an
ed:nonal cotical o e Eichmann trnial s¢neduled to begin in
Jerarl next memin. As une who served on the judiciary of the
Literaational War Climes Tribunals an Nuremberg, 1 write to
suri~diction over Adolf Eichmann is authore-

blaw,

exbiein that Istac’s
serd oy latcrnation

Vory propGis 2ou say in your editorial:

STiore i oo decying that Ercionann siiould be brought
ta gl tar e crioes of which hee stands accused. He uas
Huorr's bagh crvontioner gnd hundreds of thousauds of Jeu's
were exiero i gled 1 the concentration camps of Auschunt:,
Cicelirno. Belsen, Subtbor, Treb'tola and Maidaveck as a di-
reot result o) tordrieriaiaation o suive for Germany ine so=
calied “Jeuish probicvd,

”

Al thas vetonont that Eichmann should be tried, your
cuconal ot tat e ight o bang Eichmann to tial would be
Trhe vati s oauer st which Gevnany waged and lost tiee war,
Gr e satioss @raias! owkiweh Germacy carnied out its pro-

gTa s of wooder a.d oeaslavenient”

@t toese nutions would have the niait
! iann had been captured wistle the
LT g Yidelt veore an .|:val(‘\~‘ he would unquestionably
Yoave o1 brault Delere the rudzes there. It oo id even be
tat oo awend b e tried belote the tnbunal over which ]
resoncc Bat Earoane vvac an hiding at the Ume and con-
oaee too b far D% doare With no one but Isiael making an

[T N ]

ivoand, he 1s Yo be tried
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boen distiended, the United Natoons has refused 1o take juriss
diction, Argentitna woultr not try Eichmann, Germany washed

i'c hatids ©f 11y ¢istaiiie cilizen” Not a nation n the world:
has showed the sionter! desire, wmciitation of wilingness 1o

bring ‘to justice s man who, whelher gwilty of the death of
ons or nol, certainly war tneolved s some ey :n the

&5
fantastic progiam of whalesale moorder an Germany and other
¢! the Exchmann

paris of Europe. I- 3t possible

~ o aht

Gial can senivusy dapue Tlat a pol on chalaea with the slauzhler

of countiess Relpiess men, wonion nd chharen shuuid go oune

indicled and untied!

o In the argumen agemnst faroocs v Eicnmoenn 1t s radd
that Inaclh war Lot o oxistonee on the eranes of wiitch Eiche-
Lot It omay of course bLe

nenn sands chacaed wore oo
Gd that Israc) Was Lol actualiy a separate naton cuning World
War 11 but 11 cannt Lo as=o1tea tnat 1t did not oxial as @ come
Moteoner,1® Lad @ recugnized oxiste
tmansate May of s oinhab-

Aities . David Bon=-Gurion,
saiderin e nfhein the Brish

munity of humian e

cnee 4% a leintucy
1ants fought on
b
Ar:
AU R o

auring the al Gee

ted Gl

STl al gtie

the
CX-

N T
Shated s

ranent

coed o triel wan Uined? The
S'ate !

Palestine

T PR U PN VIS Y Sl he 4 swre
oot oo Geovarnont i PaweslUe, dilal 5 4 Lia-
1 Civatodooy tn U Natoon Newvar o o ov e oa
Fat, Lol L S <ot e S Sotial e,

- jaae RIS o i Ve 0 A Invatae
1 N i T R I T TIPS S SR P e
N wrs DTIRREEN - B . e . e G o

Controversy

nations ana has been proclabmed by the Supreme Cou
United Stilcs on numerous occasions.

Altt.eugh 1 recad your editonal in the spint in whi
wr.tten, namely, 4n inguiry into procedure, I cannot
1 wss very much mpressed with the letter written
winch wppeared In your newspaper-last week under
ing. “Eichmann Trial Seen Retnibution™ J. 1wt
obvious wumus aud 1n a mood which excluded any
obrervat.on fler asserting tnhs! Israel had no rigt
E.chmann, he sa:d tha! the worid should “turn the oth
anc notl “vook bavk.” I am  wandening how he woul
amncng maiiucns murdered, his own - parents -had be
Wauid he sar in thal event tha® the murderer shoul
tried” Wrat would happen to the whole system of
mutderers. thucies. burgiars, and robbers could fec
kill, steal and manu without frar of being required 1t
to society”

Alter making the abvsuid asscrtivn of turning u
cheek.” J. 1. than sayvs that 30 i:n't true that six mail
were koied. He rave the numbter was pot more tha
Asde fiom tme far that 1 presided over a tflal sn N
snele we saw the Coures <ubm.tca by the execution
coves an whneh thesy adnatted kaling in o cold blood
PonQelen piesy men women and chiidren, 1 oam wor
JoI orezardy 628000 niuracred Fiman beings ay a mw
SaDpIing party’

J U oanoro g éetana of Exhmann, cver
criety T oeentacs Ficrmann witn Cardinal Mindsz
Sk ket they Dotn e cocreed mnto confessions J. 1L
W Ged,t and cortmniy does ol advance the cause
Aanityowren heoconpares Adol! Eichomann, an arch atl

e

T sl foeie of Caraanal Mindszents, After m,
P R vercn 3D then crnpares Baonvan
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